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From the Pastor

Kids around town are being registered for school as this newsletter goes out ... Classes start the
second week of August ... What happened to the crazy, hazy, lazy days of summer?! Are they over
already? It’s certainly still hot enough to be summer. How is it that time just seems to go faster and
faster?

It certainly seems that way for parents ... watching the kids grow and change, marking progress
with the start and end of school years, counting the years by grade. But it’s not just parents of
school-age kids wondering about the speed of time and changes. Those without kids in the home
can find time slipping by just as fast with grandkids or nieces and nephews.

So many things around us remind us that life is about changes and the changes are coming faster
than ever these days. We remember when gas was well below $1.00 — let alone $4.00 ... when the
rhythms of the farm — planting and harvesting — set the schedules for the schools ... when the pace
of life was slower and we knew our neighbors ... when everything seemed to be about the same
anywhere you looked.

Now change comes so rapidly and we quickly forget how things were even a short time ago.
Gas is getting down near $3.00 a gallon. It seems like such a relief now, but do you remember when
the $3.00 price was a shocking experience? The prices at the gas pumps aren’t the only things that
have been through rapid change and completely reshaped our expectations.

In a world of constant and rapid changes, the temptation is often there to cling to things that
might (we hope!) protect us from the changes that overwhelm us and our fears of the unknown. We
have a tradition of using our faith in that way, looking for the church (and our experience of church)
to be a safe haven, a familiar comfort to buffer us from the unfamiliar and threatening.

But faith was never meant to insulate us from life in the world. Our experiences with God and
God’s Word are meant to steady us so that we can face changing and daunting situations with
courage, trusting that God is somewhere present in the midst of things ... maybe in ways we cannot
yet see, maybe even in us.

We get some of the dramatic stories from Matthew’s gospel this month: Jesus feeding a huge
crowd with food for just a few ... Jesus calming the storm and inviting Peter to join him in strolling
across the waves ... Peter’s bold confession of Jesus as the Messiah ... and a staggering revelation
about what that actually means. Even Jesus gets his comfort zone stretched a bit when a non-Jewish
woman makes a bold request. God keeps the surprises coming, stretching the limits of what seems
possible.

Faith isn’t so much an anchor in a sea of change as it is rudder to navigate that sea. Sure, our
world will keep on changing. But God is with us in the midst of it — not to keep us the same, but to
keep us faithful. The promise of God’s presence steadies us amid the changes; the vision of God’s
kingdom lights our way though the uncertainties. Knowing how God has been faithful in the past,
we face the ever-changing present with trust that God is still present to lead us in new ways of
living the old story.

The Peace of Christ to you!
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women’s Study is on break for the Summer.
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place 1
Priscilla Circle at 10:00 AM Third Monday

SUNDAY READINGS

August 3, 2008 TWELTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 55:1-5
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

August 10, 2008 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
1 King 19:9-18
Psalm 85:8-13
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 17, 2008 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Psalm 67
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:10-28

August 24, 2008 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 138
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

August 31, 2008 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Jer 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28



EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

WORSHIP NEWS
BLESSING OF STUDENTS
& BACKBACKS
On Sunday, August 10", all
students preparing to go back
to school are welcome to bring
their backpacks or bookbags.
We will have a special service
of blessing instead of the
Children’s Sermon to lift up
all our students in prayer as
they embark on the adventure

of a new school year.

BLESSING OF
VOCATIONS
During the month of August,
we will recognize various
types of work and service in
which our members are
engaged in daily life. At the
time of the offering, those who
work (active or retired) in the
area being recognized will be
asked to come forward for a

blessing at the altar.

August 3: Farmers &
Gardeners

August 10: Teachers &
Other Education Professionals
August 17: Nurturers &
Caregivers

August 24:  Government &
Law

August 31:  Laborers

COMING SOON ...
ELW Setting One
Setting One is a truly new
setting, written specifically for
the new hymnal. The settings
of the liturgy that we have
used so far are ones that we
already knew from other
sources (the LBW, With One
Voice, and even “the old red

book”).  During July, we
heard the Hymn of Praise
(Glory to God in the highest...)
We will continue hearing and
learning the pieces of service
music for this new liturgical
setting. Plan to come a bit
early on Sunday mornings.
At 10:20, Chris, some of the
assisting  ministers,  choir
members and others will lead
singing on the new music.
This will allow us to sing it
well together when we begin
using this new setting on
September 14™,

AN UPDATE ON THE

PMC PROCESS

Members of the Church
Council and the PMC
Steering Committee goft
together for a retreat on
Saturday, July 19t The
purpose of the meeting
was to work toward our
next step in this journey. It
involves developing and
discerning what the Holy
Spirit has in mind for our
congregation. The
meeting was conducted
by Alan Walter, a Parish
Ministry Associate who is
the synod’s licison with
Church Innovations (the
company that has
developed this whole
model for the PMC
process).

The morning started out
with dwelling, once again,
in the Luke 10 passage
that has become quite
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familiar o many of us. The
purpose of using the same
passage over and over is
to break us of the “quick-
read syndrome” SO
prevalent in our society.
We are so used to going
to some information,
ingesting it once, drawing
conclusions from it, and
moving on. With the
practice of dwelling in the
word, we are forced to
slow down, to listen and to
really ponder on the
meaning. More
importantly, it allows the
Holy Spirit a chance to get
a “word in edge-wise".
Slowing down and
repetition produces
thought and discernment-
-and, getting the most out
of GOD’s word is what we
are supposed to be all
about.

We then broke down
into smaller groups and
did some good old-
fashioned brain-storming
of the data collected so
far over the past year
about us and
who/what/where we are
in the community. And,
maybe as importantly,
who and what the
community is around us
here at 8 and Buchanan.
Themes emerged as we
came back together, and
with the help of more
discernment and prayer,
we came up with our



goal: to offer up an
adaptive missional
challenge statement.
This does not mean this
is our one and only new
mission statement for the
church. Rather, it is a
statement — “REACH OUT
TO PEOPLE IN NON-
TRADITIONAL FAMILIES”
that will be taken up by a
group of your peers fo
look af, play with,
squeeze, kneed, process,
etc. until they bring it
down to some workable,

do-able ideas.
These ideas become a
number of  experiments

we will then conduct to
see how we can bring
Christ to the
neighborhood and others
around us. | want to stress
here that it is only an ideao-
an experiment. |If it works
and grows — PRAISE BE TO
GOD!! If it doesn’t work in
the way it's set up — PRAISE
BE TO GODI!I Okay, both
can’'t be good outcomes

. so what's going on?
Well, this whole thing we
have entered into is a
process. It is not a quick-
fix or an easy way out. Itis
a way for us to share that
good news of Jesus Christ
with those persons who
are literally dying without
it.

So, if one part of an
experiment fails, do you
throw the whole thing
oute Nope! Instead, you
glean the good results

from those that didn't
work and you fry again —
albeit a bit differently.
Another way of saying this
is, the end result remains
the end result ... it's just
how we get there that we
don’'t know yet. And, if
you will remember, that is
what we have been told
(and passed along to you)
all along.

As you read this, some
of you may find interest in
this kneading process |
spoke of earlier. Officially,
you would be called an

M.E.T. (Missionall
Engagement Team)
member. Whatever the

name, if you like to “think
a bit outside the bun”,
please consider getting on
board at this time. This
process we are in is meant
to involve as many
persons as possible. Don't
be shy! If you feel the
Spirit fugging at you to be
involved - get involved.
The church office can get
you in touch with the right
persons. There are some
time commitments, but,
they are not
overwhelming, especially
considering the joy
involved in  the task.

Also, as always, if you
have questions-please
don't hesitate to contact
any of the PMC steering
team: Dean Bilstein, Ben
Errebo, Duane Pomeroy,
Janice Greenlee, Walt
and Helen Laughlin, or
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Pastor Trudy. We would
love to answer to the best
of our ability, the process
as it stands — and what's
ahead.

GOD Bless you my brothers
and sisters  in Christl
Dean Bilstein

=

BLOOD PRESSURE

CHECKS

Blood Pressure Checks will be
available after the service on
Sunday, August 3". Come to the
kitchen after the service and a
Baker nursing student will be
there to take your B.P.

WELCOME LUNCH
FOR B.U.S.N.

We will again host a
Welcome Lunch for the 41
incoming students as well as
faculty and staff  on
Thursday, August 14 at
noon in the fellowship hall.
Join us in welcoming them to
Topeka and to our
neighborhood.

There are many volunteer
opportunities:

1.) help set-up

2.) provide a salad, relish
tray or dessert for the meal,
3.) be a Trinity ambassador,
greet and welcome the
students and faculty

4.) help serve and clean-up.
Join us for the lunch and a
brief program. Any questions
or if you can help please
contact: Loni Reece 286-
1959, Dean McGinnis 221-
7141 or Diane Bottorff 271-
7131.



Life Review
Interviews:
Thanks to the  Trinity
members who have

participated in the Life
Review interviews with the
Baker nursing  students
during the previous school
years. It's time again to
recruit volunteers age 65 and
over who would be willing to
be interviewed by a senior
student enrolled in the
course, Nursing of Elders.
The interviews will take place
from the end of August to
mid-September and would
involve one to two hours of
your time. The student
contacts you to set up a time
which is mutually convenient
and will come to your home
or to another location of your
choosing. If you can help
contact Diane Bottorff at
271-7131 or speak with her
at church any Sunday during
August.

Fall Block Party

We are planning on having a
Fall Block Party on Sept. 13th
from Noon to 5pm. Every
member of Trinity Lutheran
Church and their friends are
invited. We plan on having
music, food, games for the kids,
tace  painting, free chair
massages, door prizes and a
whole lot of fun.
We have Carlos Martinez and
the Tropicalia Rhythm Band
returning to play again. Carlos
played at this year’s Coleman
Hawkins Legacy Jazz Festival.
His band is booked to play as
part of this year’s Topeka Jazz
Workshop Inc. If you wanted
to see his band at the

Workshop you would have to
pay $100 a ticket.
We also have Fran Synder
returning again. Some of you
may remember Fran from last
year. He was the singer-
songwriter who had all of the
fun songs. We are also trying
to book a couple of Christian
bands.

Help with the Fall

Block Party

To have a successful Fall Block
Party we could use your help.
Here are some ways you can
help.

1. Do you like to bake treats?
Cookies, brownies, pies, cake,
etc> We can wuse your
wonderful baked items to give
to people who come to the fall
block party. Contact Junior
and Liz Utech

2. Would you like to help
prepare and serve "Walking
Tacos"? What is a "Walking
Taco"? You will have to ask
Junior & Liz about that.
3. Help with setup & tear
down on the day of the event.
Last year we were able to setup
in an hour and tear down in an
hour.

4. We will need people to help
with any displays, 'monitoring’
the kids games, and general
friendly & helpful people to be
available for anyone who comes
to the event. If we can get 10-
15 people to help with this no
one will have to 'work' for more
than an hour at the event.
5. Are you a musician? Would
you like to play in front of a
crowd? If you would let David
Tannen know.

6. Donations. There isn't a
budget line-item for this event.
Your  generous  donations
would be greatly appreciated.
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You can send your donation by
putting in a pew envelope or
mailing it to the church office
and designated the offering for
the Fall Block Party.
7. Are you creative? Please
help create flyers and posters
for this event. Contact David
Tannen

8. Hand out flyers & hang
posters. We will need help
handing out flyers in the
church neighborhood on Sept.
7th. We will also need to hang
up posters & flyers all over
town. Coftee houses,
bookstores,  apt.  building
bulletin boards, and passed out
at school PTA meetings.
Last and most importantly
please pray...

BLOGGERS
WANTED!

Do you like to write? Would
you like to be a blogger? If so
we have an opportunity for you
to help improve the Trinity
Lutheran website. Omugust
6th, at 10:30 am we will have
training on how to use the
Trinity Lutheran Website to
post blogs and articles. David
Tannen will train everyone who
attends. If you know how to
use a word processor or email,
you can do this. Please let
David Tannen know in advance
that you are going to attend to
make sure we have enough
room for everyone.

If you are interested in blogging
or writing articles for the
website and you can not attend
the training on August 6th at
10:30 am, please contact David
Tannen. That way he can
schedule another time and date
for training.



Do you like to fiddle with
computers and play on the
Internet? Would you like to
know how our website works?
We need some people who can
administer the website.
Administering the  website
entails: making sure the site is
up and running, knowing how
to restore the site if something
goes wrong, updating and
making the website design
better; testing new capabilities
before we put them on line for
everyone to use. You do not
need to be a computer wizard to
do this. If you are not afraid to
play with computers then you
are qualified. Again David
Tannen will be providing the
training. If you are interested in
this training please contact
David Tannen.

DINING OUT
AUGUST 20, 6 PM,
HUNAM'S

Let's do Chinese and meet at
Hunam's Restaurant, 5005
SW 29th St, (between Ace
Hardware and Big Lots). (Or,
have a hamburger, if you
prefer American.). Join this
friendly bunch for food, fun
and fellowship at 6 pm,
August 20th. See you there.

WHAT IS A
DISCIPLE
ANYWAY?

A disciple is someone who is
trained to act in accordance
with a ‘'way of living.
Discipline in this sense is
about training through
instruction and exercise.
The Sunday morning Adult

class is going to learn about

what it means to be a
disciple. First we are going
to learn about some secular
examples of discipleship.
Then we are going to learn
some  Christian  spiritual
disciplines.

Our journey will be very
similiar to what the disciples
learned from Jesus. The
disciples went on a three
year journey so they could
be Jesus' disciples.

Come and join us on our
journey. Along the way we
will be in training and we will
actual use our new
discipleship in our daily lives.

CHANGE OF

ADDRESS

Shane & Janalyn
Pomeroy
Blayne & Kathlyn
23856 County Rd 47
Perdido AL 36562-3046
shane.pomeroy@yahoo.c
om

DID YOU KNOW...

Rhonda Webb was one of
several employees supported
by TARC who were recently
recognized for five years of

dedicated service. Rhonda
works at Luther Place
Apartments.

Ben Rutherford, DDS (hushand
of Wendy Kobbeman
Rutherford) has joined East
Topeka Dental Association at
1605 S.E. 29th. He graduated
this spring from the University

of Missouri at Kansas City
School of Dentistry.

HIGHLIGHTS OF
CONGREGATIONAL
COUCIL MEETING

JULY 9, 2008
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AUGUST

WORSHIP LEADERS

Acolytes

3 Catalina Cretsinger
Trey Horton

10 Rosie Nichols
Rachel Heald

17  Kaitlin Roesch
Ben Cretsinger
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24  Alex Nichols
Kade Welp

31 Mason Sheilds
Catalina Cretsinger

Alter Guild Team
Martha Erickson 3

Altar Flowers
Coordinator
Kathryn Axelton

Altar Flowers

3 Pastor
David

10  Janice Greenlee

17  Pollock/Blenden

24  Dean McGinnis

31 Diane Bottorff

Trudy &

Assisting Ministers
3 Mary Heald

10  Wwalt Laughlin
17 Dean Bilstein
24 Vicki Jacobs

31 Donna Low

Coffee Hosts
T.B.A.

Greeters

3 Jerry
Chelson

10  Eleanor Jewell

17  Martha Erickson

24  Rev. Walter &
Helen Laughlin

31 Lucille Falley

& Marsha

Lectors

3 Elaine Patton

10 Elwaine Pomeroy
17  Roy O'Neil

24 Harold Hypse

31 Marcy Carlson

Usher



COFFEE &
CONVERSATION
WITH PASTOR TRUDY

The last round of
invitations are going out to
those in parts of the 66614
and 66615 zip codes in the
next few days. If you have
been missed, or weren't
able to make the event to
which you were invited,
you are most warmly
invited to coffee at Pastor
Trudy’'s home on Sunday,
August 24th at 3:30pm or
Tuesday, August 26t at
7:00pm. Pastor Trudy'’s
address is 2407 < SW
Pepperwood Road in the
Brookfield neighborhood
south of West Ridge Mall.
Please contact the church
office or Pastor Trudy if you
are planning to come tfo
either of these two events.
(If you need directions,
please don't hesitate to
ask!)

AUGUST
2008
CELEBRATING
BIRTHDAYS...
18t Carrie Billbe
4.th Janeen Horton
gth Quinci Packard

gth Ted Mize
Thelma Strom

10t Karen Mize
11t Merle Adams
Tom Anderson
Lois Walters
12th  Walter Evans
18t Gregg Kunard
14t Diane Farver
15t Alex Evans
Brian McGinnis
17t Jay Tunnell
20th  Samantha Ginter
Myra Sodergren
Paula Soldan
24th  Sandra Grubb
Howard Kunard
25t Justyce Billbe
26t Dalton Barrett
Dorothy Bencken
27th  Russell Johnson
Whitney Kobbeman
Loni Reece
29th  Heather Lewis
30th  Olivene Albrecht
Maren Farr
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CELEBRATING
BAPTISMS...
15t Blayne Pomeroy
gnd Evelyn Johnson
grd LaVell Winsor
7th Jenny Sodergren
10" Marilyn Hypse
12t Diane Farver
13t Marilyn Heckman
18t Paula Southerland
24th  Brandon Soldan
25t Charlie Walker
26t Bruce Kunard
29th  Janeen Horton
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES ..
15t David & Cindy
McGinnis
gnd Bob & Pam Kobbeman
gth Donald & Kye-suk Field
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10" Bob & Janeen Horton

15" Tom & Mary Heald
Will & Heidi Wise

16" Scott & Susan Kelly
Greg & Shaela Murray

25th Tom & Vicki Anderson

26t Edwin & Marilyn
Heckman

SYNOD NEWS:

After the Tornados ...
Chapman Area
Volunteers gathered on
July 26 to walk fields and
clear the debris from the
ruined buildings of a
farmer who lost all his
structures in the June
tornado. Similar help may
be needed again in the fall.
If you would like to
volunteer to help in the
Chapman area, contact the
Volunteer Coordination
Center, 785-819-2788, for
information on volunteer
projects  available and

scheduling.

Greensburg Area

Much has been done in
Greensburg, but there is
still much to be done. The
construction/repair team is
now looking for more
“skilled” labor - plumbers,
electricians, and carpenters
are particularly needed.
There are 150-200
volunteers working each
week through July and
August. New or returning
volunteers are now being
scheduled in September
and October.



What can you do now?

Provide homemade
cookies/dessert bars. Most
all of the volunteers
working  through  the

summer are staying in the
volunteer  village, and
meals are being provided.
The “Cookie Drive” that
took place during the Blitz
Build this spring was a

great success and the
volunteers  were  very
appreciative of the
“Lutheran” cookies
provided. If you can
provide cookies/bars,
please contact Deb

Folkerts (Salvation Army)
at

folkerts@havilandtelco.com
or call 620-388-4684. If
you have problems getting
desserts to Greensburg,
please let me know - we'll
make arrangements for

pickup/delivery.

The Central States Synod
is also working to help out
in the aftermath of flooding
along the Mississippi River
in Missouri.

GIVE

THANKS

Dear Friendsat Trinity,

Thank you ever so much
for your prayers, cards, and

letters | received while
recovering from hip surgery.
am improving slowly.

Edith Rydell

THANK YOU to the musicians
who contributed special music
for the patriotic prelude
Sunday:, July 8  Laurie
Jackson (who coordinated the
efforts), Loretta Hoerman,
Fred Bahr, andMack Hinson.
The music was wonderful and
your work was appreciated very
much!

THANK YOU, Mary Heald for
leading worship and
proclaiming God’'s Word while
| was away on vacation. The
time away was that much more
relaxing knowing that you were
here. Pastor Trudy

THANK YOU, to Pastor
Trudy, and all who volunteered
in the Church office while | was
on vacation. Your help is
always appreciatedien Shelley

THANK YOU, to Martha

Erickson & Naomi Walker for
faithfully coming each month to
put together the Tidings! | don’t
know what | would do without
you ladies!

OURSAVIOR’S
LUTHERAN CHURCH
50" Anniversary

Celebration
September 27 & 28"
The congregation has
a number of special
events planned to
celebrate 50 years of
ministry in Topeka.
An open house with
lTive music, light
buffet dinner, and
entertainment are
planned for Saturday
afternoon & evening.
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A brunch will follow
a special worship
celebration on Sunday

morning. Cost for
the buffet 1is $10.00
for adults and $8.00
for children and
reservations are
needed Dby September
14,

DOORSTEP NEWS

With the tough economic
times, Doorstep (like all other
helping agencies) is
experiencing an increased
demand for services. The
food room is in need of cold
cereal, canned and/or
powdered milk, canned soup
(other than chicken noodle!),
pinto beans, canned fruit,
tuna, egg noodles, spaghetti
sauce, macaroni & cheese,
and jelly.

Donations are needed for
the annual Christmas store:
puzzles (especially 100-500
pcs.), coloring books &
crayons, CD players, baby
dolls, games, playing cards,
batteries, balls (footballs,
basketballs, soccer balls),
jewelry, gifts for teen girls,
backpacks and school
supplies, new or used books,

flashlights, tool sets,
watches, cosmetics,
cologne, aftershave, and
clothes - especially in

children’s sizes and larger
sizes for men and women.
Household items and
toiletries for health kits are
also needed.



ST. JOHN’S

BLOCK PARTY
St. John’s Lutheran Church
(901 SW Fillmore Street)
will  host its annual
Neighborhood Block
Party on Saturday,
August 9th from 6:00pm-
9:00pm. This is an “All
Free Carnival” — free hot
dogs, pop, chips, sno-cones,
games, and events.
Musical Knights will
provide entertainment.
Critters from the Topeka
Zoo and Stone Nature
Center will be exhibited.
This event is co-sponsored
by the Old Town NIA,
Safe Streets, and other
groups as part of the
National Night Out
campaign.

JAYHAWK AREA

AGENCY ON AGING
Volunteers Needed
JAAA needs volunteers to
help senior citizens make
informed decisions about
their health care options with
Medicare Part D. Volunteers
may help with open
enrollment during
November and December or
in the call center. All

volunteers  will receive
extensive training on
Medicare, Medicare
Supplemental Insurance,

Long term Care and other
related subjects.  Training
dates are August 26th, 27t,
and  28th, For more
information on volunteering
and training, contact Janell
Collins at 235-1367 or
jcollins@jhawkaa.org.

COMING IN
SEPTEMBEK...
]3#}4 -

Fall Open House
M-,j}n -

Rally Day
28 ..

CROP Walk at Lake

Shawnes
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