“Trinity Tidings”

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
731 SW Buchanan Street, Topeka, Kansas 66606

Number 11 November, 2008

CONGREGATION

COUNCIL
OFFICERS:

Keith Springer,
President
357-4536

Ben Errebo,
Vice-President
221-4367

Diane Bottorff,
Secretary
271-7131

Treasurer

MEMBERS:
Ron Axelton
272-6106

Dean Bilstein
379-9872

Loretta Hoerman
478-1700

Curt Lewis
286-2728

Roy O'Neil
354-7252

Elwaine Pomeroy
233-8013

Junior Utech
272-0664

From the Pastor

There are some very provocative articles in magazine this month. All
discuss the baptismal theme of death and resurrection, some from personal and some
from a congregational perspective. The articles are challenging and I encourage you to
pick up a copy of this month’s magazine and read them.

The good news in what the writers have to say is that we are not alone in facing the
challenges of our times (aging membership with the inevitable loss of those members to
death, few new members coming to replace those lost). A great many churches here in the
North America, in both the USA and Canada, are facing these challenges. The bad news
is that the challenges are not going away. Our historic sources for new members,
immigrants and children born to member couples, will not return to what they were in the
19t and 20t centuries.

In one of the articles, Canadian Bishop Susan C. Johnson writes:

She goes on to ask: !

+H

What Bishop Johnson points to as needed steps are some of the very things that our
work in the Partnership for Missional Church is helping us to do. The reason for
“Dwelling in the Word” is to help us learn to recognize how God is acting in our lives and
to share what we find by faith with other people. As we come to know people who are
different from us, we gain awareness of their language ... and how we can express our
faith through our stories in ways others can hear and understand. By directing us
towards others, the process is moving us away from care of our own and towards sharing
the good news of Jesus Christ with outsiders who need to hear.

These things aren’t easy. If they were, few congregations would be struggling with the
challenges of these days. It's hard, difficult work to move in a different direction, to see
from different perspectives, to think in new ways, to change ...
creation in Christ. As one church year gives way to another, as we give thanks for the
faithful departed and the blessings we have, as we look forward to the ultimate reign of
Christ, may the Spirit abiding in and with us turn us from death to life again!

and become the new

The Peace of Christ to you!
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00 AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45 AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Wednesdays: 10:30 AM at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women'’s Study is on break for the Summer.
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place |
Priscilla Circle at 10:00 AM Third Monday

SUNDAY READINGS

November 2, 2008 ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
Rev 7:9-17
Psalm 34:1-10,,22
1 John 3:1-3
Matt 5:1-12

November 9, 2008 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Amos 5:18-24
Psalm 70
1 Thess 4:13-18
Matt 25:1-13

November 16, 2008 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Zeph 1:7,12-18
Psalm 90:1-12
1 Thess 5:1-11
Matt 25:14-30

November 23, 2008 CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24
Psalm 95:1-7a
Eph 1:15-23
Matt 25:31-46

November 30, 2008 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80:1-7,17-19
1 Cor 1:3-9
Mark 13:24-27




EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

ALL SAINTS’
SUNDAY

November 2"

On this day, we remember the
lives of our members and
loved ones who have joined
the communion of saints
around the throne of God. In
celebration of the gift of
eternal life, we will be using
the “Now the Feast and
Celebration” liturgy in our
service that morning. We will
also name in our prayers the
faithful who have died in the
past year. This year we
remember:

For all the saints,

Who from their labors rest ...
Betty L. Waterman
November 19, 2007

Wesley E. Nelson
December 5, 2007
Alice Oman Swan
December 16, 2007
Bernard G. “Mac” McGinnis
December 30, 2007
Robert L. Apps
January 2, 2008
Florence C. Weeks
September 3, 2008
Wendell V. Strom
September 9, 2008
Alexsandr C. Evans
October 12, 2008

CHRIST THE KING

November 23"

This Sunday marks the
conclusion of the Church’s
year as we anticipate the
promised day when Christ
shall return and God shall
reign over and in all things.
We will also hear the

challenging parable of the
Sheep and the Goats.
Because we have been
claimed by Christ in the
waters of baptism, we have
no need to fear his coming
to us and so we celebrate
this promised event. We will
again be singing the “Now
the Feast and Celebration”
liturgy.

THANKSGIVING EVE

November 26t

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
The tradition of the shared
Thanksgiving  Eve  service
continues as we celebrate at
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
(2021 SW 29t Street) at
7:00pm. First Lutheran and
St. David’s Episcopal churches
will join us in giving thanks for
the many blessings we have
from God. After the service,
we will gather for pie and
fellowship.
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ADVENT BEGINS

November 30"

A new cycle of the Church’s
year begins at the end of the
month with the First Sunday
in Advent. We will be using
ELW Setting Four during the
Advent season. (This is the
same as Setting Il in the old
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LBW.) Each Sunday, we will
light another candle on the
Advent Wreath and add
another verse in singing
“Light One Candle to Watch
for Messiah.” There will be a
candle-lighting liturgy for
home use and daily scripture
readings in the bulletin each
Sunday. Get your own
Advent Wreaths ready at
home as we prepare for the
coming of our Lord!

MID-WEEK ADVENT
SERVICES



PARTNERSHIP WITH
BAKER SCHOOL OF
NURSING:

Treats for Students
Again this school vyear,
Trinity will be providing
treats for the Baker
University School of
Nursing students once a
month on a Monday.
November treat day is the
3, If you can donate a

treat, please bring it
to church on Sunday,
November 2nd, The
students really enjoy
bottled water and
homemade treats.
Thanks!

Blood Pressure
Checks
Blood pressure checks
will be available after the
service on Sunday,
November 2nd,  Come
to the Kkitchen after the
service and a Baker
nursing student will be
there to take your B.P.

SMORGASBORD
Mark your calendars for
December 14, 2008, 5:00 PM
for the annual Smorgasbord.
Bring your favorite Swedish (or
not so Swedish) dish to share.
Entertainment will be provided
by the youth, and they might
just lead us in some of our
favorite Christmas carols.

In  conjunction with the
Smorgasbord we will have a
silent auction for gift baskets.
If you'd like to, you're welcome

to prepare a gift basket for the
auction. You will be able to
start to view the gift baskets in
late November. The proceeds
will go toward the Youth
Gathering.

NEW SUNDAY
MORNING DISCUSSING
GROUP

There will be a new
discussion group starting
Sunday, Nov. 16th. We will
be reading and discussing
Marcus J. Borg’s book,
Meeting Jesus Again for
the First Time: The Historical
Jesus and the Heart of

Contemporary Faith,
(1994). We will meet from
900 am - 10:00 am

Sunday mornings in the
Trinity Hall Lounge. Bring a
coffee mug, a pencil or
highlighter and questions.
The first meeting will be a
general discussion of class
format and meeting
dates. Join us! This group
will be facilitated by Mary
Heald and other Trinity
members.

At the
worship service you will
have the opportunity to
again participate in the
1
LI I sponsored by
the Trinity Women of the
ELCA. At this time we can
show our gratitude to God
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for his many blessings and
show our partnership with
Him to make His love
known to the world.

Many women experience
the joy of giving by using a
thank offering box
throughout the year to
recognize God’s blessings.
You may either use the
envelope enclosed or the
box on that day.

The offering will be shared
between local charities and
the work of Women of the
ELCA nationally. If you
cannot be present at the
November 23  worship
service, you may give your
box or check (made to
Trinity Women of ELCA) to
Joan  Vogue, @ WELCA
Treasurer.

PRISCILLA WELCA

We will finish the study of the
Book of Ruth at the meeting
November 17, 10:00 a.m. It
has been an interesting topic
and we learned about the
extravagant loving loyalty
demonstrated between
daughter-in-law to mother.
We see the parallel of God's
loving loyalty toward us in
this scripture.

We invite you and your
friends to drop by at the
Trinity Library for fellowship
and study the 3 Monday
morning of the month.
Dorothy is hostess and will
have the coffee brewing!



INTERIM
ORGANIST

Jim Rhodes returns to
Trinity as our interim
organist while we seek a
regular organist to
accompany our services.
His first Sunday with us
will be November 2",

THE LUTHERAN

November |ssue
Copies of the new issue are
available in the Narthex after
the service. This month’s issue
features articles about baptismal

living — both as individual
Christians and as
congregations. What does

death and resurrection teach us
about living in these times as
people and communities of
faith? What is God showing us
in the midst of declining
numbers and challenging times?
Other features include a
number of articles about our
Lutheran colleges, news from
Lutherans around the country
and around the world, personal
stories of facing challenging
situations from Iraq to New
Orleans, from a shocking
accident to a stroke and how
they came to new insights about
the mystery of God and faith.
Check it out!

INVITATION TO AN

OPEN HOUSE
The children and grandchildren
of Larry and Annette Lesser
request the pleasure of your
company at an open house
celebration of their 50"
Wedding Anniversary. The
celebration will be Saturday,
November 22, 2008 from
1:00pm to 3:00pm at Snyder's
Cabin in Gage Park, 800 SW

Porter Road.
oymons

STEWARSHIP
CAMPAIGN 2009

Trinity Lutheran Church will
be kicking off our
Stewardship Campaign for
2009. We will be passing our
pledge cards after church on
November 23 and November
30. We are asking you to
prayerfully consider how you
can give to the church for
2009. Similar to last year, we
are again basing our pledge
campaign on giving stories.
What has affected the way
that you give of vyour
resources and time to the
church? On December 14
we will present the pledge
cards at the alter during the
church service. For those
unable to attend worship on
December 14", please mail
your pledge back by
December  18™. These
pledges will be treated
similarly to last year -- your
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pledge is between you and
God.
We are basing the
Stewardship Campaign on the
book, “Ask, Thank, Tell” by
Charles R. Lane, the author
shares six values that are
consistent in the “Portrait of
a Biblical Giver”.

Value #1 -Intentional.
This simply means to develop
a plan for your giving and then
follow through with that plan.
In 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, Paul
writes, “The point is this: the
one who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the
one who sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. Each of
you must give as you have
made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under
compulsion.”

Value #2 - Regular.

To be regular in your giving
means to establish a pattern
in your giving, and to follow
that pattern. Paul put it this
way in 1 Corinthians 16:2, “On
the first day of every week,
each of you is to put aside and
save whatever extra you earn,
so that collections need not
be taken when 1 come.” Paul’s
prescribed regular pattern
for giving is each week.

Value #3 - Generous.
Lane notes that generous
giving is the most basic
stewardship value. In Luke
12:34, Jesus says, “For where
your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” Also, Paul
writes to the Corinthians,
“And God is able to provide



you with every blessing in
abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in
every good work” (2
Corinthians 9:8).

Value #4 - First.
Giving first means giving to
God first and living off the
rest. We live in a world in
which advertising is very
adept at turning wants into
needs. 1T we don't give to God
first, God will only get what is
left.

Value #5 - Proportional.
The Bible calls us to
percentage giving. The
language is always, “Give in
proportion to the blessings
you have received.” The
tithe, or ten percent, is the
best example of the Bible's
teaching of  proportional
giving. Another good is
example is the story of the
poor widow in Mark 12:41-44.

Value #6 - Cheerful.
Perhaps  the best-known
stewardship verse in the Bible
comes from 2 Corinthians 9:7:
“God loves a cheerful giver.”
At this point we can continue
Paul's writing from Value #1,
“The point is this: the one
who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and the one
who sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each of you
must give as you have made up
your mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. And
God is able to provide you
with  every blessing in

abundance, so that by always
having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in
every good work” 2
Corinthians 9:6-8).
Please prayerfully consider
how you can give to the
church this next year. It is
our hope that between the
ideas that we've talked about
from the “Ask, Thank, Tell”
book and the giving stories
people have been sharing that
YOU have given some thought
to why and how you give of
your time and resources. If
you feel moved to, please
write your own story to share
with the church.  Peace,
The Stewardship
Committee

WITNESSING

COMMITTEE
What is the Witnessing
Committee and what are they
doing?
Trinity  Lutheran
constitution states:
The Witness Committee shall
challenge, equip, and support
all members in carrying out
their calling in their daily
lives;
Shall challenge, equip, and
support all members to witness
to the reconciling Word of God
in Christ, reaching out to all
people.
Shall  recruit, equip, and
support — members of the
congregation for the work of
restoring those who have
lapsed from active membership
and bringing new members into

Church's

this congregation; And shall
endeavor to integrate all
members into active
participation in the live of the
congregation.

The main role of the witnessing
committee is to give you,
Jesus' disciples, the skills,
confidence, and encouragement
necessary to share the Gospel
(Good News) with the people
you meet in your everyday
life. We would like to help you
learn how to share your faith
story (the Gospel made
personal) with the people in
your daily lives.

Witnessing Committee : Next
meeting on Nov. 19th at 7:00
p.m.

Agenda items will include:
Contacting inactive members;
Where are the young people? If
you are interested then please
attend this meeting.

DISCIPLESHIP

There are some religions which
have spiritual disciplines built
into their practices. For
instance Muslims will stop five
times a day to pray. Those
times of day are very precise
and they will face Mecca when
they pray. A little known fact
is that the compass and
accurate time keeping are
inventions  that Muslims
brought to the western world.
Orthodox Jewish practice of
observing the Sabbath by doing
no work on that day which
includes not driving, riding a
bike, or using electricity. They
spend the entire day in prayer
and worship of God.




As a Christian I have often
wondered what are our
spiritual disciplines.

Sunday mornings we have been
learning about what it means
to be Jesus' disciple. We have
been using material prepared
by the ELCA on the topic of
discipleship. The class will also
be exploring personal spiritual
disciplines. Those disciplines
are meditation on God's Word
(which is different than Bible
Study), prayer, fasting, and
Bible Study. As personal
spiritual disciplines we are
each learning how to apply
them in our daily life. Please
come and join us in this
exciting and possibly life
changing adventure.

NOVEMBER
WORSHIP LEADERS
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NOVEMBER
2008

CELEBRATING

BIRTHDAYS. ..

1st Harley Adams
Wesley Nelson

4th Walter Laughlin

7th Jennifer Rohn

8th Julie Reeves

10t Rosie Nichols
Tracy Roesch

12t Andrew Carpenter
Dustin Carpenter

13t Harold Hypse
Betty Quarnstrom

14t Phil Kirchhoff

15t Elizabeth Utech

17t Sasha Allen
Kayla Quintana

18t  Susan Fitz

19t  Steve Cain
Gordon Lindeblad

20th  Martha Nemeth

21t Ronald Axelton
Marlys Hiltgen
Matthew Kobbeman

220 Haylie Calvin
Jackson Rohn

24t Betty Patton

26t Deborah Pomeroy
Charlene Wilbur

27t Edith Rydell

28t Alex Ginter

30t Jennifer Shelley

CELEBRATING
BAPTISMS...

1st Chris Arney

3rd Vicki Anderson
Jennifer Walker

4th Laurie Jackson

oth Russ Johnson

10t Velma Pollock

11t Oscar Albrecht

12th  Bill Miller

13t Mac McGinnis
Conrad Youngbloom

14t Marlene Hassan

15t Joan Vogue



17th  Dean McGinnis

19t Sammy Ginter

24t Heather Lewis
Dorothy Strom

25t Gilbert Brill
Karen Mize
Becky Myers
Carl Quarnstrom

26t Sarah Chelson-Ginter
Ralph Vogue

27t Lois Walters

28t Kelly Patton
Jay Tunnell

29th  Eleanor Jewell
Michael McGinnis

WEDDING

ANNIVERSARIES. ..

18t Mark & Melissa Hood

23rd  Chuck & Myra
Sodergren

27t Jim & Susan Erickson
Don & Lois Walters

29t Larry & Annette Lesser
Sr.

GIVE

THANKS

THANK YOU, for all the calls,
cards, food, and memorial gifts
for Wendell Strom.

Dorothy Strom

The Pomeroy Families
wish to thank all our Trinity
family for the outpouring of
love and support following the
death of Alex Evans, who was
the grandson of Elwaine and
Joanne, and the nephew of
Duane and Debbie. Thanks to
Liz and Junior Utech, Julie
Reeves, Loni Reece, Martha
Erickson, Elaine Patton, and
Janice Greenlee for the meal.
Special thanks to Pastor Trudy
for her spiritual assistance
following his death and her

wonderful
service.

message at his

THANK YOU, Lauire Jackson
and Loretta Hoerman, for
providing beautiful music for
our services in this time
between organists. The gift of
your music is  greatly
appreciated, especially given
the very short notice you had
some weeks.

FROM THE
TREASURER:

As we come to the end of the
summer ... it is time to take a
look at our financial situation
and the progress we are making
towards meeting our
commitments  for  Mission
Support of the Synod. ... On
July 31, we reached the
midpoint of the fiscal year for
the synod. At that time,
congregational giving to the
synod totaled $1,093,223.19,
which is 55.4% of stated
intentions. This is good news
and something we are thankful
for ...On July 31, 67% of our

SYNOD

congregations  were  either
meeting or exceeding their
intentions. .. As a

congregation that has given
significantly more than your
stated intention for 2008, |
want to thank-you for
generosity, your faithfulness
in giving, and your
partnership in the shared
mission of our synod. We are
very appreciative of your
support and give thanks to God
for the blessings of the gifts you
are sharing with us.
Blessings to your congregation
for the remainder of this year.
If I can ever be of service or if

you have questions in regard to
8

the finances of the synod, please
feel free to contact me at 913-
851-2855 or via e-mail at
saschulte@kc.rr.com

Sent in love to serve with you,
Scott Schulte,

Synod Treasurer

SYNOD NEWS

Camp Tomah Shinga
has opened early
registration for the 2009
Summer Camp sessions.
Early registrants receive
$25 from registrations
submitted by April 15,
2009. The 2009 Summer

Camp schedule and
registration forms are
available in the church
office.

The Companion Synod
Team is in need of
another representative
from Area Ministry 6.
Oscar Albrecht, who has
been serving in this role,
is completing his three-
year term. If you are at all
interested, talk to Oscar
about his experience in

this role. For more
information or to
volunteer, contact Pastor

Trudy or the Area Ministry
Dean, Roger Lenander
(816-323-8378), or Pastor
Gary Teske of Trinity in
Lawrence (785-843-4150).
The next meeting of the
Companion Synod Team
will be November 14" &
15",

Hollis Renewal Center
is having a Hike A Thon
on Sunday, November 9™.
Hikers will walk the trails
of Hollis for
approximately 3.2 miles to



raise money for the
Capital Campaign. Pledge
forms are available on-
line. The event starts at
1:00pm and will conclude
around 4:00pm. Snacks
and beverages will be
provided. A  minimum
donation of $15 per hiker
or $45 for a family group
is requested. For more
information and on-line
pledge forms, visit
www.holliscenter.org.

THRIVENT
GIVINGPLUS

PROGRAM

Thrivent  GivingPlus
Program  offers  Thrivent
members a match to enhance
their gifts to certain Lutheran
Organizations. For every $2
given to eligible organizations,
Thrivent will provide a $1
match up to stated
maximums. Lutheran
organizations such as Camp
Tomah Shinga, Lutheran Fine
Arts Council of Topeka, and
other  organizations  thus
benefit through the
GivingPlus Program.

Thrivent suggests
making your contributions
early before the 2008
maximum allotted match to
organizations is reached. A
form (RI-07) must be
filled out by each individual
contribution. The form may
be obtained from the church
office or by contacting Oscar
Albrecht at 232-0019.

THRIVENT MEETING
The  Northern Shawnee
County Chapter of Thrivent
will meet at 7pm, Thursday
November 13, at 3649 SW
Burlingame Rd (NW corner of
37th & Burlingame) west
entrance.

A BELL CHOIR
MINI-FESTIVAL...

The event will be held at
First Lutheran, 1234 SW
Fairlawn, on  Saturday,
November 8th. The mass
choir concert will begin at
2:30.Preceeding the concert,
a workshop will be held
beginning at 9:00 that
morning. The workshop and
concert are under the
direction of Jane Anderson.
Five Lutheran bell choirs
from Topeka and one from
Alma will be participating.
The public is invited to attend
the 2:30 concert. This event
Is sponsored by the Lutheran
Fine Arts Council of Topeka.
Free will offering.

GREAT SPACES
Music & Arts Series
Grace Episcopal Cathedral

On Saturday, November
15" pianist Arthur Aksenov,
a member of the faculty of
Gnesin’'s Russian Academy
of Music, will present music
by Beethoven, Liszt,
Mussorgsky, and Wolf. The
event begins at 7:00pm.
Tickets are $10 for adults
and $5 for students.

On Friday, November
21%, Stan Kessler presents
his HoraceScope as he and
his band look back to the
jazz music of Horace Silver.
The Topeka High Jazz
Ensemble will open this
event. A free will donation
will be received at this
performance.

For more information,
contact the Cathedral Office
at 235-3457.

A FAIR TRADE
BAZAAR OF
GUATEMALAN
ARTISAN

HANDCRAFT

?‘.-‘.‘-

November 8, 2008-9am to
1pm. Our Savior's Lutheran
Church 2021 SwW 29" in
Topeka

The directors of Education
And More are hosting a Fair
Trade Bazaar of beautiful
artisan handcrafts from
Guatemala. Education And
More  helps indigenous
women lift themselves out of
poverty by selling their
handcrafts in the U.S.A. All
proceeds from the sales will
be returned to Guatemala to
help educate children and to
reduce poverty. This is a
wonderful  opportunity  to
come and learn about the
work of Education And More,
learn about Fair Trade and
the women of Guatemala,
and do some Christian
shopping.



Hand-woven Tablecloths,
Table Runners, Placemats &

Napkins, Hand-woven
Reusable Shopping Totes,
Paintings, Stunning

Handmade Jewelry, Purses,
Coin Purses & Tote Bags,
Hand-woven Shawls, Clergy
Stoles, Little Girl Purses,

Doll, Toys, And Many Other
Unique Gift Items!

#$h
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