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From the Pastor

A few weeks ago, at the Cluster Event for our Partnership in Missional Church
process, we were talking about “friendly congregations.” Studies have shown
that most congregations that perceive themselves as “friendly” are indeed
friendly places ... for their own members. As far as outsiders, like visitors, are
concerned, they are not friendly places

Like a lot of churches, we here at Trinity see ourselves as a friendly
congregation. I've heard stories from members who have visited other
congregations where no one has talked to them at all. At Trinity, visitors would
be hard pressed to get out the door without someone trying to get their name.
That’s a good start towards welcoming strangers into our midst.

But, as one of the pastors in our cluster mentioned, we can get a sort of “herd
mentality” ... we look like cows with our heads all together in the center of a
circle and our rears to the outside. That’s not exactly an attractive sight — let alone
a welcoming one. We do try to learn names of our visitors, and we try to get
some contact information. But do they see more of our rears than of our faces?

What appearance do we present to the outside world? Friendly welcoming
faces, or closed in backsides? It's something to think about as we prepare for the
next phase in our PMC process. Starting in the fall, we’ll be finding ways to
connect with the community around us ... going outside our walls to meet with
people there, inviting outsiders inside our church (or maybe our homes) so we
can get to know them. And when we think of the community around us, we need
to think about more than just the geographic neighborhood around our building;
we should also be thinking about the people we are in relationship with in our
own neighborhoods and in our workplaces.

There will be more information about the next phase later this year. In the
meantime, we can get ready to welcome those we’ll be making contact with. We
can practice showing our friendly, welcoming faces, greeting people with warm
smiles, and breaking out of our closed-in circles. Think about it when you see
cows in the field during your travels this summer.

The Peace of Christ to you!
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women’s Study is on break for the Summer.
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place 1
Priscilla Circle at 10:00 AM Third Monday

SUNDAY READINGS

June 1, 2008 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Deut 11:18-21, 26-28
Psalm 31:1-5, 19-24
Romans 1:16-17; 3:22b-28
Matt 7:21-29

June 8, 2008 FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Hosea 5:15—6:6
Psalm 50:7-15
Romans 4:13-25
Matt 9:9-13, 18-26

June 15, 2008 FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Exod 19:2-8a
Psalm 100
Romans 5:1-8
Matt 9:35—10:8(9-23)

June 22, 2008 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Jer 20:7-13
Psalm 69:7-10 (11-15) 16-18
Romans 6:1b-11
Matt 10:24-39

June 29, 2008 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Jer 28:5-9
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Rom 6:12-23
Matt 10:40-42



EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

TIME AFTER
PENTECOST

This is where we spend
about half of the liturgical year.
The first half focuses on the
coming of Christ (Advent &
Christmas), the dazzling
revelations of God in Christ
Jesus (Epiphany), the suffering
and death of Jesus (Lent &
Holy  Week), and the
resurrection of Jesus (Easter).
With the coming of the Spirit
to those first disciples on
Pentecost, the fiftieth day of
Easter, we enter the time of the
Church, a time when we focus
on what it means for our lives —
and our life together as a
community of faith — to be
followers of Jesus Christ.

Sometimes this period of
the church year has been called
“ordinary time,” which makes it
sound kind of boring. Ordinary
in this case is taken from the
word ordinal, which refers to
numbers used in sequential
counting ... like 1%, 2, 3", etc.
Hence we mark the Sundays 3"
Sunday after Pentecost, 4"
Sunday after Pentecost, etc.

But actually there is nothing
ordinary — let alone boring — in
this time of the church. There
are  challenging  teachings,
examples, and stories from the
life of Jesus to consider as we
learn what we are asked to do as
those who would be called by
the name of Christ, who follow
in the way of Jesus. The color
throughout the season of the
church is green, a color of life
and growth. It reminds us that
we are called to grow day by

day, week by week in faith and
follower-ship as we together
follow hard after Jesus.

CHANGES IN THE
APOSTLES CREED

During the Season of
Church, the time after
Pentecost, we will be using
the Apostles’ Creed in our
services. Since we began
using the new hymnals last
October, many have
remarked on the changes
that have been made to the
wording of this creed. Why
did it change? It is true that
the original forms of the
creed, written in classic
Greek and Latin, haven't
changed. In large part, this
is because no one speaks
those languages anymore.
However, because we
continue to speak the
English language, our words
shift and change in their
meanings and common
usage. Every so often, an
inter-denominational panel of
English language speaking
experts (called the
Committee for the English
Language Use of the
Common Texts, or
something like that) meets to
work out the best way of
expressing the original
thoughts of the Apostles’
Creed, the Nicene Creed,
and the Lord’s Prayer in the
English language as it is
used and understood at the
current  time. These
revisions are used whenever
a new hymnal is produced.
The purpose of a creedal
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statement is to say what it is
we believe. It is important
that such a statement be
clear, not just to those in the
know, but to outsiders so
they can understand what it
is that we’re saying we
believe. The changes to the
creed in the ELW are meant
to clarify the meaning of the
creed, not really to confuse
us. With all the practice we
will have this summer, the
new form will soon be as
comfortable as the old.

Accessibility Task
Force Committee
Update
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PETER AND PAUL,
APOSTLES
June 29th

This is one of the few festival days
that fall on a Sunday this year.
Peter and Paul, the two most
prominent apostles (or
messengers) of Jesus each have
two commemorations during the
year. In January, the Confession of
Peter and the Conversion of Paul
are celebrated a week apart. Then,
on June 290 the two are
remembered together as martyrs.
In life Peter and Paul were two very
different people.  Peter was a
common, plain-spoken fisherman
who frequently spoke before he
thought.  Paul was a devout
Pharisee,  well-educated  and
literate, a genius in his rhetorical
abilities. Peter was a follower of
Jesus from the very beginning, one
of the inner circle. Paul never knew
Jesus in life ... and his involvement
with the Jesus movement started
with his persecution of the followers
of Jesus. Peter and Paul did not
always get along. Peter had been
the first of Jesus’ followers to take
the message to non-Jews. But
when he took too much criticism for
it, Peter stopped talking to the
Gentiles.  Paul became tired of
rejection from his fellow Jews and
decided to focus on the Gentiles ...
and he took Peter to task for
avoiding them.

According to church tradition,
both Peter and Paul ended up in
Rome at the end of their lives and
were martyred on the same date
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under Nero ... Peter by crucifixion
(but upside down at his request
since he considered himself
unworthy to die in the exact same
manner as his Lord), and Paul by
beheading, as befits a Roman
citizen. Although they disagreed in
life, the icon of Peter and Paul
shows the two of them standing
shoulder to shoulder, holding the
building of a church in front of
them. The icon recognizes that the
Church as a whole needs both the
work and witness of Peter and of
Paul.

We will have readings from the
Book of Romans, possibly the last
of Paul's letters, throughout the
summer months.

FIFTH SUNDAY
SPECIAL

June has five Sundays. On
the last Sunday in June, we
will receive a special offering
for the work of Thrivent and
Habitat for Humanity on a
construction project here in
Topeka. On Sunday, June
22", a representative from
Thrivent will be present to
discuss the project and what
is needed. Becky will be
available during coffee hour
that Sunday to answer
questions about what is
involved and how people
can help with this valuable
work. Watch for more
information about “Thrivent
Builds” in the bulletin inserts
and bulletin boards.



CAMP TOMAH

SHINGA NEWS

Camp schedules are
available in the church
narthex, fellowship hall, and
outside the church office.
Financial assistance for
camp fees is available.

May 31 is a general
camp work day from
9:.00am to 3:.00pm. Site
set-up maintenance and
general cleaning is planned
and lunch will be provided.
More work will be done
from June 1** to 6" Work
hours are 9:00am to
3:.00pm each day and
lunch will be provided.
However, overnight
accommodations will not
be available. The Annual
Quilt Auction will take
place on Saturday, July
12",

NEW ARRIVALS

ENSLEE MICHELLE
BLOSSER
To Phil & Lori Blosser
May 15, 2008

JAYDEN LYNN
HILTGEN

To Bridget Hiltgen
May 5, 2008

CHURCH PICNIC &
SUNDAY SCHOOL
CELEBRATION

Sunday, June 15", We will
gather at Tecumseh Park at
3:30 p.m. for a picnic, fun
games, and great
conversations. Please bring
a dish to share and table

settings. Hot dogs and
drinks will be provided.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
a DAY CAMP

July 7th - lith at
Qur Savior's Lutheran Church

Preschool - Kindergarten
9:00am - II3O0pm
$IO per child

First - Sixth Grade

Day Camp Program

2:00am -3:00pm
$2O per camper

The Day Camp program will be
led by trained staff from
MNebraska Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries. Additional adult
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volunteers are needed as well.
This summer program is
sponsored by Trinity, First, and
Our Savior’s Lutheran
Churches. Itis opento all
children regardless of church
membership. Registration
forms are available inthe
church office. Planto attend
the VBS Celebration Kick-Off
Potluck on June 7th at
6:00pm at Our Savior's. (You
do not have to be involved with
VBS inany way to attend)

TREATS FOR
STUDENTS

We will have treat day on
Monday June 2m. Please
bring items on Sunday April
6th  for Treat day. The
students really enjoy bottled
water and homemade treats.
Thanks!

CONGRATS TO

OUR GRADS
Class of 2007-2008
Graduates
Kali Jo Arney
(Silver Lake, HS)
Joshua Coufal
(Hiawatha, HS)
Kye-Suk ‘Poca” Fields
(Washburn University)



Annika Grubb
(Topeka, HS)
Eric Holthaus
(Topeka, HS)
Sydney Johnson
(Buhler, HS)

Erin Lewis
(Washburn University)
Ben Rutherford
(University of Missouri, KC)
Jennifer Walker
(Topeka, HS)

We give thanks to you, O Lord,
this day for the graduates in this
community and the gifts and
skills you have given to these
men and women.  Their
educational journey has been
an exploration of the gifts you
have given. Their diplomas and
degrees are a sign of
refinement for these (gifts.

Through the struggles and
triumphs of their studies, your
Spirit has been with them. May
your Spirit, which has sustained
them to their graduations,
sustain them as they venture
into the future. May your Spirit
lead them from this day to use
their gifts and skills in response
to your call to each of them, a
call to serve you in this world
you have made.

We pray for our graduates this
day. We rejoice with them at
their accomplishments. With
them, we trust your guidance as
they move into new roles in our
community. May their lives,
and their work among us, be
signs of your presence, grace,
and love. May all that they do
give glory to you, O God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
now and forever.Amen.

HELP NEEDED

IMMEDIATELY!

Sunday School
Superintendent needed
immediately to coordinate
the Christian education
programs (youth  and
adult) at Trinity. Must be
committed to growing our
current program,
have good organization
skills and the ability to
work with others including
the coordination of
learning activitles with the
activities of other
committees. Interested
person should contact
Diane Bottorff, council

liaison to the Learning

Committee or Pastor
Trudy. Thanks!
PRISCILLA CIRCLE

For the summer months a
new topic of study will begin
titled, "Come to the Waters".
It will explore the subject of
Baptism.

The study will draw on
Scripture, the baptismal
service, Martin Luther, and
the ELCA's statement on
sacramental practices, "The
Use of the Means of Grace".
This study will be in keeping
with the Triennial Gathering
of the Women of the ELCA
which takes place in Salt
Lake City in July when more
than 2500 women will come
together to pray, learn, serve
and give as children of God.
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Our group will meet June 19,
10 am. in the library and
Elaine P. will guide the first
session on baptism, "Water,
Water Everywhere".

During the summer studies
bring memorabilia of your
own baptism or that of
members of your family such
as certificates, pictures,
clothing. Joan P. will have
the coffee ready to welcome
you. Everyone welcome!

TRINITY

DINING OUT
Trinity's DINING OUT
Group is open to anyone and
everyone. Just a group who
enjoys good food and
conviviality at various dining
spots in Topeka. Join us at 6
pm the Third Wednesday of
each month at the place chosen
and announced in the Sunday
Bulletin.

HOSTS
June 18 Elwaine and Joanne
Pomeroy
July 16  Lucille Falley
August 20 Julie Reeves

September

17

October 15 Wendell and
Dorothy Strom

January 21 Elaine Patton
February 18 Walt and Helen
Laughlin
March 18
O’Neil

Roy and rosie



H GHLI GHTS OF
CONGREGATI ONAL
COUCI L MEETI NG

MAY 14, 2008

Comm ttee Reports:
Lear ni ng: Sunday
school is sponsoring

an end of year picnic

for all members and
friends on Sunday,
June 1%', at Tecumseh
Park, from 3:30 p.m.

until  dusk.  Bring
table  service and
food to share. The
last Sunday for
children's Sunday
school was May 18.
The adult class will
continue through the
summer. Pam Kobbeman
has resigned as

Sunday School
Superintendent.

Per sonnel : Starting
June 9, Jen
Shelley will be in

the  office Monday
t hr ough Friday for
four hours each
morning.

Property: Didn't pass
the annual boiler
inspections.

Al Rookestool has

been contacted to
determine what needs
to be done to correct
the deficits. It's
time for the elevator
inspection. No recent
elevator malfunctions
have been
reported. The weather
has caused delays in
moving the TLC house
off of the property.

St ewar dshi p/ Fi nance:
5th Sunday Special in
June will go to
Habitat for Humanity
with a speaker making

a presentation during

a worship service in
June. Jane Lewis will
conclude her work as
treasurer at the end

of May. A new
treasurer has not be
identified. Jane
wrote a letter
describing the job
responsibilites. This
letter has been sent

to six individuals,
requesting that they
consider the job.
Jane is willing to
train the new
treasurer. Expenses
exceeded income by
$2,085. in April and
expenses exceed
income by $1.057 year
to date. Donations
toward the
Partnership for a
Missional Church now
total $2,001. This
amount will be sent
on to help meet our

obligation for
participation in this
program.

W t nessi ng: would

like to update the
Trinity brochure and
plan a neighborhood
block party similar
to the one held last

June. Consider
coordinating the
block party with
Rally Day in
September. May
graduates of Baker
School of  Nursing

were recognized  with

a small bag of
goodies and a
graduation card.

Part nership for a
M ssi onal Chur ch:
Third cluster event

is May 16 and 17.
Steering Committee
and Council members
will be attending.

New busi ness: The
Council is
considering the
development of a
Mutual Ministry
Committee. Pastor
provided a hand-out
describing the
committee structure

and its roles. Pastor
also gave a handout
and spoke  briefly
about conflict in
congregations. This
was in response to
comments made by
congregational

leaders who were
interviewed as part
of the first phase of

the Partnership for a
Missional Church.
Council members who
serve as committee
liaisons were asked
to share information
from the handout as

they meet
with committees. A
report was received
from the

Accessibility Task
Force indicating that
additional signs have
been ordered. The
task force will
initiate "Pew



Buddies" in June.
This would pair a
member with a new
worshipper to help
the new person
navigate the service.
Concerns about
personal safety and
security of our
property was raised.
The AA groups will be
asked to keep doors
secured during their
meetings. A training
session on personal

safety open to
members, Baker
nursing students and
other interested
persons was
suggested.
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If you are unable to
serve, please arrange for
someone to take your
place, & please let the
church  office  know.
Thanks!

JUNE 2008

CELEBRATING

BIRTHDAYS...

4th Velma Pollock
Elwaine Pomeroy
Charlotte Provo-
Blenden

5th Duane Pomeroy

8th Suzanne Strom

oth Martha Erickson
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10t Susan Erickson
12t John Carlson
14t Vickie Jacobs
17t Charlie Walker
18t Trudy Timm
19t Mary McGinnis
20t Heather Adams
23d  Christopher Arney
Tanner Calvin
24t Jennifer Walker
25t Sherryl Coufal
26t LaVell Winsor
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CELEBRATING
BAPTISMS...

1st Rachel Heald

4th Annette Lesser
Liz Utech

5th Moji Hassan

gth Katie Challquist

7th Donna J. Allen

8th Olivene Albrecht

18t Jim Erickson

20t Shane Pomeroy

21st  Bridget Hiltgen

WEDDING

ANNIVERSARIES ...

1st Harley & Heather
Adams

12t Bill & Velma Pollock
Ryan & Jenny Rohn

15t George & Ellen Irwin

17t Seth & Quinci Packard
Tom & Pat Schaeffer

18t Kevin & Jennifer
Hoffmans

25t Howard & Loni Reece

26t Merle & Bonnie Adams
Curt & Jane Lewis

30t Shane & Janalyn
Pomeroy




GIVE

THANKS

I would like to thank you for
the prayers, well wishes,
calls, cards, food, visits and
help as | continue my
recovery  from Achilles
tendon surgery last March. |
truly appreciate my Trinity

family. Dean McGinnis
SYNOD NEWS
The 2008 Synod

Assembly with the theme:
“God’s Work, Our Hands -
Making All Things New!”
will take place from June
6-8 at the Renaissance
Airport Hotel in St. Louis,
Missouri. Debbie &
Duane Pomeroy and
Pastor Trudy are the
voting members from
Trinity at this year's
assembly. Keep them,
and the whole assembly,
in prayer on these days ...
and look for reports from
the synod assembly in the
July Tidings.

The  Association  of
Lutheran Older Adults
(ALOA) is presenting a
“Lutherhostel,” a five-day
musical feast, in
conjunction with
Lutheran Summer Music.
This event will take place
at Gustavus Adolphus
College in St. Peter,
Minnesota Julyl6th to

20th, For more
information check out the
ALOA website

www.ALOAserves.org or
contact Lois and Walter
Schmidt, 623-937-8835
or waltlois@cox.net.

You can see the synod
newsletter on-line at
www.css-elca.org

IMAGO DEI Friends
of Christianity &
the Arts

106~ 3 .
The Importance of
Being Earnest
1 A T B 8
C /

June 19-21 and June 26-
28. 3

SHAWNEE SUMMER
SCORCARD PROGRAM

The Lifestyle Improvement
Coalition of K-State Research
and Extension Services in
Shawnee County is offering a
special program aimed at kids
ages 9 to 13 to promote
physical activity and healthy
eating over the summer
months. Free scorecard
packets are available to help
Kids track their efforts over the
summer. Completed
scorecards can be entered in
the grand prize drawings for
prizes like a Wii, an iPOD, a
bike, a skateboard, and other
items. Scorecard packets are
available at City of Topeka
Parks and Recreation sites,

the Gym Zone, Topeka
Shawnee County Health
Agency, Topeka Shawnee

County Library, Unicare, the
YMCAs, the YWCA, and the K-
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State Research and Extension
Office. The grand finale
celebration will be on August
10t at 6:30pm in the Gage
Park Shelter House. Check
out www.shawnee.ksu.edu.
For more information on this
program, contact Lisa at K-
State Research and Extension
at 232-0062, ext 110 or
limartin@ksu.edu.
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AUGUSTANA
HERITAGE

GATHERING VI
The Augustana Heritage
Association has planned its
sixth gathering in Lindsborg
from June 19-22, 2008. This
is an opportunity to celebrate
the heritage of the
Augustana Synod as well as
to tell the stories and share
the faith of ancestors who

came from Sweden to this
new land. For more
information, contact Pastor
Richard Monson at 620-241-
6003 or go online to
www.augustanaheritage.org.

THE JULY
TIDINGS

DEADLINE
Will be Monday,
June 23" at 8 AM
Thanks!
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