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From the Pastor

This month we’ll hear some of the most dramatic stories in the gospel.
First, Jesus restores sight to a man born blind, calling him out of the
darkness and into light - not just physically, but spiritually as well. Then
we have the raising of Lazarus as Jesus calls his dead friend out of death
and back into life. But that’s a dress rehearsal of sorts for Jesus” own
resurrection. The stories of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and above all, Easter, stand at the heart of our Christian faith.

This is the story that tells us who we are and who God is for us: God is
the one who raised Jesus from death and now gives us forgiveness and
new life through him. As Christ is risen, so too we know that the promise
he made to Martha near the tomb of her brother is true: “Those who believe
in me, even though they die, will live and everyone who believes in me will never
die.”  Martha said she believed it. We say believe it as well.

Do we? Do we believe that God can call us out of death to new life? We
may have seen something of this in our personal lives, on an individual
basis ... sometimes in dramatic ways, but more often in much smaller,
quieter ways that aren’t so noticeable. We lay the bodies of our beloved
dead to rest with these words of promise, trusting that somehow, beyond
our sight or direct awareness, they are with God - restored, alive, and
whole.

But what about us, together, as a congregation? Do we believe that God
can do something new, something just as profound for us as a whole? Can
God call us into a new future, a future of new life and promise and hope?
Can God do a new thing in our midst, bringing light to our darkness, life in
our dying, opening a new future for us? Our work in the Partnership for
Missional Church asks us to take our faith seriously - to believe that God,
who raises the dead, who brings light to those in darkness, still does these
things today.

At the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus said: “Did I not tell you that if you believed,
you would see the glory of God?” May all our eyes be open to glimpses of
God’s glory and promises this holy season!

The Peace of Christ to you!
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
Wednesdays in Lent — 6:15 PM March 5" & 12th, soup supper at 5:30
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Wednesday Wonderers at 10:30 AM at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women’s Study
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place 1

SUNDAY READINGS

March 2, 2008 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
1 Sam 16:1-13
Psalm 23
Eph 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

March 9, 2008 FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Ezek 37:1-14
Psalm 130
Rom 8:6-11
John 11:1-45

March 16, 2008 PASSION/PALM SUNDAY
Isa 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Phil 2:5-11
Matt 26:14-27:66

March 21, 2008 GOOD FRIDAY
Isa 52:13-53:12
Psalm 22
Heb 10:16-25
John 18:1-19:42

March 23, 2008 EASTER DAY
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Col 3:1-4
Matt 28:1-10

March 30, 2008 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9
John 20:19-31




EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 16T

This date  marks the
beginning of Holy Week as
we remember Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem that was
celebrated with the waving
of palm branches ... and
how quickly the cries of
“Hosanna” turned to calls
for his execution. If weather
permits, we will gather for
the traditional procession
with palms at the front steps
of the sanctuary on this
morning. Our service will
include a  participatory
reading of the Passion Story
from the Gospel of Matthew.

PASSION STORY
READING

On Palm Sunday we would
like to do something special
during the worship service.
Instead of the usual message
we will have eight people
take part in a dramatic
reading of the Passion of Our
Lord According to Matthew
(26:1-27:66). Two women
and 6 men will read as few
as one time to as many at 60
times. Others at the service
will also participate by

reading the part of the
people.  Contact  Pastor
Trudy if you will read a part
(233-0767, 273-3365 or 230-
9232).

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

MARCH 20™
7:00PM

On this night, we remember
“The night in which Our
Lord was betrayed ...” We
remember the new
commandment (maundatum):
to”love one another as I have
loved you.” As we recall his
last night with the disciples,
we celebrate the Lord’s
Supper. The  service
concludes with the stripping
of the altar as we remember
the humiliation of Jesus
leading to his crucifixion.

GOOD FRIDAY

MARCH 21sT

7:00PM
The crucifixion of Jesus is the
centerpiece of this service as
we recall the last words from
the cross. Darkness and
shadows deepen as we
remember Christ’'s death on
the cross.

EASTER SUNDAY
MARCH 23RP

Easter Breakfast
Our Sunday School Classes,
both young and
experienced, will host a
breakfast on Easter
Sunday from 8:30 to
10:00. Egg dishes, rolls,
cereal, juice and coffee will
be served.

EASTER LILY
ORDERS

The church office is
taking orders for Easter
lilies to beautify the
chancel for our worship

services on Easter
Sunday. The cost per
plant delivered to the
church will be $9.00.
This is for a lily in a 6 %
inch pot with about 4
blooms. Orders may be
placed in the church
offering or mailed to the



church office. Please
include payment with
order if possible. Please

make your check
payable to Trinity
Lutheran Church, with

the memo line reading
“lily.” The deadline for
orders to receive this
price is Monday, March
10%, at noon.

PARTNERSHIP
FOR MISSIONAL
CHURCH

Greetings my brothers
and sisters in Christ! As we
journey forth in the PMC
process, there are so many
questions. Not only from all
of you in the pews, but
even amongst those of us
directly involved. I think
the real reason for this is
because it is such a
different way to look at
things. At least, that is
compared to the usual
“here's  the  problem—
here's the solution” way of
problem solving that is
normally done in our
society. We are a people
of “fixers". If the car is
making a funny noise-we
take it in and get it fixed.
If one of our little ones
falls and skins their knee-
we take appropriate action,
etfc., etc...

Unfortunately, and to
the frustration of many a

folk along the way, that is
not how this process works.
Tt's not a quick fix..it's
not a band-aid...it's a long-
term process where we join
others on the journey and
look anew at  Trinity
Lutheran Church.

Thank you to all that
have stopped by and asked
questions of us at coffee
hour. And, I might add,
those that are having
trouble with this program,
please come by. We are
not intending to hide
anything in any way, shape
or form. It's just that the
unique way of getting from
where we are to where we
will be is full of a whole lot
of question marks. So, if we
don't provide an answer,
it's because the answer has
yet to be shared with us by
the Holy Spirit.

That's right, we are
counting on actual spiritual
intervention in this
process. One of the things
we are learning is that
some very basic principles
of a ‘relationship” with
GOD have, over many
generations, been diluted
or lost. No one is to blame.
No finger pointing is going
on here. Rather, a
recognition that different
practices, like spending

4

time in the word.... literally
dwelling over and over again
on the same passage, can
offer insight and
guidance—if we let that
still, small voice get past all
the clutter of our everyday
lives to speak to us. And,
that is just one way of
stilling ourselves a bit.

Imagine, if you will, a
life of just doing: of
thinking that more money,
greater  status, higher
acclaim and adulation are
the answer. There are more
of us there than we want to
admit. And, at the end of it
all, after wading through an
affair, or even a divorce or
two,  various  implants,
tucks, or lifts, and, maybe a
problem with alcohol,
gambling, or maybe severe
health issues, you are
standing at the pearly
gates. Now, not a lot of
people  knew of the
problems - “and heck yeah,
I was in the pews every
Sunday, gave my 10% or
more to the church. Heck,
I even volunteered to teach
Sunday School when they
needed someone to fill out
the year that one time.”

How's your resume
really look? Is Jesus going
to offer up "well done, good
and faithful servant”?



Now imagine, same
scenario, but this time the
life starts out with the
booze, the divorce(s) and
such. But, along with
spending the time in
church, somewhere along
the way you also opened
your heart up to listen to
what GOD is calling you to
do....asking yourself: Whose
am I? What is GOD doing in
my life? How is 60D
sending me out into the
world? How am I living
according to GOD's
future? Kind of hard to
imagine that real reflection
on those questions and
responding accordingly
wouldn't prompt a
different result-both now
on earth, and when we all
stand before the throne of
judgment.

And that, dear friends, is
what this process is about.
Did the second scenario
give concrete answers? A
“plan”, if you will? Or, was
it more of an epiphany-a
wake up call that there is
more out there.

One of the things we have
learned already is that
doing nothing is living
without a future. And,
without a future, there is
only one end result...death.
So, I welcome all who are

eager to learn more. Your
chance for that is coming
up very soon. We will keep
you posted. But, even more
importantly, I ask those of
you that are skeptical,
maybe even in your hearts
wanting  this to  fail
miserably, to stop and
reflect. Where is that
emotion  coming  from?
What could possibly be bad
about wondering what GOD
wants of us...Not what we
want from GOD. Stop,
listen, pray. Calm down. If
it's past hurts- turn them
over to him.

This process is scary. All
new things are. We don't
know what tomorrow
brings. Honestly, do you
even know for sure that
you get tomorrow? And, if
not, which of the above
scenarios sounds better to
you? As for me, and my
house, we will choose the
Lord. Love In Christ, Dean
Bilstein

PARTNERSHIP FOR
MISSIONAL CHURCH

COFFEE TALKS

Members of the Steering
Team and Pastor Trudy will
be available for
conversation during the
coffee hour after the

5

service on March 9" and
16™. 6rab your coffee and
goodies and take a seat at
the table with the PMC
sign.

TREATS FOR

STUDENTS
We will have treat day
on Monday March 3rd,
Please bring items on
Sunday March 2nd for
Treat day. The
students really enjoy

bottled water and
homemade treats.
Thanks!

H GHLI GHTS OF
CONGREGATI ONAL
COUCI L MEETI NG

FEBRUARY 13,

2008
*  Councll appr oved
the use of funds from
a recent bequest to



pay down principal on
bui | di ng | oan
* Special gifts for
ELCA Worl d Hunger
will be received on
Mar ch 16t h (Palm

Sunday).

* Fifth Sunday
Speci al for Mar ch
30t h will be for ELCA
A obal M ssions to
sponsor Aaron
Albrecht.

* The resignation of
Laurie Jackson as
choir director was
accepted with regret

as well as with
gratitude  for  her
service. Laurie’s

last Sunday to direct

the choir will be

March 2nd.
* Property Committee
is planning to

remodel the kitchen
this year; Loni Reece
is seeking others to
help plan for this
project.

* Wtness Conmittee
is planning another
fundraiser dinner for
our work with Baker
University School of
Nursing; matching
funds from Thrivent
will be sought.
* At the request of

the PMC Steering
Team Councill
approved Apri | 13t h

as the date for a
Congr egati on
Conversation Event.
Insights that have
been gained from the

all the information
gathering  will  be
shared. Small

conversation groups
will ponder the
findings and the
question of what God
might be calling the
congregation to do.
These ideas will be
shared with the large
group. The event
could conclude with
dinner and a vespers
service.

* Counci | memnber s
were informed of the
third PMC Cl ust er

Event (May 16&17) and
that they will be
expected to attend.
* Oficers for 2008-9

were elected.

Pr esi dent : Keith
Springer, Vi ce
Pr esi dent : Ben
Errebo, Secretary:

Diane Bottorff. A
Treasurer is  still
needed. There are two
vacancies on council
that need to be
filed and a vacancy
on the TLHA/Luther
Gardens Board.

If you are unable to
serve, please arrange for
someone to take your
place, & please let the
church  office  know.
Thanks!



MARCH
2008

CELEBRATING
BIRTHDAYS...
5th Benjamin Cretsinger
gth Kali Arney
10t Robert Kobbeman
11th  Julie Cain
Sara McGinnis
13th  Karen Lundquist
17t Trey Horton
Steve Sodergren
20th  Lee Lundquist
21st  Livia Perlasky
22nd - Amy Axelton
Annette Lesser
25t Pam Kobbeman
26t Annika Grubb
28t Helen Laughlin
29t Marie Henriksen
Michelle Kern
30th  Patricia Raymond
31st  Amanda Felber
Kye-suk Field
Larry McGinnis
CELEBRATING
BAPTISMS...
1st Ben Carlson
Doug Quarnstrom
4th Merle Adams
gth Wendy Rutherford
7th Rachel Hoffmans
10th  Alex Nichols
17t Joey Sodergren
18t  Cathy Tunnell
Katie Walker
19t Lori Blosser
20th  Jane Lewis
21st  Diane Bottorff
Quinci Packard
24t Annika Grubb
Rita Miller
26t Edith Rydell
29th  Louise Hagadorn
Cameron Koerner
30t Edward Emmons
Lucille Falley
31st  Kay VanDorn

WEDDING

ANNIVERSARIES...

13t Wilbur & Thelma
Strom

14t Roy & Rosemary O’Neil

16t Bob & Katie Challquist
Doug & Helen
Quarnstrom

17t Alan & Mary Strom
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DONT FORGET
TO

FORWARD
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
STARTS
MARCH 9™

PRISCILLIA CIRCLE

The morning was cold, but what a
JOY to see nine ladies show up for
circle meeting at our last meeting.

PLEASE NOTE

March meeting date will be
Monday, March 10" at
10:00a.m. in Trinity Hall.

We really appreciate the Bible
Study this year, "Blessed to
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Follow: The Beatitudes as a
Compass for Discipleship”
The March study is based on
Matthew 5:8. Helen will
guide the discussion.

Why not set aside the hour of

ten o'clock that morning and

join us! Elaine will have the
coffee pot brewing!

GIVE

THANKS

THE FAMILY OF WESLEY
NELSON WISHES TO
THANK the ladies and
gentlemen for such a delicious
luncheon served on the day of
Dad’s funeral. Dad would have
been so pleased.

When we would ask Dad what
he wanted us to do for his
birthday dinners, he would
always say “Now don’t go to
any trouble. All we need is
coffee”. For those who knew
Dad, | am sure you can hear
him say this!

The luncheon was so nice and
we so appreciated all of your
efforts. It was interesting to

hear our friends comment on
the food served at the funerals
for both Mom and Dad. They
all would say, “This certainly is

not your typical food served at
funerals. This is great!”

So again, we say thank you to
Joan Vogue, Loni & Howard
Reece, Marsha Chelson, Jane
Lewis, Olivene Albrecht, Helen



Laughlin, Linda Longen, Junior
& Liz Utech, Lee & Karen
Lundquist, Debbie Pomeroy,
Joanne & Elwaine Pomeroy,
Barbara Apps, Martha Erickson,
Laurie Jackson & Susan Fitz for
being so good to our family.

God Bless You.

Charlotte & Sam Blenden
Velma & Bill Pollock

Tina & Bill Gannaway
Curtis & Connor Gannaway
Mark & Krista Provo

Maria, Foster & Annie Provo
Marty & Jen Provo
Cameron & Alec Provo

THANK YOU, Trinity family,
for your many prayers, cards of
sympathy and hugs at the recent
death of my beloved sister,
Norma. God has comforted me
through you! Helen Laughlin

THANK YOU to the
committee responsible for the
Lent decorations in our House
of Worship. The crosses,
banner, crown and wreath on
the outdoor cross etc. All of
this helps me to remember that
Christ suffered for me.

Trinity member
who appreciates Visual Art!

THANK YOU! Members of
the Liturgical Arts work group
— Laurie Jackson, Julie Reeves
and Cindy McGinnis! The
changes in the look of our
church were noticeable and

striking as we moved into the

season of Lent. Thank you for
all your work and creativity, as
well as for cleaning up the
narthex)

THANK YOU! Dean
McGinnis, Kade Welp, Ben
Cretsinger, Diane Bottorff,

Marcy Carlson, John and Ben
Carlson for clearing the
walkways of slush and snow
last Sunday. Thank you also to
Walt Laughlin and Dean
Bilstein for clearing snow on
Ash Wednesday.

THANK YOU, to our coffee

hosts in February, Oscar &
Olivene Albrecht.
THANK YOU, to all who

helped out in the office while |
was sick and for your prayers, |
truly believe that it helped!
Jen Shelley

INTRODUCTION
TO WORSHIP

A Conversation on the
Fundamentals of Lutheran
Worship
This course is offered as part of
the Parish Ministry associate
program of the Central States
Synod. Church musicians,
assisting minister, members of
local worship committees, and
interested lay persons are invited
to attend as well. Classes will be
offered from 1:00pm-6:00pm on
Saturdays in March (8, 15, 29)
and April (5, 12) at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Lawrence
(1254 New Hampshire). The
classes will be taught by Rev. Dr.
Peter W. Rehwaldt. Cost is
$150 for PMA students; $45 for
auditors (those taking the class
without academic credit). For
more information, contact
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Marilyn Clark, Administrator;
Lutheran House of Studies,
mclark@ku.edu

FROM DRY BONES TO

LIFE-GIVING BREATH
Missional Ministry

Conference
April 23-24
This conference, featuring
nationally recognized

speakers and sponsored by
the Central States Synod, will
give participants an
opportunity to explore what
God is up to in their contexts
in conversation with others to
develop action plans for their
congregations that
demonstrate God’s mission to
save and redeem the world to
the local community. The
conference will take place at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Overland Park, Kansas. Lay
people, PMAs, clergy are
invited to attend. There will be
a fellowship event on Tuesday
night before the conference
begins. Conference sessions
will take place on Wednesday
and Thursday. On Wednesday
night, there will be a banquet
with entertainment and a
missional educational
presentation. Conference fees
are $100 for individuals, $190
for a two-person team from a
congregation (and then $40
per person for each additional
team member). For more
information, contact Rev. Len
Dale at the Synod Office (866-
915-3548 or |dale@css-
elca.org) or Ms. Kathie Smith
(kathie.smith@earthlink.net).



BETHANY

COLLEGE NEWS
On April 12, 2008, Edward F.
Leonard IIlI, Ph.D. will be
installed as the 13" President of
Bethany College.  For more
information on inaugural events,
visit www.bethanylb.edu.

AUGUSTANA
HERITAGE

GATHERING VI
The Augustana Heritage
Association has planned its
sixth gathering in Lindsborg
from June 19-22, 2008. This
is an opportunity to celebrate
the heritage of the
Augustana Synod as well as
to tell the stories and share
the faith of ancestors who
came from Sweden to this
new land. For more
information, contact Pastor
Richard Monson at 620-241-
6003 or go online to
Wwww.auqustanaheritage.org.

ELCA GLOBAL
FORMATION EVENT

These events bring together
experts and resources on
global and domestic ministry
in one place for one
weekend so congregational
groups can build on the skills
they need to be an effective
part of God’s mission. In a
day an a half, participants
explore the changing context
of the global church and how
it influences both global and
local ministry, the challenging
witness from our global
companions, and the biblical
foundation for the
accompaniment model of

mission. A  number of
workshops are available to
help participants build
specific skills. The nearest of
these events this year will be
April 18-19 at St. John’s
Lutheran Church. Des
Moines, lowa. Cost for the
event is $35. For more
information, contact Mia
Cortez at 800-638-3522 ext
2643 or go online to
www.elca.org/gme/GME200
8/index.html.
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CONCORDIA

CHOIR CONCERT
The Concordia College
Choir from Moorhead,
Minnesota will present a
concert on Wednesday,
March 5" at Wichita
State University in
Wiedemann Hall at
8:15pm. Tickets are
available through the Fine
Arts Box Office (316-
978-3233)
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Contact Mary Rowson of Awesome
Adventures at 228-9007 for more
information

VALPARAISO
UNIVERSTIY
CHAMBER CONCERT
BAND

In concert at Faith Lutheran, 1716
Gage Blvd, on Tuesday evening,
March 4th at 7:00pm. The CCB is
the premier concert band at
Valparaiso and their
performances have included
events throughout the TUSA,
Canada and Malta. This 35
member band is wunder the
direction of Jeffrey Scott Doebler
who has a distinguished, 25 year
music education career. The
Lutheran Fine Arts Council of
Topeka is sponsoring this fine
event and would welcome hosts
to houseband members that
evening. Call Dee Sponamore at
272-3236 if you can house
students. Please mark your
calendars to attend an evening of
great concert band
music Freewill offering.



GREAT SPACES
MusiC & ARTSSERIES

GRACE CATHEDRAL

On Tuesday, April 1% at
7:30pm the Calmus Ensemble
from Leipzig, Germany will
sing works by Bach, Schitz,

Palestrina, Nystedt and others.

Calmus is one of Europe’s top
vocal ensembles. Tickets are
required for this event and are
available at the Cathedral
Office. Ticket prices are $10
for Adults and $5 for Students
(ID required); children under 12
are free. For more information
call the Cathedral Office 235-
3457.

Coming in April
Congregation
Conversation Event
April 13"

Make plans now to attend
this Sunday afternoon
event as we discuss the
findings from the work of
our PMC Steering Team
and Interviewers. These
findings will be the basis
for a time of conversation
and discernment as we seek
God's  future for our
congregation. Watch for
more information in the

April Tidings.

Youth Sunday
April 20"
Our youth will help to lead
the worship service on this
date. Watch for more
information in the April
Tidings.

THE APRIL

TIDINGS

DEADLINE
Will be Tuesday,
March 24 ac 8 AM
Thanks!




