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From the Pastor

A couple of tidbits of information have drawn my attention recently.
Islam is on the rise in America; that’'s been the case for some time now. But
among people of Jewish ancestry, Orthodox Judaism - which means
keeping kosher (completely separating meat and dairy, avoiding certain
foods, and other little details), strict Sabbath observance, certain rituals,
and sometimes a distinctive style of dress - is also on the rise. What do
these two trends have in common?

Last week at a local clergy gathering, we met with a professor from
Washburn University who specializes in teaching American history with
attention to religious developments. He says that many of his students
find the Christian faith, at least as they’ve observed it, to be rather
superficial. They don’t see that it makes much of a difference.

Maybe that’s the attraction for Islam and Orthodox Judaism
something that’s not superficial, something that offers a distinctive set of
practices, a noticeable way of life.

This isn’t to say that Christianity is inherently superficial. It isn’t that
way at all - at least, it’s not supposed to be just a small part of our lives.
It's supposed to go deep into us, to shape who we are on the inside and
guide our living on the outside. Christianity too should be a distinctive
way of life.

The roots of our Lenten observance are some of the longest in the
history of the Christian Church, going back to the first centuries. Lent was
a time when new converts prepared for baptism at Easter. They learned
the teachings of the faith, how to live as those who have been joined to the
death and resurrection of Jesus, the way of life for the community of which
they were to become a part.

That's still the center of Lent even now. “Remember you are dust and to
dust you shall return ...” We are sinners; we have failed to be the people
God calls us to be. We are destined to die. Yet Christ came among us, took
all that failure and even death itself into his own death, and by his
resurrection gives us new life, his own life working in us. Baptism joins us
to the story of Jesus and makes it our own.

How then do we live? Let’s ponder that this Lenten season...

The Peace of Christ to you!
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
Wednesdays in Lent — 6:15 PM beginning Feb. 13", soup supper at 5:30
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Wednesday Wonderers at 10:30 AM at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women’s Study
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place 1

SUNDAY READINGS

February 3, 2008 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Exod 24:12-18
Psalm 2
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matt 17:1-9

February 6, 2008 ASH WEDNESDAY
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
Psalm 51:1-17
2 Cor 5:20b-6:10
Matt 6:1-6, 16-21

February 10, 2008 FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Gen 2:15-17, 3:1-7
Psalm 32
Rom 5:12-19
Matt 4:1-11

February 17, 2008 SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
Gen 12:1-4a
Psalm 121
Rom 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17

February 24, 2008 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
Exod 17:1-7
Psalm 95
Rom 5:1-11
John 4:5-42



EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

THE
TRANSFIGURATION

OF OUR LORD
February 3™ brings us to the
end of the Epiphany season as
we hear the account of Jesus
on the mountain with Peter,
James, and John and the
dazzling glory of his
transfiguration there. From
this moment of glory, we
move down into the valley of
Lent and journey through that
shadowed place to the even
greater glory of  the
resurrection. To reflect the
brightness of this festival, we
will use the liturgy “Now the
Feast and Celebration” in our
service. At the conclusion of
our worship, we will sing
farewell to Alleluia as we
prepare to move into Lent.
Even in Lent, each Sunday
continues to be a celebration
of the resurrection. However,
we refrain from wusing the
word Alleluia so that it may
sound even more joyous when
we say and sing it again in the
Easter season. Watch for other
changes as we move into Lent!

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 6

Our Lenten observance
begins with a service of
confession, imposition of
ashes, and communion at
7:00pm on Ash Wednesday.
This is the entry into the
disciplines of Lent: prayer,
fasting, and works of love
(charity). In the earliest
times of the Church, Lent

was a time of preparation for
those to be baptized at the
Easter Vigil. For those who
are already baptized, Lent is
a time to enter more deeply
into Christian faith and life as
we reflect on what it means
to be joined to the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ,
marked by the cross, and
sealed with the Holy Spirit
forever.

SUNDAYS IN LENT

We will be using a new setting
from our new hymnals during
the Lenten season. Setting
Five in the ELW is very similar
to the old Second Setting in
the “old red book” (Service
Book & Hymnal). The words
are much like those of the
ELW or LBW; however, the
music is the  Swedish
Plainsong of the earlier
setting. So even though we've
never used this setting before,
you may find it is very familiar.

During this year of our
lectionary readings, we hear
some of the most memorable
stories in the Gospel of John:
Nicodemus comes to Jesus by
night (the lead-in to John
3:16), Jesus and the woman
at the well in Samaria, Jesus
heals the man born blind, and
the raising of Lazarus. These
challenging stories have much
to say to us about Christian
faith and life.

WEDNESDAYS IN LENT
We will have a service of
evening prayer on Wednesday
nights in Lent, beginning at
6:15pm on February 13th. A
light soup supper will take
place at 5:30pm on those
evenings.  Services will be
February 13, 20, and 27 and
then March 5 and 12. During
the services, there will be
reflections from members of
the congregation that connect
the gospel stories of Sunday to
real life experiences of the
speaker.

HUNGER MEAL
PROGRAM

The youth of Trinity will be
hosting a Hunger Meal
Program following worship
Sunday February 3, 2008
in conjunction with the
ELCA World Hunger -
SouperBowl of Caring. This
very moving program will
help fill not only our
stomachs but our minds as
we bring to light the plight
of world hunger. Hi-Times
is studying World Hunger
and how it affects not only
those in need but ourselves
as well. Please mark your
calendars today to join us.
Monies received will be used
to help Combat World
Hunger. If you would like to
participate in this program
contact Dean McGinnis 221-
7141 or e-mail
dmcginnis@cox.net




STILL HUNGRY?

If the Hunger Meal on
February 3™ raised your
interest in trying to end
hunger in our world, consider
attending the Hemenway &
Bread for the World
Workshop. This event will
take place on Saturday,
March 1% from 9:.00am to
noon at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Lawrence. (1245
New Hampshire) The
workshop will focus on the
Offering of Letters for 2008.
Chancellor Hemenway will be
one of the presenters and wiill
speak from his personal
knowledge about the
Millennium Development
Goals. By changing policies,
programs, and conditions that
allow hunger and poverty to
persist, we provide help and
opportunity far beyond the
communities in which we
live. This workshop will give
you the tools and resources
you need to speak up for
change within your
congregation. Come and
learn how you can be part of
the solution to global poverty,

CHOIR

During Lent, the choir
will practice on
Wednesdays after the
service.

PARTNERSHIP FOR
MISSIONAL
CHURCH

As the newsletter is being
published, the Steering
Team is preparing for the
second  cluster  event
February 1" and 2"
Janice Greenlee, with the
help of Ben Errebo, has
been entering all kinds of
data info the Church
Future Finder program -
census figures, historical
information on the
congregation, responses
from the interviews. She
is excited about the
reports from her work,
especially the graphs and
charts which show the
demographics  of  our
community in terms of age,
ethnicity, housing, and
income levels. These make
it easier to get a picture of
what our community is like.
She also found the
intferview responses
encouraging.  “"We're all
pretty much on the same
page. We have some things
to work on, but together
with God's help we can do
the work. We have also
received word that the
report based on the

interviews has been
retuned by Church
Innovations. The

interviewers will discuss
the report with the
consultant who prepared it
to ensure it accurately
reflects what people said
and that the anonymity of
those interviewed has been
protected. This
information will help us find
our next steps as we seek
to follow God's call to
ministry and mission in our
community. We want to
see personal
spiritual growth within our
congregation and beyond
the walls of our church
building. AND growth in
membership. According tfo
the recent data collected,
our current attendance
numbers are at an all time
low and things need to be
done to help us bring more
people to the spiritual
home we call Trinity
Lutheran Church. It is the
Steering Committee's hope
that Church
Innovations and the other
congregations within our
cluster will give us guidance
to accomplish our goals. We
haven't been able to do
this on our own, so we're
looking for assistance from
these other sources. We
pray that as a
congregation, we can pull
together  and  accept
whatever  guidance  we



receive from them." If you
have in questions about the
data collected, Janice
would be happy to address
any concerns. She may be
reached by email af
janice0914®@aol.com or
after 6pm at home 246-
1296.

PMC
CONVERSATIONS

After the annual meeting, a
suggestion was made that
Pastor Trudy regularly have
conversation  about the
Partnership for Missional
Church around a table during
coffee hour after Sunday
services. In February, the
conversations will be on the
10" and 17". Grab a cup of
coffee and your goodies and
take a seat at the table
labeled “PMC.” Pastor
Trudy will join you as soon
as she can get downstairs.

WEDNESDAY

WONDERERS
The Wednesday
Wonderers are beginning to
read and discuss the Book
of Revelation . If you have
been curious about this
intriguing book of the Bible,
come join us at 10:30am in
the Library at Trinity Hall.

WOMEN'S BIBLE
STUDY

Our Thursday Women’s
group is meeting once
again. The group decided to
read Bad Girls of the Bible

by Liz Curtis Higgs. Miz Liz
writes:  “For ten years |/
studied bunches of biblical
role models and finally
realized what we had in
common. Zip... Then [
happened upon Jezebel, and
something inside me clicked.
! identified with her ... and |
began to wonder ... ‘Could
those Bad Girls from the past
teach us how to be Good
Girls in the present? I'm
here to tell you - yesl!... [This
book] is for all women — from
Former Bad Girls;, who need
to be reminded we’re truly
forgiven to Veteran Good
Girls who long to understand
those still searching for
answers. This Is the place,
sisters. Grab a veil and dive
/in!”  The group meets at
9:00am on Thursday
mornings in the Library at
Trinity Hall. Come join us.
Coffee and goodies are
provided; bring a veil if you
want.

OPERATION SOUP
LINE

To Benefit Doorstep, Inc.
February 6, 2008
Kansas Expocentre’s Ag Hall
11:00am-1:30pm
Adults $8.00 ~ Children 5 &
under free
Chili/Soup, Dessert & Drink
Local Celebrity Servers
Silent Auction Theme
Baskets
Local Entertainment
Delivery Available on Orders
of 10+ -Call 357-5341
(Pre-Orders Only Order by
February 4™
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IN MEMORIAM

Bernard G. McGinnis
August 24, 1923 ~ December
30, 2007
Mac McGinnis passed away
peacefully in his sleep at
home on December 30th after
a brief hospitalization. His
funeral was January 4th at
Penwell Gabel's Midtown
Chapel.

Robert L. Apps
April 7, 1928 ~ January 2, 2008
Bob Apps’ long struggle with
a number of medical
conditions came to an end on
January 2nd. His funeral was
January 5th at Trinity

Please keep the McGinnis
and Apps families in your
prayers!

Rest  eternal  grant
them, O Lord,

And let lughit
perpetual  shine upon
them/

STORIESTO TELL
& GIFTSTO SHARE

So far we have received 30
pledge cards. Thank you for
your faithfulness.

For we cannot keep from
speaking about what we bhave
seen and heard. (Acts 4:20)

What I've given may not be
so much, but what I've been
given is immeasurable.

As many of us do when we
reach a certain age, I received
my call to wake up and pay
attention to my health (which



had always been good and
taken for granted) when I was
diagnosed with breast cancer.
Many of you reading this
know all about it, but what
does it have to do with
stewardship? Well, it may not
involve actual hard cash
(though good insurance is also
a blessing), but what I received
was more valuable and
personal - the prayers of many,
many members of my beloved
church family. Of course I
received other things as well:
cards, lots of cards which I
treasure to this day; scarves; a
quilt; flowers and plants; and
lots of hugs and
encouragement.

But I believe it was the
prayers that made a potentially
very hard phase (chemo)
tolerable. Even though it was
not fun, I was blessed by never
being terribly sick when we all
know that is one of the major
pitfalls of chemotherapy. I was
on the receiving end of a lot of
prayer and I know in my heart
that was one of the major
reasons that I made it through.
(Now if we can just get prayer
to counteract hair loss...)

And I hope my prayers of
thankfulness - for all the
hundreds and thousands of
women who went through this
before me, for my doctors and
nurses, and for the medicines I
was given - will carry forward
so that generations of women
to come will, at the least, have
it no worse than I did, and
even better, not have to endure
it at all!

Blood Pressure Checks will be
available after the service on

Come
to the kitchen after the service
and a Baker nursing student
will be there to take your B.P.

TREATS FOR
STUDENTS

We will have treat day on
Monday February 4th.
Please bring items on
Sunday February 3rd for
Treat day. The students
really enjoy bottled water

and homemade treats.
Thanks!

H GHLI GATS OF
CONGREGATI ONAL
COUCI L MEETI NG,

JANUARY 16, 2008

Appr oved Jane's
recommendation that
we make a principle
payment of $10,000

from account #1070.

Answer ed guesti ons
from Memorial
Committee: changes to
recommendations

will be approved by
Council and the
length of time to
wait to transfer
funds

to long-term
investment account

will be decided by
Council.

For Decenber, we were
$3000 ahead of
expenses.

Appr oved 2008
Proposed Budget Many
thanks to Jane Lewis

for her work as

treasurer. We  may
have a volunteer to

take over as Jane's
term as treasurer

is up.

El evat or IS still
having problens. We
have been billed for

most recent

repair. Consensus was
that the bill not be

paid until elevator

is working

reliably. We  will

need to keep a record

of each time it
malfunctions.

Renoval of house on
hold due to weather.

35 pledge cards have
been received.

Executi ve conmittee
guidelines were
discussed.

Pastor wll send a
letter to Cair
Par avel with
guidelines for use of

our

sanctuary for their
8th grade graduation
ceremony.



Thanks to outgoing
Counci | menber s:
Chuck Sodergren,
Jerry Chelson, Mary

Heald & Cindy
McGinnis

FEBRUARY
WORSHIP LEADERS
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Alter Guild Team
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If you are unable to
serve, please arrange for
someone to take your
place, & please let the
church  office  know.
Thanks!
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2008

CELEBRATING
BIRTHDAYS...
gth Marcy Carlson
7th Shawntavia Allen
10t Nicole Erickson
11t Susan Carpenter
Ryan Rohn
14t Allison Koerner
16t Jane Lewis
Charles Sodergren
18t Joan Velen
19t Howard Reece
20t Joshua Coufal
23rd  |oretta Hoerman
24t Erin Lewis
25t Albert Carpenter
29t Donna Low
CELEBRATING
BAPTISMS...
2nd Mary Heald
Joanne Pomeroy
3rd Sasha Allen
5th Elaine Owenshy
gth Alex Ginter
10t Chelsea Carpenter
Nicole Erickson
Susan Erickson
11t Blaine Engelken
14t Allison Koerner
16t Sophie Billbe
18t Troy Pomeroy
20t Brett Henry
22nd  Jacob Coufal
Kim Shaw
231 Jackson Rohn
25t Susan Fitz
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES ...
17t Sam Blenden &
Charlotte Provo-
Blenden
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In addition to
graduating from Washburn
University with her nursing
degree this past December,

was also
inducted into the Eta Kappa
Chapter-at-Large of Sigma
Theta Tau, a national
Nursing Honorary Society,
on December 2, 2007.

Three people connected
with Trinity graduated from
the six-week US Attorney’s
Citizen Academy, a
program that teaches
participants  about  the
federal justice system here

in  Topeka. The recent

graduates included

members

and along with
P (Laurie’s

husband).

PRISCILLIA CIRCLE

“Mercy Made

Real...Disciples of Forgiven
Forgivers” will be the topic
of study when the ladies
meet
Monday, February
18, 10 a.m.

YOU ARE INVITED.
Dorothy will lead
the discussion and
Julie will have the
coffee ready!

At our January meeting
we voted to give the
balance of the
Thankoffering gathering to
Rescue Mission ($40.00).
Doorstep ($40.00) and
Topeka Police
Department Project

Butterfly ($20.00).
Thank you to all who
confributed. Every giftis
greatly appreciated!

GIVE

THANKS

DEAREST COUNCIL AND
PASTOR TRUDY,

May God bless you for
having faith in me. God
already blesses me — he really
and truly does bless us all so
much — always remember that.

Thank You in Christ’s

Love, Shawn Nowak

THANKS to the group from
Trinity that came “a-caroling”,
December 21  Trinity is a
caring congregation.

Wilmer Johnson

THE FAMILY OF BOB
APPS wishes to thank you for
all the kindnesses extended to
us during Bob’s illness and
death. We appreciate the cards
visits, phone calls, flowers,
memorial contributions to the
church, and food brought to our
home. We want to thank all
that had a part in providing food
and serving in the kitchen for
the lunch that was served after
the funeral.

Thanks, Barbara Apps

THANK YOU thank you thank
you... Harold & Marilyn Hypse
AND Chuck & Myra Sodergren
for packing up the Christmas
trees in the sanctuary and for

cleaning up the lighted trees in
8

the side aisles and disposing of
the debris. Their gift of time is
truly appreciated!

Thank you to the Lenten Visual

Arts Committee and the Sunday
School children for their work

on our interior and exterior

designs for Lent. (Julie Reeves,
Chairperson; Cindy McGinnis

& Laurie Jackson) Special

thanks to the muscle behind the
work: Howard Reece, Junior
Utech & Dale Waterman.

BELL CHOIR
WORKSHOP/
CONCERT

CANCELLED-

The Lutheran Fine Arts
Council of Topeka regret
that the February 2nd,
Lutheran churches of Topeka
bell choir workshop/concert,
will be cancelled at this time.
Plans are to reschedule this
event early this fall. Please
watch for information in the
bulletins and newsletters this
summer.

AUGUSTANA
HERITAGE
GATHERING VI

The Augustana Heritage
Association has planned its
sixth gathering in Lindsborg
from June 19-22, 2008. This
IS an opportunity to celebrate
the heritage of the
Augustana Synod as well as
to tell the stories and share
the faith of ancestors who
came from Sweden to this
new land. For more
information, contact Pastor



Richard Monson at 620-241-
6003 or go online to
www.auqustanaheritage.org.

ELCA GLOBAL
FORMATION EVENT

These events bring together
experts and resources on
global and domestic ministry
in one place for one
weekend so congregational
groups can build on the skills
they need to be an effective
part of God’s mission. In a
day an a half, participants
explore the changing context
of the global church and how
it influences both global and
local ministry, the challenging
witness from our global
companions, and the biblical
foundation for the
accompaniment model of
mission. A number of
workshops are available to
help participants build
specific skills. The nearest of
these events this year will be
April 18-19 at St. John’s
Lutheran Church. Des
Moines, lowa. Cost for the
event is $35. For more
information, contact Mia
Cortez at 800-638-3522 ext
2643 or go online to
www.elca.org/gme/GME200
8/index.html.

MARRIAGE HELP

Retrouvaille (say it “retro-vi”),
which means “rediscovery, is a
program to help couples
rediscover love, commitment,
and joy in their marriages. At
this weekend event, three
married couples, who have
grown through serious
disillusionment,  pain, and
conflict in their marriages, offer
hope through their personal
stories of struggle,
reconciliation, and healing.
This is a non-denominational
Christian program. The next
Retrouvaille program weekend
in this area will be February
29-March 2 in Kansas City.
For more information, contact
Greg and Cathy DeBortoli at
816-540-4644 or email as
gedeb@aol.com.

CONCORDIA

CHOIR CONCERT

The Concordia College
Choir from Moorhead,
Minnesota will present a
concert on Wednesday,
March 5% at Wichita
State University in
Wiedemann Hall at
8:15pm. Tickets are
available through the Fine
Arts Box Office (316-
978-3233)

HANDEL’S MESSIAH

in Lindsborg
On Palm Sunday, March 16t, the
Bethany Oratorio Society will
present its annual performance of
Handel’s Messiah at Bethany
College in Lindsborg at 3:00pm.
Awesome Adventures LLC is
organizing a bus trip to Lindsborg
for this event. Busses will leave
Westminster Presbyterian Church
at 11:45am. On the return trip,
there will be a stop for dinner at
the Country Market Buffet in
Salina. Cost for this trip is $59 per
person. Brochures for this trip are
available in the church office.

VALPARAISO
UNIVERSTIY
CHAMBER CONCERT
BAND

In concert at Faith Lutheran, 1716
Gage Blvd, on Tuesday evening,
March 4th at 7:00pm. The CCB is
the premier concert band at
Valparaiso and their
performances have included
events throughout the USA,
Canada and Malta.This 35
member band is under the
direction of Jeffrey Scott Doebler
who has a distinguished, 25 year
music education career. The
Lutheran Fine Arts Council of
Topeka is sponsoring this fine
event and would welcome hosts
to house band members that
evening. Call Dee Sponamore at
272-3236 if you can house
students. Please mark your
calendars to attend an evening of
great concert band
music Freewill offering.

THE MARCH TIDINGS
DEADLINE

Will be Tuesday,

February 26 at 8 AM

Thanks!
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