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From the Pastor 
There’s something about the new year … the fresh, blank calendar so clean and 
neat … those empty squares showing dates so full of possibilities … a whole new 
beginning and fresh start seems so possible.  That’s what drives the practice of 
making New Year’s Resolutions.  At the beginning of this year numbered 2008, 
perhaps we can make some resolutions together: 
 

� Daily Bible Reading:  There are so many ways to go about this … read 
through the Bible in a year plans, daily devotionals (including one that’s 
free and available every three months at church), on-line sources for 
inspiration, Bible-Verse-A-Day calendars … you could even read a psalm a 
day or pick a book and read a chapter a day.  The thing is to get 
acquainted with God’s word and spend some time listening for God to 
speak in through those words.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly (Col. 
3:16) 

� Prayer:  Roberta Biondi, who has taught and written much on the subject 
of prayer, says “90% of prayer is just showing up,” just being present and 
open to God, sharing what is on your heart and listening for what God 
may say.  In the coming year be in prayer for the people in your life as well 
as this congregation.  Hold me in your prayers as I hold you in mine.  I 
appeal to you brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 
Spirit, to join me in earnest prayer to God … (Rom. 15:30) 

� Regular Worship:  As you are able, be present for the services each week. 
When you are away from home, worship where you are and remember us 
here at Trinity.  Those of you at home can keep us in your thoughts and 
prayers during our time of worship as we are held together by God’s 
presence in our midst.  Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope … consider 
how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 
together … but encouraging each other all the more … (Heb. 10:23-25) 

 
These are the practices that supported the earliest Christians and have shaped the 
church from the very beginning.  They make good resolutions for us as we move 
forward into the New Year.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, and to the breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42).  I look forward to 
the adventure God has in store for us 

           
 

                                        The Peace of Christ to you!The Peace of Christ to you!The Peace of Christ to you!The Peace of Christ to you!    
                                                                                                                                                                                            Pastor TrudyPastor TrudyPastor TrudyPastor Trudy    
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WORSHIP & PRAYER 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club) 
WORSHIP 

Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service 

BIBLE STUDY 
 Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement 
 Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall 
 Wednesday Wonderers at 10:30 AM at Trinity Hall 
 Thursdays: 2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place  
                     And 3:00 PM at Luther Place I 

 

 
SUNDAY READINGS 
 
January 6, 2008   EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Eph 3:1-12 
Matt 2:1-12 
 

January 13, 2008   BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 Isaiah 42:1-9 
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 Matt 3:13-17 
 
January 20, 2008   SECOND SUNDAY IN EPIPHANY  
 Isaiah 49:1-7 
 Psalm 40:1-11 
 1 Cor 1:1-9 
 John 1:29-42 
 
January 27, 2008   THIRD SUNDAY IN EPIPHANY 

Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Cor 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

EPIPHANY EPIPHANY EPIPHANY EPIPHANY     
JanuaJanuaJanuaJanuary 6ry 6ry 6ry 6

thththth
 

January 6
th
 is the last of the oft-

sung “12 Days of Christmas.”  It 
has long been a traditional festival 
day of the church.  In the western 
Christian traditions, Epiphany is 
the commemoration of the 
visitation of the Magi, the ones 
who followed to star to the Christ 
child, and gave the gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  We will 
remember this event with a special 
epilogue to our Children’s 
Christmas Program, The Very The Very The Very The Very 
Opinionated Christmas TreeOpinionated Christmas TreeOpinionated Christmas TreeOpinionated Christmas Tree.   
     Another custom of the new year 
is to bless your home by marking 
the doorframe with chalk, 
inscribing 20 + CMB + 08 (for 
this year).  The numbers represent 
the year; the crosses are the sign of 
Christ; the letters stand for 
Christae mansionem benedica, 
which means, “Christ, bless the 
house.”  (The letters are also the 
initials for the traditional names 
of the three wise men: Caspar, 
Melchior, Balthasar).  Chalk and a 
rite for blessing the home will be 
distributed after the service on 
January 6

th
. 

 

BAPTISM OF BAPTISM OF BAPTISM OF BAPTISM OF     

OUR LORD OUR LORD OUR LORD OUR LORD     

January 13January 13January 13January 13thththth 
The Season of Epiphany 

begins with the festival of 

the Baptism of Our Lord.  

We remember Jesus’ 

baptism at the hands of 

his cousin John in the 

Jordan River … and how 

Jesus continues to meet 

us in our baptisms.  That 

day we will also welcome 

the catechism students 

who are preparing for 

Affirmation of Baptism 

(Confirmation) with a 

special rite at the 

beginning of the service. 
 

GLOBAL AWARENESS GLOBAL AWARENESS GLOBAL AWARENESS GLOBAL AWARENESS 
January 27January 27January 27January 27thththth 

Each year, our synod 
encourages us to spend time 
in the Epiphany season 
learning about our companion 
synods.  On Sunday, January 
27th, we will have a guest 
speaker, Kathie Walter,  
during the adult class before 
the service and during our 
worship service.  In recent 
years we’ve heard about the 
work with the Lutheran 
Churches in Papua New 
Guinea.  This year we will hear 
about the trip to the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Russia and Other States 
(ELCROS) by members of our 
synod last May. 
 

LENT IS COMING 
Sooner than you think … 
Lent will begin on February 
5th with the observance of 
Ash Wednesday.  To mark 
the Lenten season, we will 
begin using Setting Five in 
our hymnal, this is a new/old 
setting based on the Second 
Setting from the old red book 
with words from Setting III in 
the LBW.   All assisting 
ministers are invited to a 
special practice on Saturday, 
January 12th at 9:00 am to 
learn the new music.  The 

congregation is invited to 
attend and learn the 
responses and other service 
music as we being to explore 
some of the new material in 
our new hymnals. 
 

OUR CATECHISM OUR CATECHISM OUR CATECHISM OUR CATECHISM 
STUDENTSSTUDENTSSTUDENTSSTUDENTS 

We will be recognizing the 
youth among us who are 

preparing to make 
Affirmation of  

Baptism  (Confirmation) on 
January 13th. 

 

First Year StudentsFirst Year StudentsFirst Year StudentsFirst Year Students    
Benjamin Cretsinger 

Taylor Hiltgen 
Trey Horton 
Alex Nichols 

Kaitlin Roesch 
Kade Welp 

 

Second Year StudentsSecond Year StudentsSecond Year StudentsSecond Year Students    
Adam Heald 

Brian McGinnis 
These two young men will 

make Affirmation of 
Baptism on May 11, 2008 

 

Support our youth in this 
process by learning their 

names and faces … and get 
to know them in the 

coming months. 
 

STORIES TO TELL 
& GIFTS TO SHARE 
So far we have received 30 
pledge cards.  Thank you for 
your faithfulness. 
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ANNUAL MEETING 
January 27th 

The Annual Meeting will take 
place after the worship 
service on January 27th, at 
approximately 12:30pm.  
Our Hi-Times Youth will 
provide lunch as a 
fundraiser.  No potluck 
contributions are needed.  
Information on the dinner will 
be announced in a few 
weeks.  Annual reports will 
be available later this month.  
We’ll celebrate our 
accomplishments in the past 
year, approve the budget for 
the coming year, and elect 
members for council and 
other positions.  It is 
important that members be 
present for this meeting.  
We must have enough for 
a quorum for this meeting 
that is required by our 
constitution and by 
regulations for churches. 
 

CONGRATUALTIONS! 
WASHBURN GRADS! 
Erin Lewis, our member, 
graduated Magna Cum 
Laude with a Bachelor’s of 
Arts in Education from 
Washburn University on 
December 14, 2007. 
 

Kye-Suk Field 
Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing 
 

Chelsea Carpenter 
Bachelor of Business 

Administration 
 

    
    
    

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM 
Wesley E. NelsonWesley E. NelsonWesley E. NelsonWesley E. Nelson    
November 1, 1911 ~  
December 5, 2007 

Wes passed away at 
Stormont-Vail hospital 
following a fall at home.   
His funeral was held on 

December 8th at Trinity with 
burial that afternoon in 

Lindsborg.   
Please keep his daughters 

Charlotte Provo-Blenden and 
Velma Pollock and their 

families in your prayers in 
the coming months. 

 

Alice M. Oman SwanAlice M. Oman SwanAlice M. Oman SwanAlice M. Oman Swan    
July 25, 1922 ~  

December 16, 2007 
Alice passed away at the 

Cherryvale Care Center at the 
end of her long struggle with 

Alzheimer’s.   
Her funeral was at Trinity on 
December 20 with burial at 

Mount Hope Cemetery 
 

Rev. Rev. Rev. Rev. Barbara A. KearseBarbara A. KearseBarbara A. KearseBarbara A. Kearse    
August 25, 2007 

We received word in 
December of the death of our 

former intern, 
 Barbara Kearse, after a long 

illness on August 25th.  
Condolences may be sent to 
her mother, Ruth Kearse, at 

6451 Clearview Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 

 

Rest eternal grant 
them, O Lord, 
   And let light 
perpetual shine upon 
them! 
 

 
BLOOD PRESSURE 

CHECKS 
Blood Pressure Checks will be 

available after the service on 

Sunday, January 6. Come to 

the kitchen after the service 

and a Baker nursing student 

will be there to take your B.P. 
 

TREATS FOR 

STUDENTS 
We will not provide treats 

at the School in January 

(classes do not start until 

mid January).  We will 

start again Monday 

February 4th. Please 

bring items on Sunday 

February 3rd for Treat 

day.  The students really 

enjoy bottled water and 

homemade treats. Thanks! 
 

THURSDAY 
WOMEN’S  

BIBLE STUDY  
 

All women of Trinity are 
invited to join the fellowship as 
the Thursday Women’s Group 
starts again in this new year. 
We meet at 9:00am on 
Thursday morning for coffee, 
goodies, and Bible Study. We 
will be looking at Scripture 
through Bad Girls of the Bible 
by Liz Curtis Higgs. Ms. 
Higgs writes that when she 
looked at Biblical women like 
Sarah or Mary, they were so 
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perfect, so different from 
herself that she couldn’t relate 
to them. But when she read 
about Jezebel, she found a 
character she could identify 
with. There is still time to sign 
up for a book, to bring treats, 
or to help lead the discussion. 
Sign up on Sunday, December 
30th or contact the church 
office by January 4th so we can 
order enough books for 
everyone. The first meeting 
will be January 31st. 
 

QUILTERSQUILTERSQUILTERSQUILTERS    
Trinity Quilters are on a 
break and will not meet 
again until Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, 
January January January January 8888thththth.  .  .  .      
    

Hi-Times (LYO)  
Hi-Times is sponsoring a 
meal following worship 
before the annual meeting 

January 27, 2008.  
We will be serving 

Shepherd's Pie, Homemade 
bread and Desert.  

Money raised will be used 
for our SouperBowl of 
Caring Sunday project for 
ELCA World Hunger.  
Join us in support of our 
youth projects as we gather 
for the Annual Meeting 

 

HUNGER MEAL 
PROGRAM 

The youth of Trinity will be 
hosting a Hunger Meal 
Program following worship 
Sunday February 3, 2008 
in conjunction with the 

ELCA World Hunger - 
SouperBowl of Caring.  This 
very moving program will 
help fill not only our 
stomachs but our minds as 
we bring to light the plight 
of world hunger.  Hi-Times 
is studying World Hunger 
and how it affects not only 
those in need but ourselves 
as well.  Please mark your 
calendars today to join us.  
Monies received will be used 
to help Combat World 
Hunger.  If you would like to 
participate in this program 
contact Dean McGinnis 221-
7141 or e-mail 
dmcginnis@cox.net 

HELP! 

I am looking for people who 
are interested in the older 
youth of Trinity, (Senior 
High School and College age 
plus). 

We will be meeting in 
January to brainstorm some 
ideas in providing 
ministerial and fun activities 
for our Youth.  
If you are interested in 
helping with this please 
contact Dean McGinnis at 
221-7141 or e-mail 
dmcginnis@cox.net  

  

Welcome Luncheon 
We will again host a 
Welcome Luncheon for 40 
incoming Baker School of 
Nursing students as well as 
faculty and staff on Thurs., 
Jan. 10 at noon in the 
fellowship hall. Join us in 

welcoming them to Topeka 
and our neighborhood. There 
are many volunteer 
opportunities: help set-up; 
provide a relish tray, salad or 
dessert; help serve and 
clean-up; be a Trinity 
ambassador, greet and 
welcome the students and 
faculty.  Join us for lunch and 
a brief program. Any 
questions or if you can help, 
please contact:  
Loni Reece 286-1959,  
Diane Bottorff 271-7131 or 
Dean McGinnis 221-7141  

 
Life Review 
Interviews 

Calling all members age 65 
and better! It will soon be 
time for a new group of 
Baker senior nursing 
students enrolled in the 
course, Nursing of Elders, to 
do a life review interview. An 
interview takes about one to 
two hours and is done in 
your home or at a place of 
your choosing. Interviews will 
be scheduled in late January 
or early February. The 
student will contact you to 
set up a time that is mutually 
agreeable.Three Trinity 
seniors have already 
committed to this project. If 
you can help or would like 
more information, contact 
Diane Bottorff 271-7131. 
  

Trinity Honored by 
Baker Graduating 

Class 
The December graduates of 
Baker School Nursing 
honored Trinity with a 
Special Recognition Award 
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at their Pinning Ceremony on 
December 14. A framed 
certificate thanking Trinity for 
its support of the students 
was presented to Dean 
McGinnis, Loni Reece and 
Pastor Trudy. The certificate 
will be displayed in a 
prominent place at Trinity. 
  

NEW PHONE NUMBER 

Rita Miller’s new phone 
number is 785-230-0798.  
 
PARTNERSHIP FOR 

MISSIONAL CHURCH 

UPDATE 

Our interviews are complete!  
Thank you Diane Bottorff, 

Tresa Johnson, Helen 
Laughlin, David McGinnis, 

and Dean McGinnis for doing 
the interviews –and thank you 
to all who were willing to be 

interviewed.  The information 
has been submitted to Church 

Innovations by Janice 
Greenlee and Ben Errebo 

along with other historical 
data on our congregation.  We 
should soon have our reports 

from Church Innovations.  On 
February 1st & 2nd, our 

Steering Team will attend the 
next cluster meeting with 

teams from other 
congregations.  They will 
work on discerning a useful 

future, signs of God’s call to 
us, in the story of our 

congregation.  Please keep 
team members Dean Bilstein, 

Ben Errebo, Janice Greenlee, 
Helen Laughlin, Duane 
Pomeroy, and Pastor Trudy in 

your prayers. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
CONGREGATIONAL 
COUCIL MEETING, 

DECEMBER 12, 
2007 

 

Treasurer Report: 
Balance sheet shows 
$10,000 less in acct. 
#4055 Eileen Johnson 
Bequest; money was 
used for roof repair. 
Remaining $320 will 
be used for signage. 
Profit & loss sheet 
shows that December 
has been a good 
month. 
We did a brief review 
2007 budget as a step 
toward preparing 2008 
budget. 
Council will direct 
treasurer to transfer 
memorial funds to 
long-term investment 
fund 90 days after 
funeral or memorial 
service. 
HI-TIMES: will serve 
lunch at annual 
meeting as a fund-
raiser. 
Mary also presented 
the youth desire to 
have a "Hunger Meal" 
on 3 Feb 2008. 
PROPERTY: House-
moving project is 
moving along. Duane 
Hug will remove 
concrete & fill 
according to city 
specifications and 
finish with 6" of 
topsoil. 
Charlie Workman will 
do snow removal. 

Water leak damage in 
church will not be 
repaired until we are 
sure leaks have been 
repaired. 
STEWARDSHIP: Please 
continue doing 
stewardship stories. 
Pledge cards are due 
16 Dec 2007. 
OUTREACH: Diane 
reported that Baker 
has voted to give TLC 
their Special 
Recognition Award for 
this semester, which 
will be presented at 
pinning ceremony. 
NOMINATING: Pastor 
has contacted 
nominating committee 
to let them know 
about Council 
vacancies and request 
they get started with 
nominations for 
annual meeting. 
ANNUAL MEETING: date 
is 27 Jan 2008. Jan. 
council meeting 
changed from 9 Jan 
2008 to 16 Jan 2008. 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Pastor & Council 
President will decide 
when a cancellation 
is needed; they will 
notify the local news 
stations: WIBW, KSNT, 
etc.  Breakfast Club 
may sell remaining 
TLC Christmas 
ornaments to help 
with breakfast 
expenses. 
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JANUARY 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

Acolytes  

To be announced. 
 

Alter Guild Team  

Martha Nemeth  

Team One 
 

Altar Flowers 

Coordinator 

Joanne Pomeroy 
 

Altar Flowers 

20 Jerry & Marsha 

Chelson 

6, 13, & 27 are open! 
(Please feel free to sign up!) 

 

Assisting Ministers 

6 Donna Low 

13 Walt Laughlin 

20 Mary Heald 

27 Marsha Ridinger 

 

Coffee Hosts  

Linda Longren Group 6B. 
 

Greeters  

6 Oscar & Olivene 

Albrecht 

13 Jerry & Marsha 

Chelson 

20 Susan Fitz 

27 Martha Erickson 

 

Lectors 

6 Velma Pollock 

13 Duane Pomeroy 

20 Laurie Jackson 

27 Betty Quarnstrom 
 

Usher 

Bill & Velma Pollock 
 

If you are unable to 

serve, please arrange for 

someone to take your 

place, & please let the 

church office know.  

Thanks!   

 

NEW FLOWER 

CHART 
For 2008 has been 

posted in the narthex.  

Cost for an arrangement 

is $15.  Please indicate 

whether you will 

sponsor one or both 

arrangements.  Thanks! 
 

 

JANUARYJANUARYJANUARYJANUARY    
2002002002008888    

 
CELEBRATING 
BIRTHDAYS . . . 
1st  Mary Heald 
4th  Jane Velen 
6th  Kay VanDorn 
8th  Kimberly Shaw 
12th  Elaine Owensby 
 Emilie Reinertsen 
13th   Brandon Cain 
16th  Laura Bilstein 
 Ben Carlson 
 Daniel Erickson 
 Linda Longren 
18th   Melissa Pines 
 Mitchell Vose 
19th   Jenne Moore 
21st  Wendy Kobbeman-

Rutherford 
23rd  Ryan Kerr 
 Cathy Tunnell 
24th   Marsha Chelson 
25th  Gerald Chelson 
 Rachel Hoffmans 
 Joey Sodergren 
26th  Keith Springer 
29th  Bonnie Adams 
30th  Sophia Billbe 

 Louise Kidd 
 Joanne Pomeroy 
31st  Jayde Allen 
 Douglas Quarnstrom 
CELEBRATING 

BAPTISMS… 
20th   Betty Quarnstrom 
23rd   Betty Patton 
24th   Charlene Wilbur 
27th  Matthew Kobbeman 
31st   Ron Axelton 
WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES . . . 
1st  Michael & Laurie 

Jackson 
 Rodge & Laura Moore 
4th  David & Sherryl Coufal 
17th  Gilbert & Lucille Brill 
25th  Wendell & Dorothy 

Strom 
28th  Dave & Mary Fulton 
 

 
 
 

 
 
THANK YOU, Martha 
Erickson & Naomi Walker for 
your endless help putting 
together the Newsletter each 
month.  It is not always a 
smooth, easy thing to do, and I 
greatly appreciate your time and 
hard work each month!  Please 
let these ladies know what a 
good job they do, and maybe 
volunteer every now and then to 
give them a break!   
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THANK YOU On behalf of the 
staff and volunteers of 
Doorstep, Inc., I would like to 
thank you for your donation of 
$1220 in November 2007.  
Because of your kindness and 
generosity families & 
individuals in need will receive 
some of the help they need.  
Please know that every 
donation, large or small, is 
important and appreciated!  
Your gifts are vital to keeping 
our doors open to serve those in 
need within our community and 
we are always grateful!  
Blessings, Lisa Clarke, 
Executive Director 
 
THANK YOU to Pastor Trudy 
for all the yummy goodies for 
Christmas!  Also, to Donna 
Low for the beautiful necklace 
and card for Christmas!  I am 
truly blessed!  Jen Shelley 
 

LUTHERAN FINE LUTHERAN FINE LUTHERAN FINE LUTHERAN FINE 
ARTS COUNCIL OF ARTS COUNCIL OF ARTS COUNCIL OF ARTS COUNCIL OF 

TOPEKATOPEKATOPEKATOPEKA 
Will be sponsoring two events 
coming up in the first part of 
2008.  On Saturday morning, Saturday morning, Saturday morning, Saturday morning, 
February 2nd,February 2nd,February 2nd,February 2nd, Jane Anderson will 
be holding a bell choir workshop at 
First Lutheran church for all the 
Topeka Lutheran bell choirs. A bell 
choir concert will be held that 
afternoon at 1:30 to which the 
public is invited. The Valparaiso 
University Chamber Concert Band 
will be performing on Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday Tuesday 
evening atevening atevening atevening at    7:00,7:00,7:00,7:00,    March 4th,March 4th,March 4th,March 4th, at 
Faith Lutheran Church. Jeffrey 
Scott Doebler will be conducting.  
 Please mark your calendars for 
these two fine events.   

WHOSE DREAM 

IS IT? 
The annual Community 

Celebration of the legacy of 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. will take place 

this year at First United 

Methodist Church, 6th & 

Topeka, on Monday, 

January 21, 2008 at 

7:00pm.  Rev. Paul Sherry, 

who recently served as 

Coordinator of the Anti-

Poverty Program of the 

National Council of 

Churches, will give the 

major address.  A free 
community soup supper in 
the church basement 
precedes this event, 
beginning at 6:00pm. 
 

HANDEL’S 
MESSIAH 

 in Lindsborg 
On Palm Sunday, March 
16th, the Bethany Oratorio 
Society will present its 
annual performance of 
Handel’s Messiah at Bethany 
College in Lindsborg at 
3:00pm.  Awesome 
Adventures LLC is 
organizing a bus trip to 
Lindsborg for this event.  
Busses will leave 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church at 11:45am.  On the 
return trip, there will be a 
stop for dinner at the 
Country Market Buffet in 
Salina.  Cost for this trip is 

$59 per person.  Brochures 
for this trip are available in 
the church office.  Contact 
Mary Rowson of Awesome 
Adventures at 228-9007 for 
more information. 
 

LWR VIRUTAL 

UNIVERSITY 
Lutheran World Relief 

presents an on-line learning 

experience each month.  

On January 17, 2008, the 

topic will be 

Humanitarianism in Conflict 

Zones.  For more 

information on speakers, 

reading materials, and how 

to participate in the live, on-

line interactive experience, 

go to 

www.lwr.org/university. 
 

 

 

THE FEBRUARY 

TIDINGS 

DEADLINE 
Will be Monday 

January 28th at 1 PM 

Thanks! 
 

 
 

 


