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Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost  August 31, 2008 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
                            Evangelical Lutheran Worship ~ Service of Word & Meal      10:30 AM 
 

INTRODUCTION  
 The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering, yet finds in 

God’s words the delight of his heart.  When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, 
Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them.  Such sacrifical love is described 
by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil.  In worship we 
gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. 
 

PRELUDE                                       “Rhosymedre” (How Lovely)               Vaughn Williams 
 
 ENTRANCE HYMN                       “We Sing to You, O God”                           ELW 791 
 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS      
P Blessed be the holy Trinity,  
 + one God, the source of life, the word of salvation,  
 the spirit of mercy. 
C Amen 
P Let us confess our sins to God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,  
 and abounding in steadfast love. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P God of compassion,  
C we confess that we have failed to bear witness that you desire to draw all people to 

yourself.  In our hearts we have thought ill of those who differ from us, and our 
love of others has not been genuine.  We have been caught up in the cares of the 
world. We have neglected opportunities to welcome the stranger, to feed the 
hungry, and to mend broken relationships.  Forgive our sins, merciful God, that 
our hearts may burn with love for you and for those in need, and that our lives may 
witness to your never-failing love for your creation.  Amen. 

P Brothers and sisters, buried with Christ by baptism into his death, your sins are forgiven.  
The death Christ died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So you also, by the power of the Holy Spirit, are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.   

C Amen. 
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GREETING 
P:   Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad.    
The God who created the world and fills it with life be with you all. 
C:   And also with you. 
           
KYRIE       p.213 
Assisting Minister leads; Congregation responds.   
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HYMN OF PRAISE         p.213   
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5 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   O God,  
C:   we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.  
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow 
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21  
 Jeremiah declares:  O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down 
retribution for me on my persecutors.  In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on 
your account I suffer insult.  16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to 
me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts.  17I 
did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat 
alone, for you had filled me with indignation.  18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed?  Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.  
19Therefore thus says the LORD:  If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand 
before me.  If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth.  
It is they who will turn to them.  20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and 
deliver you, says the LORD.  21I will deliver you out of the hand of wicked, and redeem you from 
the grasp of ruthless. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8 

 
1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 
 I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 
 2Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 
 examine my heart | and my mind. 
3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 
 I have walked faith- | fully with you. 
 4I have not sat | with the worthless, 
 nor do I consort with | the deceitful. 
5I have hated the company of | evildoers; 
 I will not sit down | with the wicked. 
 6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 
 that I may go in procession | round your altar, 
7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 
 and recounting all your won- | derful deeds. 
 8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell 
 and the place where your glo- | ry abides. 
. 
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SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21 
Paul writes to the Roman Christians who have experienced rejection and ridicule as a result of 
their faith. He instructs them on how to live as Christians in an unfriendly world. 
 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for 
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of 
God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20No, "if your enemies 
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you 
will heap burning coals on their heads." 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 

   p.216 
                              

.  
P:  The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew,  the sixteenth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the living God," Jesus reveals the 
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept even for a disciple whom 
Jesus has called a "rock." 
 

From that time on [after Peter's confession], Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, 
saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you." 23But he turned and said to Peter, 
"Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things." 
 24Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit them if they 
gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
 27"For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he 
will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
P. The Gospel of Our Lord     
C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
THE SERMON                                                   “Finding Life by Losing It” 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”         ELW 667 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucifed, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church,  
 the communion of saints,  
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 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS  
A:   With the whole people of God in Jesus Christ, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence 
A:   For the church throughout the world and for us who are gathered here; let us pray that we 
follow Jesus in the way of the cross, so that others may come to know your compassion for the 
whole human family and your gift of eternal life.  Hear us, O God, 
C:   your mercy is great.  
A:   For all who labor in all segments of society—government, business, industry, agriculture, 
education, medicine, and service professions: let us pray that they may find their vocations to be 
gratifying and their contributions to the lives of others rewarding. Hear us, O God, 
C:   your mercy is great.  
A:   For all who offer their lives as instruments of your peace so others may live in freedom: let 
us pray that oppression, violence, and hatred may cease and that goodwill may triumph.  Hear us, 
O God.  
C:   Your mercy is great. 
A:   For all who care for the sick: let us pray that the skills which you have given will bring 
healing to those who are ill, especially Wendell Strom and Shawn Nowak, so all who suffer in 
any way may have cause to give you thanks and praise. Hear us, O God, 
C:   your mercy is great.  
A:   For this assembly: let us pray that our community will provide encouragement, leadership, 
healing, and Christian witness to all.  Hear us, O God, 
C:   your mercy is great.  
P:    For our companion congregations, Grace in Osage City, Trinity in Otis, Advent and St. Mark 
in Olathe:  let us pray that they be strengthened for the work you call them to do.  Hear us, O 
God, 
C:    your mercy is great. 
Here other prayers are offered 
A:   For all who have died in the faith: let us pray that their lives might inspire our own.  Keep us 
steadfast in faith until that day when we join with them in the heavenly victory feast of all your 
saints.  Hear us, O God, 
C:   your mercy is great.  
P:   Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C:   Amen. 
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THE PEACE  
  P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
  C  And also with you.   
  P:  Share the peace of the risen Christ with those around you as we prepare to gather at our 
Lord’s table 
 

THE OFFERING      ELW 181 

          

 
BLESSING OF VOCATION— LABORERS 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:   God of all creation,  
C:   all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.  You bring forth bread from 
the earth and fruit from the vine.  Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the 
world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  p. 172 
P::  The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give God thanks and praise.   
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you…And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 

  
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  P.111 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  P. 173 
P:  Remember us in your Kingdom, Lord, and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever.  Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P All good gifts come from God.  Come with gratitude to this table of bounty. 
    
THE COMMUNION 

         
 ELW 195 

 
COMMUNION HYMN                       “Baptized in Water” ELW 456 
                                                              “I Received the Living God” ELW 477 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in grace. 
C:   Amen. 
 
CANTICLE                     ELW 206 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A O God, our provider, you nourish us with holy food and drink, and you open our hearts 

to the needs of others.  Refresh us with your Spirit, that our words and deeds may 
proclaim your creative and life-giving Word, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P God gives rest to all who are weary and carrying heavy burdens 

Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
bless, preserve, and keep you this day and forevermore.  

C Amen 
 

SENDING HYMN                         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                              ELW 836 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace.  Live the gospel.   
C Thanks be to God.   
 

POSTLUDE                                           “Built on a Rock”                          Flor Peeters 
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