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From the Pastor

In his book outlining the process we are engaged in as Partnership for
Missional Church (PMC), Pat Keifert writes about an understanding of
faithfulness that the Eastern Christian churches have kept ... and that we in
Western churches have lost sight of: To be faithful, you must also be faithful to the
constituting moment of the church that comes not from the past, but by the will of the
Father in the person of the Son who will judge us at the end of time, through the power of
the Holy Spirit from God’s absolute future. Faithfulness is as much about faithfulness to
God’s future as it is faithfulness to God’s past ... (We Are Here Now, pp. 65-6)

This means that our faithfulness isn’t just a matter of recalling what God has
done in the past. Our faithfulness must also involve living toward the future that
God holds out to us in the resurrection of Jesus, knowing that our risen Lord will
judge us at the end of all things according to our faithfulness in living toward that
resurrection future. The resurrection of Jesus is like a giant arrow pointing in the
direction of God’s future. It shows us where God is going with life and this
world: forgiveness, healing, restoration, and new life. To live faithfully into God’s
future is to participate in these things that echo the resurrection ... and anticipate
our own resurrection.

At the last cluster meeting in the PMC process, we heard that most
congregations know how to find their own preferred future, but they do not
know how to find God’s preferred future ... nor do they even consider that God
has a plan or a purpose for the congregation beyond its own interests. We know
what we want ... what we want to do ... what we want to see happen. But have
we considered what God might want?

On April 13th, we will gather in the afternoon to consider the question: What is
God up to? This will be a time to listen to one another as we share what we know
about our congregation and our community. It will be time to listen to God
through God’s word and through prayer, trusting that the Holy Spirit will speak
to us and through us. Please take the time to read the article about the
Congregation Conversation Event and make plans to attend.

Don’t worry about not having the “right” answer ... or even any answer at all.
As Martin Luther wrote on the hiddeness of God, God hides in order to be found.
The only thing we need to do is to be caught in the act of seeking by God, who is
waiting for us to start seeking. If we seek, we will find. So let’s join together in
seeking God'’s future for our congregation.

The Peace of Christ to-you!
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Wednesday Wonderers at 10:30 AM at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women'’s Study
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place 1

SUNDAY READINGS

April 6, 2008 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:138-385

April 13, 2008 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10

April 20, 2008 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 7:565-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14

April 27, 2008 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21



EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

THE SEASON OF
EASTER

The great news of the
resurrection is SO
wonderful, we take a full
seven weeks to celebrate
it. Easter may have
come a bit early this
year, but we’ll still be
celebrating Easter all
through April.

April 6%

The Koad to Emmaus
In another story from
that first Easter Day, the
risen Christ surprises a
pair of his followers
after a walk from
Emmaus to Jerusalem.

April 13®
Good Shepherd
Sunday
Each year, at the middle
of the Easter season, we
read rotating selections
from the 10™ Chapter of
John in which Jesus
talks about being the
Good Shepherd. We'll
sing many of the
beloved hymns based on
the 23™ Psalm that day.

April 20®
Youth Sunday
Our youth will take
active roles in our
service that day as our
readings describe the
home Jesus makes for

us.

April 27%
Jesus Promises the
Spirit
As the Easter season
turn towards the
ascension of Jesus to
heaven, we read Christ’s
promise to send the
Spirit to comfort and
guide his followers. On
this day, we also
celebrate the gifts of the
Spirit given to Mary
Heald, as she is
recognized as a Parish
Ministry Associate

(PMA).

There’s a celebration
every  Sunday this
month!/

CONGREGATION
CONVERSATION
EVENT
April 13 ™

Join us at 2:30pm on
Sunday afternoon for an
engaging time of learning,
discussing, and discerning.
We will begin in the
Sanctuary where we will
learn about the discoveries
made in the past few
months.  Members of the
PMC Steering Team will
present insights gained
about our congregation
through the interviews and
the timeline event that took
place late last year. They
will also report on what has
been learned about our
community and the role of
our congregation in the
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community  through the
research and community
interviews they have done.
There will be opportunities
for questions and answers
about these discoveries.

After this time of sharing,
the large group will be
separated into smaller
discussion groups. In each
group, participants will be
able to share what they
heard and realized in the
information that was shared.
We will be pondering
questions like: What is going
on? What are the deep
cultural values that drive our
human community? What
are the societal structures
dependent on these values?
As the various groups
ponder their insights in the
light of God’s word, they will
brainstorm ideas about the
basic challenges we are
facing in our current cultural
situation and what gifts for
God’'s work we may have to
meet those challenges. The
key question for us is: What
is God up to?

Each of the small groups
will share highlights from
their discussions with the
whole group. These insights
will be used by the Steering
Team and the Church
Council at the next Cluster
Event (which will take place
in May) to prepare a
proposal for experimenting in
three areas of
congregational life.

Later this year, we will
begin doing things as part
of the Partnership for



Missional Church process.
What we do will be shaped
by the insights shared at
this event. Your
participation is important —
and the gift of your time
will be valued!

This event will take all
afternoon.  There will be
cookies and (of course!)
coffee along the way. We
will conclude our discussions
around a lasagna dinner that
evening. After dinner, the
event will close with the
Holden Evening  Prayer
service.

Please mark your
calendar now and make
plans to attend this event.
Let’s join together in seeking
God’s future  for  our
congregation.

HELP WANTED!

There is a vacancy for
the Topeka Lutheran
Home Association that
needs to be filled ... and
we have two vacancies
on Church Council that
remain unfilled from our
Annual Meeting. We are
also seeking a Treasurer.
If you have gifts and a
willingness to serve, let
Keith Springer or
another council member
know.

SYNOD ASSMEBLY

June 5-8, 2008
St. Louis. Missouri

We need two voting
members, one male and
one female, to attend the
annual synod assembly.
Costs  for registration,
lodging and meals are paid
by  the  congregation.
There is also a possibility
of taking a specially
chartered bus from Topeka
to St. Louis. If you are
interested in attending this
year’s assembly, please let
a member of council or
Pastor Trudy know by
April 15t

CAMP TOMAH

SHINGA NEWS
The 2008 Summer Camp

Schedule for Tomah
Shinga is now available.
There are programs for
kids from First through
Twelfth Grade. The theme
for camp this year is:
Therefore ... walk as Jesus
did. Copies of the
schedule are available in
the Narthex, the
Fellowship Hall, and the
Church Office.

Camp Work Day
The first camp work day is
set for Saturday, April 12th
from 9:00am to 3:00pm.
Only skilled help is
requested for this day.
Projects include general
carpentry, finishing work,
and handyman items.
Lunch is provided.
(General workdays will by
May 31st and June 1-6.)




BLOOD PRESSURE
CHECKS

Blood Pressure Checks
will be available after the
service on Sunday, April
6. Come to the kitchen
after the service and a
Baker nursing student will
be there to take your B.P.

TREATS FOR

STUDENTS
We will have treat day
on Monday April 7th,
Please bring items on
Sunday April 6t for
Treat day. The
students really enjoy
bottled  water and
homemade treats.

Thanks!

FUNDRAISER MEAL
& AUCTION
APRIL 20

o

Join us for our 2nd Annual
Fundraiser Meal and Auction
to support Trinity's outreach
with Baker School of
Nursing, April 20, 2008
following the church
service. We will be asking

for matching funds
thru Thrivent Financial For
Lutherans. The Auction will
feature Baked goods, and
other items. We are asking
for your supportin donating
baked goods or other items
for the Auction as well as
attending the dinner
and bidding. As with previous
auctions we are anticipating a
fun filled afternoon.

PRISCILLA CIRCLE

When we meet April 21 we’ll
study the beatitude, “Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called the children of
God” Matt. 5: 9. Julie Reeves
will lead the discussion topic
“Making Peace and Dbeing
Peace”. What a timely topic!
We’ll plan on a good turn out.
Helen will have the coffee
pot/treats ready at 10 o’clock in
the library.

We want everyone to know
that the Central States Synod
Women of the ELCA
Convention will take place in
Springfield, Mo. this year, July
25-27. The  theme is
“Baptized-Blessed-Believers”

More information will be
coming, but let Elaine Patton
know if you are interested in
attending this “always
inspirational” event!

FROM PURPLE TO

WHITE

To Elaine, who did the
drafting; to Ben who helped
with the heavy lifting, to Dale
who cut out 16 letters and
painted them all (days of
work); to Catalina and
Rachel, who made them
glisten in the sun, to Howard
and Dale who dragged them
topside and mounted them in
the window Loni cleaned; to
all who made it possible to
shout our "ALLELUIAS" to
the world, there is no better
word: ALLELUIA!

To Laurie and Cindy and
Loni, and all who cleaned
and polished and turned the
Lenten purple world into the
purity of Easter's white, there
is still no better word:
ALLELUIA!

MISSING

“STEWARDSHIP”?

The monthly Stewardship
mini-magazine has been
dropped. Instead, we now
have a bulk subscription to
The Lutheran magazine.
Each month, The Lutheran
features thought-
provoking, faith-enriching
articles and news on what
the ELCA is doing here and
around the world. Copies
are  available in  the
narthex.



H GHLI GHTS OF
CONGREGATI ONAL
COUCI L MEETI NG

MARCH 12, 2008

Comm ttee Reports:
Lear ni ng-Approved
plans for a Youth
Sunday on April 20.
The committee looked
at recommendations
from Safeco insurance
regarding
recommendations for
adult super-vision of
activities  involving

minors. This was
referred to the
Council for further
action.

Per sonnel -Marsha
Chelson will serve as

temporary choir
director. Two names
of potential

candidates for choir
director have been
submitted to the
committee.
Property-A log will
be set up to track
elevator malfunction.

There is an
outstanding
bill from the

elevator company. The
council will send a
letter to the
elevator company
explaining that the
bill isn’t being paid

at this time due to
the ongoing problems
with elevator
malfunction.
Remodeling of the
kitchen is on hold
until after Easter.

St ewar dshi p- Starting
in April, copies of

the Lutheran magazine
will be available in

the narthex for
members to take home.
The stewardship
insert in the Tidings

is being
discontinued.

W t nessi ng-Approved a
fund raising dinner
and auction on April

20 after the service

to support outreach

to Baker University
School of Nursing. An
application will be

made for matching
funds from Thrivent
Financial for
Lutherans.

Wrship and Misic-
Approved a request
from Mary Heald to

have her PMA
certification

recognition during

the service on April

27.

Part nership for a
M ssi onal Chur ch-
Cluster event for
Steering Committee
and Council

members is May 16 &
17. A congregational

event is being
planned for the
afternoon of  April
13. Financial
obligation for PMC
was discussed.

$2,000. is still owed

for 2007 and

an additional $3,000.
will  be due this
year. It was
suggested that fund
raising be under-
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taken as a way to
obtain funds to meet
our obligation. This
suggestion was
referred to the
Steering Committee.

d d Busi ness:

A treasurer is still
needed as Jane Lewis
has served two years
in this position. Two
vacancies remain on
the Council and one
position on Topeka
Lutheran Home
Association/Luther
Gardens. Thrivent is
involved with Habitat

for Humanity and
would like to send a
representative to
make a presentation
about this project.

It was recommended
that this be done in

June and that the 5 th
Sunday Special
offering in June be
designated for this
project.

New Busi ness:

The letter from
Safeco insurance was
reviewed. Property
issues as outlined in

the letter will be
handled by the
Property Committee.
Synod Assembly will
be held in St. Louis
June 5-8. Two voting
members are needed-
one male and one
female.



APRIL

WORSHIP LEADERS

Acolytes

6 Kaitlin Roesch
Rosie Nichols

13  Kade Welp
Catalina Cretsinger

20 Adam Heald
Brian McGinnis

27 Ben Cretsinger
Rachel Heald

Alter Guild Team
Jane Lewis ~ Team 2

Altar Flowers
Coordinator
Joanne Pomeroy

Altar Flowers

6 Ralph & Joan vVogue

13 Duane & Debbie
Pomeroy

20 Pastor Trudy & David
Tannen

27 Elwaine & Joanne
Pomeroy

Assisting Ministers
6 Mary Heald

13 Vicki Jacobs
20 Bob Horton
27  Dean Bilstein

Coffee Hosts
Harold & Marilyn Hypse

Greeters
To Be Announced.

Lectors

6 Oscar Albrecht
13 Laurie Jackson
20  Phil Kirchhoff
27 Elaine Patton

Usher
Roy O'Neil
APRIIL
2008
CELEBRATING
BIRTHDAYS ...
ond  George Irwin
5th Taylor Hiltgen
Blayne Pomeroy
Tyler Tunnell
Naomi Walker

6th Lucille Brill

7th Phyllis Aurner

gth Rachel Heald

10" Trudy Cretsinger
Breanna Lewis
Emily McGinnis

15" Andrea Sodergren

17t Paula Southerland

215t Peggy Buchholz

29nd  Janet Dick
Constance Mize

28rd  Alan Strom

25t Mary Strom

26th  Shawn Nowak

29t Logan Shelley

g0t  Kasey Hiltgen
Marsha Ridinger

BAPTISMS...

15t Amy Axelton
Livia Perlaky
Chuck Sodergren
Bill Walker

gnd  Jerry Chelson

4dh Daniel Erickson
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Emilie Reinertsen
6th Rhonda Webb
gth Susan Kelly
Patricia Raymond
10t Bradley Carpenter
Sara McGinnis
Crystal Reed
12th  Betty Bottorff
Susan Carpenter
14t Loretta Hoerman
Emilee Kern
16" Tracy Roesch
17t Linda Longren
29nd  Heather Adams
24th Marsha Chelson
26t Kaitlin Roesch
28th  Tucille Brill
30t Trey Horton
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES...
1t Don & Linda Longren
gnd Jean & JeanAnn Legler
5th Ted & Connie Mize
10t Ralph & Joan Vogue
11" Walt & Helen Laughlin
14t Duane & Debbie
Pomeroy
24t Lee & Karen Lundquist
30t  Dean & Laura Bilstein

GIVE

THANKS

THANK YOU, Pam
Kobbeman, for organizing the
wonderful Easter breakfast and
the balloons that lifted our joy
on Easter Sunday. Thank you
also to all the Sunday school
members who brought food and
helped to serve. Thanks go as
well to the Sunday school kids
and others who helped put up
the balloons.



THANK YOU, Laurie Jackson,
for working with the children to
prepare their song for Easter.
They all sang out so well and
brought “Alleluia!” back into
our service with  such
enthusiasm.

THANK YOU to Julie Reeves,

Laurie Jackson, and Cindy
McGinnis for the decorating

changes as Lent gave way to
Easter. Thanks also go to Dale|
Waterman who helped Julie cut
and paint the letters spelling out
Alleluia — and to Howard &

Loni Reece who helped Dale,
Laurie and Julie mount the
letters on the windows. The
work makes a bold, joyful

statement for all to see.

THANK YOU, Altar Guild
members who helped clean and
prepare the sanctuary for Easter
Shelly Axelton, Pam Kobbeman,
Marilyn & Harold Hypse, Jane
Lewis, Martha Nemeth, and
Cindy McGinnis.

| WOULD LIKE TO GIVE A
“SPECIAL” THANK YOU to
everyone who helped with the
Easter breakfast. It was a
success because of everyone
willingness to help.

Thanks you, Pam Kobbeman

A BIG THANK YOU to
everyone for all the cards,
phone calls, and prayers
following my surgery. Prayer is
such a powerful thing and
thanks to all of you, mine have
been answered.

Thank you, Pam Kobbeman
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Bishop Gerald Mansholt
writes:

As followers of Jesus we are
called to scatter seeds that
bring forth the fruit of the
gospel. ... As we walk together
to make Christ known, we
support ministries to students
and youth, support the
development of new ministries
and existing ministries, help
congregations obtain trained
staff, train leaders, work
through synodical task forces
and teams, maintain and
develop outdoor ministries,
work with ecumenical partners,
address important social issues,
and promote new resources.
Your mission support in 2007
has helped move is with God
into God'’s future.

... 'want to thank your
congregation for your living
witness, a response to God’s
goodness with more than
crumbs. Your generosity during
the past year has scattered the
seeds of the Gospel that will
produce fruit for years to come.
Accept my gratitude on behalf
of the Church for your mission
support in 2007 and know that
we are a better Church because
of your faithfulness.

God’'s grace and peace,
Gerald L. Mansholt, Bishop

Trinity gave $15,500 in Synod
Benevolence in 2007! Because
of your faithfulness, we as a
congregation are able to do
these things. | add my thanks to
those of our bishop.

| thank my God every time |
remember you (Phil. 1:3) ~
Pastor Trudy

From Camp Tomah Shinga:
With  joy and  great

thanksgiving, | write to share

thanks with all the members of

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran
church for your wonderful
Quarter Challenge collection

offering of $259.36 for Camp

Tomah Singe. We are truly
grateful. You are AWESOME
ministry partners. ...Thank you
so much for empowering us to
continue the summer camping
program and build Tomah

Shinga’s year round ministry.

We are so pleased to have your
partnership.

In Christ’'s service, Jenny
Kriens (Development Associate)
and Heather Abbott (Special
Events Planner)

HI-TIMES would like to thank

the members and friends of
Trinity for their support as we
studied about world hunger.
The Hunger meal in February
was a very moving experience
and was well received. The
youth continue to comment on
the experience and we will
continue to remember those
who are in need. We raised
$1000 that will be given to
ELCA World Hunger ($600)

and the Topeka Branch of the
Salvation Army ($400).

LUTHERAN WORLD
RELIEF

Virtual University
Join this interactive on-line
experience at 8:00pm on
Thursday, April 17" for
the discussion: We're All in
This Together. Participants
will explore the question of
how do we cooperate fro the



common good and learn how
to join their voices to speak
on behalf of those in need
around the world. For more
information and background
reading materials, go to
Iwr.org/university.

BLINTZE

BRUNCH

Temple Beth Shalom
(4200 SW Munson) will

present its popular
Blintze Brunch on
Sunday, April 13" from
9:00am to 1:30pm.

Blintzes and other Jewish
foods will be available
along with a bake sale, gift
shop, informative displays
and demonstrations of
ethnic music and dancing,
A single-serving ticket is
$2.00; all-you-can-eat is
$9.00. Call 272-6040
for more information.

SMORGASBORD

St. John’s Lutheran Church (901
SW Fillmore) is offering its 51¢
Annual LLL Smorgasbord on April
22dn from 5:00 to 7:00pm. The
menu includes  baked  ham,
barbequed  meatballs,  chicken
deviled eggs, baked beans, salads,
pie, and coffee. Tickets are $7.00
for adults, $2.00 for children 6-12
years old. Proceeds will go to
mission projects. Call St. John’s,
354-7132, to purchase tickets or
for more information.

GREAT SPACES
Music & Arts Series at
Grace Cathedral
On April 25t at 7:30 pm,
Elizabeth von Trapp,
granddaughter of the
legendary Maria & Baron von
Trapp, will present a program
often described a s “simply
beautiful,” “hauntingly clear,”
and  “joyfully  expressive.”
Tickets are required for this
event and can be purchased
at the Cathedral office. Prices
are $10, for adults and $5.00
for students. For more
information,  contact the

Cathedral Office, 235

JAYHAWK AREA
AGENCY ON AGING

Presents...Diabetes Education and
Prevention for Seniors and Their
Caregivers. A series of three free
workshops on  Diabetes 101,
Survival Skills, and Putting it All
Together for a Lifetime of Health
will be presented on three
consecutive Tuesdays ~ April 1%,
8™ and 15™ from 9:00 AM to Noon
at Asbury Mount Olive United
Methodist Church (1196 SW
Buchanan). Lunch is included. For
more information, and to reserve a
place in this free program call JAAA
at 235-1367.

FROM DRY BONES TO

LIFE-GIVING BREATH
Missional Ministry

Conference
April 23-24
This conference, featuring
nationally recognized

speakers and sponsored by
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the Central States Synod, will
give participants an
opportunity to explore what
God is up to in their contexts
in conversation with others to
develop action plans for their
congregations that
demonstrate God’s mission to
save and redeem the world to
the local community. The
conference will take place at
Holy Cross Lutheran Church,
Overland Park, Kansas. Lay
people, PMAs, clergy are
invited to attend. There will be
a fellowship event on Tuesday
night before the conference
begins. Conference sessions
will take place on Wednesday
and Thursday. On Wednesday
night, there will be a banquet
with entertainment and a
missional educational
presentation. Conference fees
are $100 for individuals, $190
for a two-person team from a
congregation (and then $40
per person for each additional
team member). For more
information, contact Rev. Len
Dale at the Synod Office (866-
915-3548 or |dale@css-
elca.org) or Ms. Kathie Smith
(kathie.smith@earthlink.net).

AUGUSTANA
HERITAGE

GATHERING VI
The Augustana Heritage
Association has planned its
sixth gathering in Lindsborg
from June 19-22, 2008. This
is an opportunity to celebrate
the heritage of the
Augustana Synod as well as
to tell the stories and share
the faith of ancestors who
came from Sweden to this
new land. For more
information, contact Pastor



Richard Monson at 620-241-
6003 or go online to
www.auqustanaheritage.org.

ELCA GLOBAL
FORMATION EVENT

These events bring together
experts and resources on
global and domestic ministry
in one place for one
weekend so congregational
groups can build on the skills
they need to be an effective
part of God’s mission. In a
day an a half, participants
explore the changing context
of the global church and how
it influences both global and
local ministry, the challenging
witness from our global
companions, and the biblical
foundation for the
accompaniment model of
mission. A number of
workshops are available to

help participants build
specific skills. The nearest of
these events this year will be
April 18-19 at St. John’s
Lutheran Church. Des
Moines, lowa. Cost for the
event is $35. For more
information, contact Mia
Cortez at 800-638-3522 ext
2643 or go online to
www.elca.org/gme/GME200
8/index.html.

SUMPTUOUS
SETTINGS 2008

This annual benefit for
Meals on Wheels will take
place May 3™ and 4™ at the
Kansas Museum of History —
The event features table
settings by local designers
and artists, a tea room
serving finger sandwiches
and sweets along with tea,
and a boutique of unique

items. Hours for this event
are 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM on
Saturday, May 3™ and 11:30
AM to 4:30 PM on Sunday
May 4". (The tearoom closes
at 4:.00 PM). Tickets are
$6.00 in advance, $7.00 at
the door. Advanced tickets
may be purchased at
Alliance Bank, Capital City
Bank, Capital Federal
Savings, and CoreFirst Bank
& Trust.
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