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From the Pastor

As we move into October, our gospel readings take up the themes of risk and choice.
The Parable of the Vineyard highlights the risk God was taking in the incarnation —
sending the Son who could be rejected and killed. Allowing people to chose their ways
means God takes risks ... risks that the good news will not be fully embraced or that
people may choose allegiance to other powers and would-be gods. Even Reformation
Sunday points to a risk God took in forming the Church: the Church could get things
wrong and lose the way.

As we move into the second phase of the process we call Partnership for Missional
Church (PMC), we are being invited to take some risks. During the last year, we looked a
lot at ourselves as a congregation: our history, our experiences, our hopes and fears. We
did some study of our community through demographic data and a few interviews with
people in our neighborhood. We took the perspective of outsiders looking in, testing the
water a bit ... like dipping our toes in the pool.

During this next phase, we're asked to take the plunge, to jump into the water by
getting to know people outside our congregation. At the council retreat in July, the
council members discerned a call to connect with people in non-traditional families. This
sense of direction needs to be refined, and the Missional Engagement Team (MET) will be
doing that. But how can we connect with these people we are called to serve if we do not
know them? That’s the plunge we’re asked to take ... to go out and meet people who are
not in our church, who may be different from us ... to listen to what they have to tell us
about their lives and experiences, to learn how God’s good news can connect with their
needs. We can’t work with them until we know them.

You can read more about the new phase in the PMC Process, the MET, and the need for
people willing to take this plunge inside this newsletter. We also have a new passage for
Dwelling in the Word for this Phase: 2 Corinthians 4:1-12. Look it up and read it from
time to time. Spend some time contemplating the ministry God has entrusted to us,
treasure in us as clay jars.

Consider also these lines inspired by the sea voyages of Brendan the Navigator:
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I'look forward to this next phase of our voyage into God’s future for Trinity.

The Peace of Christ to you!
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Wednesdays: 10:30 AM at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women’s Study is on break for the Summer.
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place 1
Priscilla Circle at 10:00 AM Third Monday

SUNDAY READINGS

October 5, 2008 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:7-15
Phil 3:4b-14
Matt 21:33-46

October 12, 2008 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm 23
Phil 4:1-9
Matt 22:1-14

October 19, 2008 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Isaiah 45:1-7
Psalm 96:1-6 (10-13)
1 Thess 1:1-10
Matt 22:15-22

October 26, 2008 REFORMATION SUNDAY
Jer 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Rom 3:19-28
John 8:31-36



EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

REFORMATION
SUNDAY
October 26%"

The actual date on which
Martin Luther posted his
legendary 95 Theses on
the door of the Castle
Church in Wittenberg is
October 31°. But this
landmark event in the
Protestant Reformation is
celebrated on the last
Sunday in October. This
year, the date will be
October 26™. The color of
the day is red for the fire
of the Spirit that breathed
a fresh appreciation for
grace throughout  the
Church in the Reformation.
We'lll sing ‘A Mighty
Fortress /s Our God” and
celebrate the heritage of
the faith that has been
passed on to us.

(&
ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY

November 2™
There will be more
information about the
festival of All Saints in the
November Tidings.
However, one of the
customs of All Saints
Sunday is to name the

faithful who have died in
the past year. We are able
to name the members who
have joined the saints in
triumph since November
4, 2007. However, if there
are other family members
or friends whom you
would like to be named in
our prayers that day, we
will need to have those
names in the office by
October 27™.
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PARTNERSHIP
WITH BAKER
SCHOOL OF
NURSING:

Treats for
Students

Again this school year,
Trinity will be providing
treats for the Baker
University School of
Nursing students once a
month on a Monday.
October treat day is the
6th. If you can donate a
treat, please bring it
to church on Sunday,
October 5th. The students
really enjoy bottled water
and homemade treats.
Thanks!



Blood Pressure
Checks

Blood pressure checks
will be available after the
service on Sunday,
October 5th, Come to the
kitchen after the service
and a Baker nursing
student will be there to
take your B.P.

COMMUNITY
ASSESSMENT
PROJECT

A group of six students
have selected Trinity as
the site of their
community  assessment
project. This is an
assignment the students

complete during their
final semester in the
course, Nursing of
Communities. The

students attended the
Block Party on Sept. 13
and were present again on
Sunday, Sept. 21 to ask
those at worship that day
to complete a survey. The
results of their
assessment will be
presented in their class in
November. Their hope is
to identify something that
will enhance the life of our
congregation. Members of
the group are Jill McCue,
Melanie Bowers, Eugene
Wenzl, Cheryl Riddle,
Piper Simmons, and
Caitie Moulden (our
nursery attendant). They
chose Trinity for this

project because they are
very grateful for the
relationship  that our
congregation has
established with the
school of nursing.

DINING OUT
Join us for dinner October
15 at 6:00 pm at Ruby
Tuesday"s, 1625 SW
Wamamaker. Everyone is
welcome to join this group
of folks who gather just to
share friendship and
Tellowship. See you,
Wednesday, October 15.

BIRTH
ANNOUNEMENT

of
Brooklyn Anne
Rutherford'to Wendy
and Ben on September
17, Congratulations to
Ben and Wendy, along
with grandparents,
Pam and Bob
Kobbeman, and great-
grandparents, Marilyn

and Harold Hypse.
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[N MEMORITIM
Florgnce C. Weeks
Julg 4, 1915 ~
September 3, 2008
loong-timg megmber
Florgnce Weeks passed
awag in Perby, Ransas.

dhg moved to the Wichita
arga sgvegral years ago
s0 that her family could
better providg for her
carg.

Wendell V. Strom
July 26, 1922 ~
Segptember 9, 2008
Wendell passed away at
Midland Hospiceg House
following a serigs of
physical ailmgnts.

Please Reep the Weeks
and Strom familigs in
gour prayers.
Rest eternal grant them,
O kord,
7Ind let light perpetual
shing apon then.

WE HEARD YOU

Hymns are important. They
can lift us up, make us calm,
stir emotions and help
emphasize the Word of God
and the sacrifice of Jesus.
They can take us back in
time, move us forward to
action and open us up to the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Thank you to those of you
who responded to the "My
Two Cents" survey. The
Worship and Music
Committee began discussing
the results at our September
meeting. The intention of the
committee IS to be
responsive to the
congregation's desires and
your input is valuable in this
process.

It was interesting to find that
slightly less than 30% of the
respondents ‘don't read



music." And yet, 94% of you
sing the hymns and liturgy.
That is wonderful news - we
love to praise God through
our music! Overwhelmingly,
you told us you want MORE
FAMILIAR HYMNS.

"For a hymn to be good
demands a worshipping
community that gives itself to
God through heartfelt the
singing of the hymns."
Soren Kierkegaard
How do we pick hymns?
The lessons of the day, the
gospel message, the church
season we are in, the time of
year all play into the process
of hymn selection. We use
the church calendar and
other resources that offer
appropriate selections to fit
the theme of the day.
Sundays and Seasons is a
book published by Augsburg
Fortress that you may view
in the Worship and Music
Handbook. This particular
resource gives a theme,
what the ELCA may be
emphasizing on that day,
ideas on visual arts,
instrumental selections and
choir anthems. It also has
lists of hymns that would
work well for opening, hymn
of the day, communion and
sending. The committee
reviews these suggestions
as well as other resources
available and decides which
hymns to use at the various
points in the service.
Beginning in Advent, the
hymn selections will be
made monthly by rotation of
the  members of the
committee. We believe this
will work well because of the
broader range of people

selecting the hymns. What
may be familiar to one
person is not always known
or loved by another. By
including more people in the
process we should be able to
satisfy the desire for more
familiarity.  Worship  and
Music Committee meetings
are open and held on the 3rd
Monday of each month at 6
p.m. You may come at any
time and join us or just visit
and give your input on a
worship or music issue that
is important to you. Perhaps
you would like to take a
month  of selecting the
hymns? Or maybe you
would like to help a member
of the committee select the
hymns? You are welcome to
join us in this process.
Current committee members
will be given assignments at
our next meeting, October
20th at 6 p.m.
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MMMMMM...SOUP

Join us for lunch the
second Sunday of each
month in Fellowship Hall
immediately following
worship. The youth who
plan to attend the ELCA
Youth Gathering (Jesus,
Justice, Jazz!) in New
Orleans next summer will
provide soup, bread and
desserts as a fundraiser
for this event. Come, eat,
and learn more about this
exciting opportunity for
our youth! First soup
lunch:  October 12th.
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Jump for joy and celebrate as
the Spirit moves us closer to
New Orleans!
As of Thursday, September
18th, over 25,000 youth and
adults have registered online
for the 2009 ELCA Youth
Gathering; 10,330 in the first 2
hours alone! All 65 ELCA
synods are represented.
Trinity IS sending 8
representatives to the ELCA
Youth Gathering July 22-26,
2009 in New  Orleans,
Louisiana.  They will be
working with representatives
from Our Savior's and First
Lutheran churches in planning
and making preparations for
this trip. Those attending from
Trinity: Rev. Trudy
Cretsinger (sponsor), Benjamin
Cretsinger, Adam Heald, Lena
(Beth) Kirchoff, Dean
McGinnis  (sponsor),  Alex
Nichols, Mason Shields, Kade
Welp. You will receive more
information on this gathering
as plans are made. Information
is also available at
http://archive.elca.org/gatheri

ng.

We are finding treasure in the
current study of the Book of
Ruth for our own life’s
journey! “The Hidden Hand
of God” is the title of the
study. We’ll meet

. at Trinity
Library. Plan to join us!
Elaine will guide us through



the lesson “The Plan for
Security” and Helen will have
the coffee ready! Thanks to
everyone who contributed to
the tangible offering for the
Sunflower Cluster meeting at
Emporia in September. Our
three attendees were blessed
with wonderful speakers and a
delicious luncheon. The total
offering was $454 and this was
divided between Shiloh House,
home for mothers in crisis, and
the Central States WELCA.
Next year’s Cluster meeting
will take place at Trinity,
Lawrence.The Lutheran World
Relief pickup truck will be in
Topeka October 10. The
Quilters have packed nine
beautiful quilts to go so far. If
you have more to contribute
please bring them to the
quilting room.

FALL BLOCK PARTY

I want to thank everyone who
provided support and help for
the event. In spite of the rainy
week and Sat. we still had a
number of visitors who came

to visit us. Based on the people
who entered the raffle for the
quilts we

had at least 30 people come to
visit. Each of the visitors had a
postcard sent to them the
following Sunday.

SPIRITUAL

DISCIPLESHIP
What does it mean to be a
disciple of Jesus Christ? How is
being a disciple of Jesus
different than being a member
of a church? What are
Christian spiritual disciplines?

Sunday mornings we are
exploring those questions and
applying what we

know to our daily lives. Come
and join us at 9:00 am in the
basement

of the church.

SYNOD NEWS:
AREA MINSITRY VISIT

Sunday, October 19"

Bishop Mansholt and the synod
staff will be in Topeka on
Sunday, October 19" to meet
with leaders (both clergy and
lay) from the congregations in
Area Ministry 6. All are
welcome to attend this event
from 3:00pm-6:00pm at First
Lutheran Church in Topeka.
Dinner will be provided, but
reservations are requested. If
you would like to attend this
event, please call the office at
Trinity so we can let the people
at First know how many we will
be bringing for dinner.

CHURCHWIDE NEWS

Although there has been much
relief that Hurricane Gustav did
not hit New Orleans directly,
other areas were badly
damaged by this storm -
including Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. This city has been
declared a major disaster area
with over 400 homes destroyed
and thousands severely
damaged. Power still has not
been fully restored and may
not be for another week or
two. But because New Orleans
escaped serious damage, little
attention has been given to the
amount of damage wreaked by
Gustav. Now,  because

6

Hurricane Ike hit Galveston and
Houston soon after, the
damage from  Gustav s
becoming a lost story. With
lack of media coverage and the
overall economic upheaval,
relief donations are extremely
low. Please consider a special
donation to Lutheran Disaster
Relief to help in the aftermath
of these devastating storms.

GARY’S BERRIES
AND COOKOUT AT

THE WINSOR'’S
Sunday, October 5™ the
youth and all young at heart
are welcome to gather at
Gary’s Berries and then come
to Andy and LaVell Winsor’s
house for a cookout. Time,
directions, and details on
group rate admittance will be
announced in the bulletin.
Any questions — call LaVell at
286-4247. Plan to come for
fun and fellowship!
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5 Kaitlin Roesch
Rosie Nichols

12 Trey Horton
Kade Welp

19 Mason Sheilds
Benjamin
Cretsinger

26 Rachel Heald
Catalina Cretsinger

Janice Greenlee 2

Cindy McGinnis

5 Peggy Buchholz
12 Dean McGinnis
19  Julie Reeves

26 T.B.A.

e

5 Donna Low

12 Mary Heald

19  Marsha Ridinger

26  Walt Laughlin
Ht

T.B.A.

5 Oscar & Olivene
Albrecht

12  Chuck & Myra
sodergren

19 Ted & Connie Mize

26  Ralph & Joan
Vogue

5 Phil Kirchhoff

12 Linda Longren
19 Elaine Patton
26 Harold Hypse

$ %
Duane Pomeroy

If you are unable to
serve, please arrange for
someone to take your
place, & please let the
church  office  know.
Thanks!

O CTOBER
2008
CELEBRATING
BIRTHDAYS...
3rd Evelyn Bunge
gth Kai Field

gth Maxine Norburg
Carl Quarnstrom
14t Marlene Hassan
15t Vicki Jacobs
Conrad Youngblom
16t Rosemary O'Neil
17t Tom Farr
Tresa Johnson
20t Oscar Albrecht
22nd  Rebecca Myers
23rd  Lori Blosser
Marilyn Heckman
William Miller
24t Emilee Kern

CELEBRATING
BAPTISMS...

3rd Loni Reece

5th Maren Farr
Donna Southerland

10t Carrie Billbe
Mason Shields
11t Taylor Hiltgen
12th  Thelma Strom
15t Kade Welp
17t Ellen Irwin
Ethan Roesch
18t Barbara Apps
Bob Challquist
19t Trish Welch
20t Brooke Henry
Avery Mars
Trent Mars
22nd  Kathryn Axelton
26t Bob Horton
Curt Lewis
Wilbur Strom
30t Paula Solden
31st  Justyce Billbe

Michelle Kern

Seth Packard
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES ...
2nd Loretta Hoerman &

Hugh O’Neil

7th Jack & Monique Wyatt

gth Bill & Marsha Ridinger

12th  Tom & Maren Farr

15t Steve & Jenny
Sodergren

20t Bob & Barbara Apps

21t Wilmer & Evelyn
Johnson

25t Dick & Jane Dick

27t Steve & Carrie Billbe 11

GIVE
THANKS

THANK YOU to Junior and
Liz Utech and all the others
who helped with the fundraising
luncheon for the youth
attending the ELCA Youth
Gathering next summer. We
appreciate  your support!



BLESSING OF
THE ANIMALS

Sunda&, -October o
2:00pm - Gage
Park

This annual event takes place
around the commemoration
of Francis of Assisi (October
4™).  Because of the ways
Francis celebrated God's
revelation throughout all
creation, including animals,
he has come to be regarded
as the patron saint of
animals. The annual Blessing
of the Animals begins with a
brief worship service in the
Big Shelter House near the
Zoo Entrance, thanking God
for the goodness of creation,
especially for our animal
companions. Then the
activity moves outside so that
each pet can be Dblessed; a
Saint Francis medal is given
to the owner. For the safety
of all participants and other
pets, all pets must be on a
leash or in a carrier. Pastor
Trudy will be among the
clergy participating in this
event.

VOTING VALUES &

JUSTICE
Sunday, October 19" —
6:00pm
Missouri Congressman
Representative Emanuel

Cleaver II (who is also an
ordained minister) will be
the keynote speaker at
this public forum
addressing ways in which
our faith traditions inform
our voting. A panel
discussion with  Rabbi
Debbie Stiel from Temple
Beth Shalom, Rev. Corey

Fields of First Baptist
Church, and Dr. Alan
Bearman, Associate

Professor of History at
Washburn University will
follow Representative
Cleaver’'s address. The
event will take place at
First Christian Church,
1880 SW Gage Blvd.
There will be a
community Soup Supper
prior to the event at
5:00pm. This forum is
presented by Mainstream
Voices of Faith.

GREAT SPACES
Music & Arts Series
October 31% - 7:30pm
Silents in the Cathedral
Theatre organist Martin
Faulwell plays the
accompaniment on the
Cathedral’s 62-rank pipe
organ for the 1922
silent film 7he Headless
Horseman, starring Will
Rogers as Ichabod
Crane. Two comic
shorts from the silent
era will also be shown.
This event is free and
open to the public. For

more information,
contact the office at
Grace Episcopal

Cathedral, 235-3457.
9
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.17™ ANNUAL RACE

AGAINST BREAST
CANCER WALK/RUN
This 5K walk/run is

scheduled for Saturday,
October 4" at Washburn
University Law School.
Registration for the event
begins at 7:30am. The
Race begins at 9:00am.
Cost for individual entrants is
$20; for family groups of 3,
the cost is $50. After
September 25", the fees
increase by $5. T-Shirts will
be provided to all who pre-
register. Packets may be
picked up during a silent
auction at Washburn Law
School on Friday, October
3'Y from 4:30pm-6:30pm. A
portion of the money raised
at this event is used to
provide low-cost
mammograms to women in
the Shawnee County area.
For more information, call
271-1500 or visit
www.rabctopeka.org.

A BELL CHOIR

MINI-FESTIVAL will be
held at First Lutheran, 1234
SW Fairlawn, on Saturday,
November 8th. The mass
choir concert will begin at
2:30.Preceeding the concert,
a workshop will be held
beginning at 9:00 that
morning. The workshop and
concert are under the
direction of Jane Anderson.
Five Lutheran bell choirs
from Topeka and one from
Alma will be participating.
The public is invited to attend
the 2:30 concert. This event
is sponsored by the Lutheran
Fine Arts Council of Topeka.
Free will offering.

COMING IN
NOVEMBER
All Saints Sunday -
Novenmber 2"

Thanksgiving Eve
Service (at Qur

Savior’s) =
Novenber 26™
Advent Begins =
Novenber 36
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