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From the Pastor

We're trying to get this newsletter out before Thanksgiving ... I haven’t even bought
the turkey for dinner yet ... but already the stores are awash in Christmas décor, Santa’s
enthroned at the mall, and muzak versions of Christmas carols are in the air. This is
nothing new. It's been this way for years now. But with each passing year, I find it
bothers me more.

I'm not sure which bothers me most — the overwhelming consumerism with the
emphasis on buying, sales figures, marketing strategies, “Black Friday” news coverage ...
or those who try to bless all this excess by saying it’s really about Christ’s birth. Christians
were celebrating the birth of the Savior for ages without an extravaganza of gift-giving;
we could celebrate the Savior without all the cultural Christmas trappings today.

That’s not to say that I'm opposed to the cultural trappings of our year-end holiday
season. I really enjoy surprising loved ones with carefully chosen, nicely wrapped gifts.
(And yeah ... I like getting them, too!) I can appreciate that the gift of God’s love in Jesus
born to Mary inspires us to give gifts to those we love. But I can’t deny that cultural
expectations about gift-giving also play a part in how we celebrate Christmas. It’s not all
about the baby in the manger ... some of it might be, but not all of it.

Even so, even in the Church, Advent and Christmas aren’t just about the baby in the
manger ... and in this case, that’s a good thing. Advent is not a holy kind of way to get
ready for Christmas. It’s a time of hope and expectation, not about the coming of
Christmas and gifts, but of the coming of God into our midst. We don’t remember the
birth of Jesus at Christmas just because it's a sweet, heartwarming story about the most
wonderful child being born in an anything but wonderful place. We remember the story
of Jesus’ birth because this how God once came into our world.

Remembering how God broke into our world once fuels our hopes that God will come
among us. If Jesus could be born to a poor couple in the filth of a stable, then Jesus could
certainly come to any of us in the midst of any situation. So we wait and watch with
hopeful expectation that God will come to us again. We hear the signs of the Coming One
and learn to look for those signs in our lives ... sometimes big and dramatic, tearing the
heavens and shaking the foundations ... sometimes small and fragile, like the birth of a
baby ... sometimes in ways that are hard to see at all.

But God still comes. The tiny little baby born in Bethlehem did turn the world upside
down — just as his mother sang. We may not yet see all of that promised future, but here
and there ... now and then, we see glimpses of it that leave us eager for more. So once
again, we light our candles, watch and wait, and remember our Lord will indeed come.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus; come soon. Amen.

The Peace of Chwist to- youd
Pastor Trudy



WORSHIP & PRAYER

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays at 9:00AM at Trinity Hall (with Breakfast Club)
WORSHIP
Sundays at 10:30 - 11:45AM - Liturgical Worship; classic & contemporary service
BIBLE STUDY
Teaching & Prayer Service at 9:00 AM, at church basement
Sundays 9:00AM-10:00AM at Trinity Hall Lounge
Sundays at 6:30 PM, at Trinity Hall
Wednesdays: 10:30 AM at Trinity Hall
Thursdays: 9:00 AM Women’s Study is on break for the Summer.
2:00 PM at Martin Creek Place
And 3:00 PM at Luther Place 1
Priscilla Circle at 10:00 AM Third Monday

SUNDAY READINGS

December 7, 2008 SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

December 14, 2008 THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thess 5:16-24
John 1:6-8, 19-28

December 21, 2008 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
2 Sam 7:1-11,16
Luke 1:46b-55
Romans 16:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

December 24, 2008 CHISTMAS EVE
Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20

December 25, 2008 CHRISTMAS DAY
Isaiah 62:6-12
Psalm 97
Titus 8:4-7
Luke 2:1-20

December 28, 2008 CHRISTMAS 1
Isaiah 61:10—62:3
Psalm 148
Gal 4:4-7
Luke 2:22-40



EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

ADVENT BEGINS
November 30t is the First
Sunday in Advent. This
Sunday marks the beginning
of a new Church Year and we
turn to the readings for “Year
B” in the three-year cycle of
readings for our Sunday
services. The Gospel of Mark
will be the primary source for
our gospel readings in this
year. We will be using ELW
Setting Four on Sundays in
Advent and throughout the
Christmas and  Epiphany
seasons. (This very familiar
setting was Setting Two in the
green LBW.)
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ADVENT AT HOME
Each Sunday in Advent, a
service for candle lighting
and daily readings will be in

the bulletin. The services
and readings may be used as
a time for private prayer or
for group devotions by
members of a household.
So locate that Advent
wreath and get ready to
light the lights as we watch
and pray for the coming of
our Lord. Don’t have a
wreath? A collection of four
candles or even a single
candle will do. Small pillar
candles and cups will be
available in the Narthex on
November 30™.

MIDWEEK ADVENT
HOLDEN
EVENING PRAYER
SERVICES BEGINS

DECEMBER 4™
This year's mid-week Advent
services will be on
Thursdays December 4, 11,
and 18. Start your Thursday
evening with a nice hot bowl
of homemade soup.
Everyone is welcome to
bring soup, bread, crackers
or anything else to share
during this time of fellowship
starting at 5:30 p.m. At 6
p.m., we will move to the
sanctuary for carol singing.
We will take this time before
Advent worship to take

requests for favorite
seasonal hymns and
Christmas carols. Holden

Evening Prayer Service will
begin at 6:15.
Choir rehearsal will follow at
7 p.m. Come for the evening
or come when you can.
Bring a friend!

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICES

11:00pm on Wednesday,
December 24th

Because of the early publication
date for this issue of The
Tidings, the plans for the plans
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for special music are not yet
complete. Watch bulletin
inserts in December for the
starting time for the Special
Musical Prelude prior to the
11:00 Christmas Eve service.

CHRISTMAS

The Season of Nativity
The  Christmas  season
begins on Christmas Eve.
The whole season runs for
twelve days, from December
25" (Christmas Day) to
January 6" (Epiphany). On
Sundays during the Twelve
Days of Christmas we will
continue to sing the beloved
carols of the season and
read the stories of the
coming of Jesus from the
Gospels of Luke and John.
The rest of the world may be
ready to put the things of
Christmas away on
December 26", but in the
Church the celebration is just
getting started! Come
celebrate the reason for the
whole Christmas season on
December 28" and January
4" and all the days of
Christmas.

0N —F

LIGHT THE WORLD
During this season when we
celebrate the light of God
coming into the world with
the coming of Jesus Christ,
we will be receiving special
offerings to support those
who continue to share the
light of the gospel with the



world. As sponsors for
ELCA  Missionary  Rev.
Aaron Albrecht and his
family, we have a
commitment to contribute
$1000 a year to ELCA
Global Missions. Our
contributions  to Global
Mission support the work of
Pastor Aaron and his family
in Japan as well as the work
of other ELCA missionaries
around the world (including a
couple of Pastor Trudy's
classmates). Stumped what
to give someone on your
list? You might give a gift in
someone’s honor. Looking
for a way to give a special
“birthday gift” to Jesus?
Consider a special
contribution for Global
Missions. You may make a
contribution any Sunday in
December. Simply note the
amount and write “Global
Missions” on the third line of
the bulletin.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS:

Pledges for 2009

Pledge  packets will  be
distributed ~ after  services
November 23 and 30" ... and
by mail. Please read the letter
in the packet and prayerfully
consider your proportionate
giving in the coming year.
Place your card in the envelope
enclosed in the packet and
bring it with you to church on
December 14™. If you cannot

be present that day, please
return your card to the church
office in advance. All cards
received before December 14™
will be presented at the altar
that day. Again this year, your
pledge card will be returned to

you unopened and unread.
Curious as to why we receive
the cards if no one reads them?
Read the letter in your pledge
packe!

You asked for it
So many of you want to sing
favorite Christmas hymns
during Advent. Now you
can! Thursdays in Advent,
December 4, 11 & 18, we
will have hymn sings at 6
p.m., right before the Holden
Evening  Prayer  Advent

Services. This will be a
casual gathering where you
can shout out the number of
your favorite  Christmas
hymn (maybe even a carol
or two) and we'll sing it
together.

PARTNERSHIP WITH
BAKER SCHOOL OF
NURSING:

Welcome Luncheon

on January 8

Mark your calendar for
Thurs., Jan. 8. That's the
date of the next "Welcome

Luncheon for the
incoming class at Baker
University School of

Nursing. Once again we
will welcome about 40
new students, faculty and
staff to our neighborhood.
Lunch begins at noon-
plan to join us.

Congratulations to

Wanda Andrews
Wanda  Andrews was
named Auxillian of the
Year by the Stormont Vail
Auxillary. Wanda is a long
time active member of the
auxillary. She has served
as an officer
and continues to
volunteer weekly in the
Gift shop where she has
been involved in selection
of merchandise to sell in
the shop.

Treats for BUSN

Students
Treats will be provided
once a month on a
Monday. December treat
day is the 1st. If you can
donate a treat, please
bringit tochurch on
Sunday, November 30th,
The students really enjoy
bottled water and
homemade
Thanks!

treats.

Blood Pressure

Checks
Blood pressure checks
will be available after the
service on Sunday,
December  7th, Come
to the Kkitchen after the
service and a Baker
nursing student will be
there to take your B.P.



SMORGASBORD
Mark your calendars for
December 14, 2008, 5:00 PM
for the annual Smorgasbord.
Bring your favorite Swedish (or
not so Swedish) dish to share.
The youth are working on
musical entertainment, and
they might just lead us in some
of our favorite Christmas carols.
In  conjunction with the
Smorgasbord we will have a
silent auction for gift baskets.
If youd like to, you're welcome
to prepare a gift basket for the
auction. You will be able to
start to view the gift baskets in
late  November and early
December. The proceeds will
go toward the Youth Gathering.

HOWARD REECE
will be retiring December 1%
after 40 years with Goodyear

Tire & Rubber.
Congratulations,
Howard, and blessings on this
new chapter in you life!

THE TRINITY
QUILTERS

We invite you to attend
the worship service on
December 14 for the
“Blessing of the Quilts.”
On that day 60 quilts will
be on display before being
taken to the Doorstep
Christmas Store for
distribution. Many ladies
enjoy the privilege of
working throughout the
year, meeting every
Tuesday morning to work
on quilts and lap robes for
those in need. Other

recipients of quilts are
Rescue Mission, Lutheran
World  Relief, Tomah
Shinga Quilt Auction and
individuals (as the needs
arise). Willing workers are
always welcome!

TRINITY WOMEN

Priscilla Circle will meet
after worship Sunday,
December 7, to pack
goodies for our shut-ins.
We’ll meet in the NE
corner of the fellowship
room. Please bring from

your favorite recipe of
cookies and  wrapped
candies (some sugar free).
Thank you Julie Reeves
and your Sunday School
students for making the
candle decorations which
will accompany the gifts.
We look forward to
sharing the joy of our
Savior’s birth with a visit
to our home bound.

Our next regular study
meeting will be in January
19. Connie will lead the
lesson on “Trial by Fire”
based on the book of
Daniel. Julie will have the
coffee ready for you. All
are welcome! Start the
New Year with this great
study!.

Highlights of
Congregation Council
Meeting, Nov. 12

Stewardship/Finance - The fall
stewardship campaign will be
the same as last year. A pledge
card will be mailed to each
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giving unit asking that it be filled
out and returned to the church.
There has been no special
offering for World Missions this
year so this will be the
emphasis during Advent. We
have commitment for $1,000.
this year, $445. of that has
been met. General Fund
account was $474. behind
monthly budget needs in Oct.
and year to date we are behind
$5,853. Budget work-sheets
were handed out to the
committees to get input and
return to council to review in
Dec. Jane Lewis gave her letter
of resignation as treasurer,
effective Dec. 31. She is willing
to help orient a new treasurer.

Learning - Fund raising efforts
continue monthly for the youth
program (grades 6-12) and for
the ELCA Youth Gathering in
July. The youth will sponsor the
smorgasbord on Dec. 14 and
will provide musical entertain.
Sunday School attendance in
grades 1-6 averages 3-7 kids
per Sunday; in grades 7-12, 2-3
per Sunday. There are currently
no attendee younger than the
first graders. Substitute
teachers and helpers are
needed.

Witness - Baker University
Nursing students who were
involved with the community
assessment project at Trinity
presented their change project
to the council. It is a disaster
plan for the Trinity which
includes plaques with the
evacuation routes and a box
containing items such as
blanket, flash light, water that
could be used in the event of a
disaster. There have also
prepared a health resource
book which will be located in
the library.



Personnel-Nursery attendant
Caitie Moulden has resigned
effective Dec. 7. She is
graduating from Baker School
of Nursing on Dec. 14. Plan is
to post a flyer at the school
announcing the availability of
the position. A candidate for
organist will be interviewed on
Nov. 13.

Property-continiung to work on
getting the house moved off of
the property. Howard Reece,
Keith  Springer and Carl
Quarnstrom are making contact
with Fred Bayless to try to
resolve the situation. The hole
on the property is in progress of
being filled by Mr. Hug.

Worship and Music-will
decorate the sanctuary for
Advent/Christmas. Need
volunteers to assist on Nov. 30
or Dec. 6

Partnership for a Missional
Church-Next cluster event is
Dec. 5 and 6 in Kansas City.
Plunging group is beginning to
talk with people in the
community. Missional
Engagement Team is working
through a process. Steering
Team and Missional
Engagement Team are asked
to go to the cluster event.
Council members are
encouraged to attended along
with persons on the Plunging
Team.

Nominating Committee-will be
activated soon. Annual
Meeting will be Sunday, Jan.
18 and the youth will serve a
dinner before the meeting.
Council will meet a week early
in January, on the 7th. A
committee will be assembled to
work on revisions to the church
constitution. Chad Ronsick of
Hicks-Ronsick Insurance

Agency met with the council to
recommend changing our
coverage on the church
property from Safeco to Guide
One. It will provide better
coverage for less money. Mr.
Ronsick has been  our
insurance agent for a number of
years and works with a number
of churches. The council
approved the change to Guide
One, effective Dec. 1

Quarter Challenge for Camp
Tomah Shinga Quarters
(dollar bills and other coins)
were collected on three
Sundays recently. The total
amount was $74.46. Thanks to
those who participated.

DECEMBER
WORSHIP LEADERS

Acolytes

7 Rachel Heald &
Catalina Cretsinger

14 Kade Welp &
Mason Shields

21 Trey Horton &
Benjamin
Cretsinger

24 Catalina &
Benjamin
Cretsinger

28 Alex & Rosie
Nichols

Alter Guild Team
Shelly Axelton one

Altar Flowers
Coordinator
LaVell Winsor

Altar Flowers

14 Donna Allen
21 Linda Longren
28 Dean McGinnis
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Assisting Ministers
7 Donna Low

14 Bob Horton

21 Marsha Ridinger
24  Walt Laughlin
25 Marsha Ridinger
28 Marsha Chelson

Coffee Hosts
TBA

Greeters

7 Diane Bottorff

14 Janice Greenlee

21  Elaine Patton

24 Joanne & Elwaine
Pomeroy

28 Edward Emmons

Lectors

7 Marsha Chellson
14 Lavell Winsor

21 Oscar Albrecht
24 Elwaine Pomeroy
25 David Tannen

28 Donna Low

Usher
David Tannen

If you are unable to serve,
please arrange for someone
to take your place, & please
let the church office know.
Thanks!

DECEMBER
2008

CELEBRATING

BIRTHDAYS...

1st Qumar Pines

gnd Katie Walker

grd Junior Utech

5th Dayonde Wheeler

7th Lena Kirchhoff
Kaitlin Roesch



11" Tom Arney

12t Milan Austin

14%  Bradley Carpenter

16t Chelsea Carpenter

22" Troy Pomeroy

28 Philip Blosser

25t Donald Field

27th Steve Billbe 11
Cindy McGinnis

28t Karen Arney

30t Brett Henry

CELEBRATING
BAPTISMS...

15t Phil Kirchhott

5th Lena Kirchhoff
Bonnie Adams

gth Walt Laughlin
Peggy Buchholz

gth Junior Utech

10" Roy O’Neil

12th  Jane Velen

16t Harold Hypse

215t Braden Adams
Marlys Hiltgen
Tresa Johnson

25™  Andrew Carpenter
Dustin Carpenter
Lee Lundquist

26" Debbie Pomeroy
Dayonde Wheeler

29t Janice Greenlee

soth  Kai Field

Sydney Messick
WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES . ..
28t Harold & Marilyn

Hypse
29t Carl & Betty

Quarnstrom

GIVE THANKS
THANK YOU

On behalf of the staff and
volunteers of Doorstep, Inc., |
would like to thank you for
your donation of $575 in
October 2008. Because of
your kindness and generosity
families and individuals in
need wil receive some of

the help they need. Please
know that every donation,
large of small, is important
and appreciated! Your gifts
are vital to keeping our
doors open to those in need
within the community and
we are always gratefull
Thank you!  Blessings, Lisa
Clarke, Executive Director,
Doorstep, Inc. Doorstep's
needs continue throughout
the year. See the arficle on
Doorstep in this newsletter for
more information on
Doorstep’s needs and how
you can assist.

Diane Bottorff wishes to thank

Trinity's senior members who
participated in the Life Review
interviews with Baker School of
Nursing students this fall. The
assignment will be repeated
again in the coming semester,
with interviews taking place in

late January and early February,

If you'd like to participate again
or if you haven't previously
been involved and would like to
take part, please contact Diane
Thanks to the following who
have shared their story:
Lou Hagadorn, Harold Hypse,
Marilyn Hypse, Walt Laughlin,
Lee Lundquist, Marsha
Chelson, Jerry Chelson, Lucille
Falley, Elwaine Pomeroy,
Joanne Pomeroy, Chuck
Sodergren, Myra Sodergren,
Joan Vogue, Elaine Patton, and
Martha Erickson

Dear Friendsin faith,

You have no ideal how grateful
| am for the help you have
given me in my attempt to
restore my family’s farm in

Maple Hill. There is still much

to do, so if you are still willing,
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just let me know a date or two
when you might be available
again! Happy Thanksgiving!
Sincerely, Shelley Andrews

N

DOORSTEPHELPING
THOSE INNEED
DURINGTHE

HOLIDAYS

Doorstep will adopt 250
famiies and  individuals
again this year tor Christmas.
With the current economy we
expect to see the number of
families in need this Fall and
this  holiday season to
increase. We are seeing an
increase in the need for
everything from rent and
utility assistance to food and
fransportation for travel to
work or to look for work.
There is an increased
intensity among our dlients
and unforfunately some
additional strain placed on
the volunteers and staff. 1t is
a glimpse of what may be to
come and we are preparing
as best we can for the future
needs of our neighbors who
are in need now or who may
find themselves needing
assistance for the first time.

The shelves in our food
bank are looking bare and
we are in need of some
spedific food items this Fall.
ltems we desperately need
are: Rice— 1-21b bags,



Spaghetti, Canned Milk, Peas.
Soup—Tomato. Vegetable,
Cream Mushroom. Varieties
(No Chicken Noodle Flease)
Pinto Beans. Egg Noodles,
Ramen Noodles, Cold
Cereal/Oatmeal.  Spaghetti
Sauce . Powdered Milk. Pork
N Beans, Jelly. Ceaning out
closets? We need the
following items in our clothing
room: Blankets, Jeans (all
ages/sizes), Towels
(body/hand). Gloves (all
ages/sizes). Sheets (all
Sizes). Hats/Scarves,
Coats/Jackets. Flease make
sure the items are in good
condition and not torn or
dirty.  We will ‘pass on’
torn/dirty items not usable
by our dienis to be made
into blankets.

Also. we ask that you do not
leave donated items outside
our building during closed
hours as they become a
mess on the ground and in
the parking lot when we
return. Doorstep donations
hours are Monday—Fridax
8am-3pm located at 10
&  Buchanan. Dovetail
Shoppe donation hours are
Thursday -5aturday from
I Oam-4pm located at 1 2™
and Washburn. Help is also
needed for the Christmas
store. Lists of needed items
are available on bullefin
boards at church.
VVolunteers to set up and
staft the Christmas Store
December 14™ —through
1 8™ For more information
—and to volunteer —cdll
Doorstepat 35 7-534 1.

COOKIE WALK
December 5. Z0038. from
9:00am to b:OOpm at the
Ronald McDonald House
825 5SW Buchanan 5t. You
can contad them at 235-
b852. There will be
holiday cookies & candies at
a cost of $5 per pound.
Cakes, pies. and breads will
be individually priced. All
proceeds benefit the Topeka
Ronald McDonald House.
Bring your camera to take a
picture with Santa!  Ronald
McDonald House Charities
lifts children and families to a
better tormorrow by
providing a home-away-
from—-home tfor families of
seriously ill children staying
at nearby hospitals.

LIVING NATIVITY
DRIVE-
THROUGH

This free event will be at
First Lutheran Church on
December 14" from 5:00pm
to 7:00prm. All are welcome
to visit on their 32" year of
production. Please make our
tradition a part of your
holiday celebration.

MEALS ON WHEELS

This non-profit agency is
currently seeking volunteers
to help deliver meals to
home-bound individuals. If
you would be interested in
helping deliver hot, nutritious
meal to people who might go
without, call Volunteer
Coordinator Renae Stewart
at 354-5420.
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In addition to home
delivery of meals, Meals On
Wheels also hosts a
“Friendship Meal” program
that serve seniors in
nineteen  dining  centers
around Topeka and Shawnee
Country.  This program is
open to anyone over 60
years of age. Contact the
Meals On Wheels office at
354-5420 for more
information on the
Friendship Meal program.

Meals On Wheels is also
facing a critical need for
funding. For information on
how to make a contribution,
please contact the Meals on
Wheels Office.

GREAT SPACES

Music & Arts Series
On Saturday, December
13th,  the Western Wind
Vocal Ensemble will present
Choral Music for Christmas,
a program of Medieval,
Renaissance, Early American
and Contemporary
Christmas songs along with
holiday reflections. The
concert will begin at 7:00pm
at Grace Episcopal
Cathedral. Tickets are
required for this event. Cost
is $10 for adults, $5 for
students. For  more
information on tickets and

this event, contact the
Cathedral Office 235-3457.






