
1 

“Trinity Tidings” 
A monthly newsletter of 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 
731 SW Buchanan Street, Topeka, Kansas 66606 

 
Number 7 July, 2008 

 
 
CONGREGATION 

COUNCIL 
OFFICERS: 
 

Keith Springer, 
President 
357-4536 
 
Ben Errebo, 
Vice-President 
221-4367 
 
Diane Bottorff, 
Secretary 
271-7131 
 
Treasurer 
 
MEMBERS: 

Ron Axelton 
272-6106 
 
Dean Bilstein 
379-9872 
 
 

Loretta Hoerman 
478-1700 

 
 

Curt Lewis 
286-2728 
 
Roy O’Neil 
354-7252 
 
Elwaine Pomeroy 
233-8013 
 
Junior Utech 
272-0664 
 

 

From the Pastor 

     As we move into July, our gospel readings turn to the parables – the 

teaching stories Jesus told.  These stories capture the imagination by using 

familiar sights and events … seed scattered and sprouting … good plants 

and weeds growing together … treasure hunting and bargain shopping … 

things we have some experience with.  But then the stories turn in 

surprising ways, leading us to imagine the activity of God in new and 

different ways. 

     At least one of these parables is very familiar: The Sower and the Seed. 

When we hear parables like this one, we most often look at it through the 

lens of the self … What sort of soil am I?  What sort of soil ought I to be?  How 

can I be better soil?  There is much benefit to be had in such self-reflection, in 

repentance and a renewed determination to be faithful to the ways of God. 

     But what if we looked at these familiar parables from a different 

perspective, turning our focus from “what does this parable mean for my 

life?” to “what does this parable show us about God?”  Whatever these 

parables may tell us about ourselves and our lives, they tell us at least as 

much about the ways of God in the world.  These stories invite us to 

consider how God is actively at work in the world, what God is doing … 

and how we can be a part of whatever it is that God is doing. 

     The call to be part of this work of God is both collective (all of us 

together as church) and individual (each of us scattered to the places God 

has placed us in daily life).  Work is needed at both levels to carry out what 

the parables reveal – the movement of the reign of God in this world.  As 

the parables tell us, the reign of God works in small, at times scarcely 

noticeable ways … but something big happens as a result! 

     See you on Sundays as the parables stir us to imagine God bringing big 

results through small, little things in the coming weeks! 
  

       
       The Peace of Christ to you!The Peace of Christ to you!The Peace of Christ to you!The Peace of Christ to you!    
                                                                                                                                                                                                        Pastor TrudyPastor TrudyPastor TrudyPastor Trudy    
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WORSHIP & PRAYER 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club) 
WORSHIP 

Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service 

BIBLE STUDY 
 Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement 
 Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall 
 Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women’s Study is on break for the Summer. 
                      2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place  
                     And 3:00 PM at Luther Place I 
 Priscilla Circle at 10:00 AM Third Monday 

 

 
SUNDAY READINGS 
 

July 6, 2008   EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Zech 9:9-12 
Psalm 145:8-14 
Romans 7:15-25a 
Matt 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 13, 2008    NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Isaiah 55:10-13 
Psalm 65: (1-8) 9-13 
Romans 8:1-11 
Matt 13:1-9, 18-23 

 
July 20, 2008    TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 Isaiah 44:6-8 
 Psalm 86:11-17 
 Romans 8:12-25 
 Matt 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
July 27, 2008    ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 1 King 3:5-12 
 Psalm 119:129-136 
 Romans 8:26-39 
 Matt 13:31-33, 44-52 
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EVENTS & HAPPENINGS 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
PRELUDE 

In anticipation of the 

Fourth of July, special 

music will be presented 

before the worship service 

on Sunday, June 29th.  

Come early for this twenty-

minute time of patriotic 

music.  Music starts at 

10:05. 
 

SUMMER FAVORITES 
RETURNS 

During worship on Sunday, 
June 29th we will receive 
requests for favorite hymns 
for the summer months.  
Simply note your favorite 
hymn title or number (or 
both) on the slip of paper in 
the bulletin. Then drop the 
slip in the offering plate.  
Favorite hymns will be sung 
during communion in the 
months of July and August.  
(But they might show up at 
other points in the service as 
well!)  Call or email the 
church office if you are 
unable to contribute your 
request in person. 
 

PENTECOST: A 
TIME OF GROWTH 

     There are no festival 
Sundays during the month of 
July.  But that doesn’t mean 
nothing is happening.  The 
season of Pentecost is a 
time for celebrating the 
growth and flourishing of 
Christian community.  We’ll 
be growing in this season by 
moving into a new worship 
service. 

     Since we dedicated our 
new ELW hymnals, we’ve 
been using the services that 
are already familiar to us … 
the ones that were the first 
and second settings in the 
LBW, the fifth setting in the 
ELW that reaches back to 
the second setting in the old 
red book (SBH – the Service 
Book and Hymnal).  Most 
recently, we’ve been using 
the elements of the Bread of 
Life setting that we learned 
from the blue WOV books.  
Although these are in the 
new book, none of these 
services was truly new for 
us. 
     During this month, we’ll 
start to become familiar with 
a new setting, Setting One in 
the new hymnal.  This setting 
has much the same wording 
as our familiar settings, but 
the music was written for this 
new hymnal.  Assisting 
ministers will be gathering in 
the sanctuary on Saturday, 
July 12th at 10:00am to 
learn the new music.  
Anyone who wants a preview 
of this new service and to 
learn the new music is 
welcome to attend.  We will 
also be forming a summer 
vocal ensemble to help 
introduce the new music 
during services in July and 
August. 
     Come to the learning 
event on July 12th.  Listen for 
the new music later this 
month and into August.  Get 
ready for a new sound later 
in August as God continues 
to do new things in our 
midst. 

WORSHIP WHYSWORSHIP WHYSWORSHIP WHYSWORSHIP WHYS 
     The April issue of The 
Lutheran magazine had an 
article about passing the 
peace in worship.  The 
June issue carried a 
number of letters from 
readers who responded to 
the article.  Questions 
about this time of sharing 
aren’t just here at Trinity; 
lots of Lutherans around 
the country are asking 
those questions. 
     So why do we have the 
peace where we do – in 
the middle of the service?  
The best place to start in 
answering that question is 
to ask another question 
first: What is it that we 
are sharing? 
     What we are sharing is 
the peace of the risen 
Christ.  The first words 
Jesus spoke to his startled 
followers when he 
suddenly appeared among 
them on Easter evening 
were “Peace be with you.”  
In our worship services, 
the presiding minister and 
the congregation 
exchange peace in 
remembrance of that 
greeting.  This exchange 
comes right after the 
prayers of the people as a 
reminder that the ultimate 
answer to our prayers is 
the peace of the risen 
Christ. 
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     After this exchange, 
the focus of the service 
turns to Communion.  
Worshippers will soon be 
gathering to eat together 
at the Lord’s table.  Since 
we are going to eat 
together, we ought to be 
at peace with one 
another. 
     The passing of the 
peace is an opportunity to 
do this.  It is appropriate 
to offer those around you 
words of peace.  “Peace 
be with you”  “God’s 
peace”  “The peace of the 
Lord be with you” … 
Words like these convey 
what the moment is 
about: sharing together in 
the peace of God.  It is 
also appropriate to extend 
this greeting of peace to 
people you may have 
difficulties with as a way 
of seeking reconciliation.  
Shaking hands, making a 
slight bow, or hugging (if 
both hugger and hug-ee 
are comfortable with that) 
are appropriate gestures 
of peace. 
     This is a moment of 
worship, not for 
socializing.  It is not 
appropriate to catch up on 
news or make plans to call 
or get together later 
during the sharing of the 
peace.  There are ample 
opportunities for that at 
the coffee fellowship hour 
after the service.  We 
share the peace of God 

during our worship service 
as an act of learning the 
pattern of life in the Reign 
of God – which is the point 
of all our worship. 
     The peace of the Lord The peace of the Lord The peace of the Lord The peace of the Lord 
be with you!be with you!be with you!be with you! 

 
BLOOD PRESSURE 

CHECKS 
Blood Pressure Checks will be 

available after the service on 
Sunday, July 6th. Come to the 

kitchen after the service and a 

Baker nursing student will be 

there to take your B.P. 

 

New Website!New Website!New Website!New Website!    
The Trinity Lutheran Church 
website has been going through 
a major overhaul.  The original 
site was a good site and it 
required Cindy McGinnis, who 
is experienced with some 
specialized software, to update 
it.  The new site does not 
require any specialized software 
or knowledge to update the 
material. 
We are looking for members of 
the congregation who would 
like to write a 'column', 
commonly called a blog, on our 
site to let us know (David 
Tannen, Ben Errebo, or Cindy 
McGinnis).  All you need is a 
computer, internet connection, 
and the ability to use a 'simple 
word processor' (which is built 
into the Website). 
If you have any questions please 
contact David Tannen 
(tannen@jcdisciples.org) 

 

Priscilla Circle 

This month is an important 
month for the Women of 
the ELCA. Central 
StatesWomen will meet in 
Springfield Mo. July 25-
27.  Please keep Susan Fitz, 
delegate, Donna Low and 
Elaine Patton in your 
prayers as they travel and 
represent Trinity at this 
gathering.  Also, remember 
in prayer the 2500 ladies 
attending the Triennial 
Gathering Women of ELCA 
in Salt Lake City  July 8-
11.  Both events meet with 
a theme on Baptism. Trinity 
Women’s bible study will 
meet July 2l, 10:00 a.m. 
with Connie Mize and Joan 
Vogue in the Library.  Our 
summer study, “Water, 
Water Everywhere” is also 
on the subject of baptism. 
Just what we need at this 
time in our life to assure us 
of God’s great love for the 
world.  Come! Bring a friend 
and a memory of your own 
baptism (picture, clothing, 
certificate). 

,  

Fall Block PartyFall Block PartyFall Block PartyFall Block Party    
Witnessing Committee is 
planning a Fall Block 
Party for Sept. 13 (Sat).  
We will need help with the 
planning, organizing and 
running the event.  Please 
contact David Tannen at 
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tannen@jcdisciples.org or 
via phone. 
 

TRINITY  
DINING OUT 

 The Dining Out 
Group will meet July 16th 
at McFarland’s, Topeka 
at 6:00 p.m.  Lucille 
Falley is hosting. 
 

80TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 

Lucille Falley’s family 

cordially invites you to 

join us for an  

open house  

to celebrate  

Lucille’s 80th birthday 

Saturday, July 26th 

1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. 
Rose Hill Place 

Clubhouse 

 3600 SW Gage Blvd.  

NO GIFTS PLEASE. 

 

EDITH RYDELL 

 is currently at Pioneer Ridge 
Assisted Living 4851 Harvard 

Road Lawrence, Kansas 
66049  Please keep Edith in 

your prayers and encourage her 
with cards and notes as she 
continues her recovery. 

PARTNERSHIP FOR 
MISSIONAL 

CHURCH UPDATE 
 Keep the Congregation Council 
in prayer for their July 19th 
retreat.  (The names of the 
council members appear on the 
front page of the newsletter.)  
The council has received the 
information gathered in the 
Partnership for Missional 
Church (PMC) process to this 
point: the Timeline event from 
last November, the reader’s 
report on the interviews 
conducted last October and 
November, the Church Future 
Finder Database report, and the 
summaries from the 
Congregation Conversation 
Event in April.  Now the 
council will seek the leading of 
the Spirit towards the direction 
in which God is calling us to go.  
At the retreat, the council will 
reach a consensus on which one 
of the missional challenges we 
are facing we will address first.  
The decision council makes will 
guide our work in the next 
phase of the PMC process. 
     Direct us, Lord God, in all 
our doings with your most 
gracious favor, and extend to 
us your continual help.  That 
which we do not know, reveal; 
that which is wanting in us, fill 
up; that which we know, 
confirm.  Lead us to truth and 
unity by the guidance of your 
Spirit that what we do may 
glorify your name and spread 
the news of your reign.  We 
pray through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  (ELW, prayers on p. 86) 
 

 
 

CAMP TOMAH CAMP TOMAH CAMP TOMAH CAMP TOMAH 
SHINGASHINGASHINGASHINGA    
Quilt AuctionQuilt AuctionQuilt AuctionQuilt Auction    

Saturday, July 12Saturday, July 12Saturday, July 12Saturday, July 12thththth    
Quilts go on display at 

9:00am 
Bidding begins at 10:00am 

BBQ lunch will be served 
at 11:30am 

Camp tours are available 
throughout the day 

The quilt auction is a fun 

event for the whole family.  
Quilts are donated by 

individuals and 
congregations around the 
synod. 
Camp Tomah Shinga, now 

wholly owned by the 
Central States Synod, 
began 2008 free of debt.  

Lots of hours of volunteer 
labor have improved camp 
facilities considerably, but 
more work is needed.  The 

operating budget for the 
camp for 2008 is 

$283,000.  Camp Tomah 
Shinga is seeking 

contributions to help fund 
repairs, facility 

improvements, and 
program installations.  
Thrivent members are 
eligible to have their 
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contributions matched by 
Thrivent up to $600 per 
member.  Contact Thrivent 
for a GivingPlus form.  
Contributions can be 
mailed to Camp Tomah 
Shinga, 7821 Lyons Creek 

Road, Junction City, KS 
66441-7830. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
CONGREGATIONAL 
COUCIL MEETING 

JUNE 11, 2008 
 

Committee Reports:  
Learning 
a Sunday School 
superintendent is still 
needed. The committee will 
be meeting to begin planning 
for Fall.  An anonymous 
donor has provided 
scholarships for youth or 
adults to attend Camp Toma 
Shinga this summer. Five 
campers have received 
scholarships to date, but 
funds are still available. 
  
Property 
Dale Waterman and Howard 
Reece are removing the 
chain link fence at the TLC 
house in preparation for the 
move of the house off of the 
property. Some of this fence 
may be placed across 
the west side of the property 
once the house is gone. The 
mover hopes to get the 
house off the property during 
the week of June 9.  
  
 
 

Stewardship/Finance 
still need someone to fill the 
treasurer's position. For May 
General Fund contributions 
were $2,280. below what is 
needed to meet the monthly 
budget. Year to date the 
General Fund is 
$3,338. behind. Approval 
was given to a request from 
the committee to use 
bequest money to pay down 
up to $30,000. on the 
principle of the Building Fund 
Loan and to meet with  
Capital City Bank about 
the possibility of re-financing 
the loan.  
  
Partnership for a  
Missional Church 
We have almost completed 
Phase I of the process 
(Discovery). The Council and 
the Steering Committee will 
have a retreat on July 19 for 
the purpose of shifting 
through the 
information that has been 
gathered to reach consensus 
on a missional challenge that 
we feel called to address 
over the next 9-12 months. 
  
Pastor reported that she has 
held several Congregation 
Coffees to become better 
acquainted with members. 
These events will continue 
through the summer. 
 

JULY 
WORSHIP LEADERS 
Acolytes  
6 Catalina Cretsinger 

 Rachel Heald 

13 Trey Horton 

 Ben Cretsinger 

20 Kaitlin Roesch 

 Kade Welp 

27 Alex Nichols 

 Mason Sheilds 
 

Alter Guild Team  
Janeen Horton 2 
 

Altar Flowers 
Coordinator 
LaVell Winsor 
 

Altar Flowers 
6 T.B.A. 

13 T.B.A. 

20 Linda Longren 

Elwaine & Joanne 

Pomeroy 

27 Andy & LaVell 

Winsor 

Elwaine & Joanne 

Pomeroy 
 

Assisting Ministers 
6 Dean Bilstein 

13 Vicki Jacobs 

20 Donna Low 

27 Marsha Ridinger 
 

ATTENTION 
ASSISTING 
MINISTERS 

There is a special 

meeting on Saturday, 
July 12th at 10:00am to 

practice the music for 

ELW Setting One.  All 

members of the 

congregation are 

welcome to come and 

learn the new service 

music. 
 

Coffee Hosts  
T.B.A. 
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Greeters  
6 Donna Low 

13 Edward Emmons 

20 Andy & LaVell 

Winsor 

27 Bill & Marsha 

Ridinger 
 

Lectors 
6 Diane Bottorff 

13 Velma Pollock 

20 Oscar Albrecht 

27 Joanne Pomeroy 
 

Usher 
 

If you are unable to 

serve, please arrange for 

someone to take your 

place, & please let the 

church office know.  

Thanks!   
 

JUJUJUJULYLYLYLY    2002002002008888    
 
CELEBRATING 
BIRTHDAYS . . . 
1st  Louise Hagadorn 
 Bruce Kunard 
2nd  Donna Southerland 
 Rodney Timm 
4th  Bridget Hiltgen 
 Florence Weeks 
5th  Don Walters 
 Dale Waterman 
6th  Lula Evans 
8th  Andy Winsor 
9th  Jenny Sodergren 
12th  Wilmer Johnson 
 Trisha Welch 
14th  Janelle Meredith 
15th  Curt Lewis 
16th  Edward Emmons 
 Marilyn Hypse 
20th  Katelin Cain 
 Bob Challquist 
 Sean Hoffmans 
 Cameron Koerner 
 Rhonda Webb 

21st  Barbara Apps 
 Dennis Mize 
 Dianne Reed 
23rd  Gilbert Brill 
24th  Donald Longren 
25th  Kade Welp 
26th  Sally Deghand 
 Wendell Strom 
27th  Audrey Horton 
28th  Everett Anderson 
 Kathryn Axelton 
 Lucille Falley 
 Alex Nichols 
29th  Parker Jackson 
30th  Brooke Henry  

 
CELEBRATING 

BAPTISMS… 
1st  Elaine Patton 
3rd  Marsha Ridinger 
6th   Tami Mars 
7th  John Carlson 
 Connie Mize 
8th   Genevieve Nyman 
 Tyler Tunnell 
10th  Donna Low 
13th  Cindy McGinnis 
18th  David McGinnis 
22nd  Jennifer Grubb 
 Edwin Heckman 
26th  Lula Evans 
 Kenneth Haehl 
29th  Martha Erickson 
WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES . . . 
2nd  Al & Susan Carpenter 
12th  Troy & Emilie 

Reinertsen 
26th  Andy & LaVell Winsor 
31st  Ed & Dorothy Gerhardt 

 
 

Thank you to the 
congregation at Trinity, and 
also to Pastor Trudy for your 
kindness and understanding 
during the changes in office 
hours due to my son’s ever 
changing schedule between 
preschool and summer 
camp!                 Jen Shelley 
  
CENTRAL STATES CENTRAL STATES CENTRAL STATES CENTRAL STATES 

SYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWSSYNOD NEWS    
     The 2008 Synod AsseThe 2008 Synod AsseThe 2008 Synod AsseThe 2008 Synod Assemblymblymblymbly in 

St. Louis was incredible.  The 

opening worship set the tone for 

the entire assembly: a desire to 

be about the work that God is 

calling us to do together in this 

time and place.  At the area 

ministry meetings earlier this 

year, the synod was seeking 

input for a new mission 

statement.  The statement was 

announced at the assembly:  

Changed by love … Sent by love 

… to Serve.  Throughout the 

assembly, various leaders in the 

synod described the process by 

which the statement was 

developed.  Each session also 

began with prayer and with 

interactive Bible study.  Prayer 

shawls were distributed to all the 

voting members and presenters 

as a reminder that our prayers 

are joined with the prayers of 

others … and that we can only 

serve according to God’s will by 

seeking God through prayer. 

     The business of the assembly 

was to approve the budget for 

the coming year, elect synod 

council members and voting 
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members to the 2009 

churchwide assembly.  There 

was a lively discussion of how to 

encourage youth participation at 

the synod level. 

     There was also a lot of fun … 

a barn dance and ice cream 

social on Thursday night, a 

lovely banquet on Friday night, 

and a BBQ and Blues night on 

Saturday at one of our churches 

in St. Charles. 

     Pastor Trudy, Duane and 

Debbie Pomeroy were the 

voting members from Trinity at 

the assembly.  Ask any of them 

about the assembly experience.  

Watch for another area ministry 

visit from the Synod staff later 

this year. 

     Scherer Memorial Lutheran Scherer Memorial Lutheran Scherer Memorial Lutheran Scherer Memorial Lutheran 

Church in ChapmanChurch in ChapmanChurch in ChapmanChurch in Chapman sustained 

substantial damage in the 

tornado that struck on June 11
th

.  

The parsonage also sustained 

heavy damage.  Most of the 

members’ homes were 

apparently spared, but many 

buildings in town were 

destroyed.  We are asked to 

keep the people of Chapman, 

Solider and Manhattan in our 

prayers.  The synod will pass 

along the information as needs 

become identified in the coming 

weeks. 
 

COMMUNITY 
FOURTH OF JULY 

SERVICE 
Grace Episcopal Cathedral 

Friday, July 4th 
10:00am 

Special Guest Speaker: Brig. 
Gen. Deborah Rose, Kansas 
National Guard 

A “Red, White & Blue” 
extravaganza of brass, drums, 
choirs, soloists, readings, 
speakers … and maybe even 
kitchen sinks 
 

RETROUVAILLE 
Help for Hurting 

Marriages 

Retrouvaille (say it retro-vi; 

it’s French for rediscovery) 

is a non-denominational 

Christian program to help 

couples move from hurting 

to health in their 

marriages.  A team of three 

married couples, with 

support from clergy, share 

the struggles and conflicts 

of their own marriages and 

how they grew through the 

disillusionment and pain to 

reconciliation and healing.  

Their sharing encourages 

participating couples to 

begin sharing their pain 

with one another in a safe, 

supportive, private 

environment.  A 

Retrouvaille weekend is 

neither a marriage retreat 

nor couples therapy.  Since 

1977, Retrouvaille has 

helped tens of thousands of 

couples to sustain their 

marriages in the face of 

serious difficulties.  If you 

are, or someone you know 

is, experiencing difficulty, 

disillusion, or 

disappointment in 

marriage, a Retrouvaille 

weekend can help.  The 
next weekend in the 
Kansas City area is July 

11-13. Contact Greg & 
Cathy DeBortoli for more 
information (816-540-
4644 or gcdeb@aol.com) 
 

GREAT SPACES  
Music & Arts Series 

Grace Episcopal Cathedral 
Friday, July 1th at 7:30pm 
Paradigm Vocal Ensemble  

from Texas presents a program of 
acapella singing with their very 
unique and consistent vocal blend.  
For more information, contact the 
Cathedral office 235-3457. 
 

IMAGO DEI 
Friends of Christianity & 

the Arts 
Do Black Patent Leather 
Shoes Really Reflect Up? – 
a play based on the 
humorous reflections of a 
young man on his 
experiences growing up 
Catholic will be presented 
at the Imago Dei Theatre 
in Kansas City July 17-19 
and July 24-26.  For more 
information on times and 
location, contact Imago 
Dei at 913-233-0266 or 
visit www.churcharts.org. 
 

THE AUGUST 

TIDINGS 

DEADLINE 
Will be Monday, 

July 28th at 8 AM 

Thanks! 
 

 
 


