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Second Sunday after Easter   April 19, 2009 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
                                       Evangelical Lutheran Worship ~ Setting One  10:30 AM 
 

INTRODUCTION  
The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 

presence, mostly through the glorius Gospel of John.  Today we gather with the disciples on the first 
Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us.  With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his 
wounded self in the broken bread.  From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of 
open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 

Today the church commemorates Olavus Petri and Laurentius Petri, two sixteenth-century 
renewers of the church. 

 

PRELUDE                                             
 

 ENTRANCE HYMN                         “Thine Is the Glory”                            ELW 376 
 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS      
P Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess 
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Loving God, 
C we fear, we doubt, we do not trust you; we do not love our neighbors as ourselves; 

we sin against you in thought, word, and deed.  We pray for your mercy, 
forgiveness, and grace.  We hope in the gift of your Spirit and we rejoice in the 
resurrection promise of Jesus Christ, our living Savior.  Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together in Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
crucified and risen, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P:   Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C:   Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:    And also with you. 
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KYRIE             p.98 
Assisting Minister leads; Congregation responds.   
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HYMN OF PRAISE         p.99  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   Almighty God,  
C:   with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.  By the grace of Christ among 
us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM                            
                                          

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35 
In today's reading, the church glimpses the life of the first Christian community. Here the author 
of Acts describes the social dimension of Christian life. Animated by the Spirit of the risen Lord, 
the body of Christ cares for those in need and holds all things in common. 
 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the 
apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
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PSALM: Psalm 133 
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1) 

 
Oh, how good and pleas- | ant it is,* 
when brethren live togeth- | er in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil up- | on the head* 
 that runs down up- | on the beard, 
3Upon the | beard of Aaron,* 
and runs down upon the collar | of his robe. 
 4It is like the | dew of Hermon* 
 that falls upon the | hills of Zion.  
5For there the LORD has or- | dained the blessing:* 
life for- | evermore.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2 
This letter of John begins with poetic testimony to Jesus as the word of life. Through him we 
have firsthand experience of God and know for certain that God loves us and forgives us our sin. 
 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life--2this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 
with the Father and was revealed to us--3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that 
you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 
in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself 
is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If 
we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in 
us. 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               p. 102  
                   

.  

 
P:  The Holy Gospel, according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Lord appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas 
offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
"Peace be with you." 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you." 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, 
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 
27Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put 
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 
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29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have come to believe." 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
P. The Gospel of Our Lord     
C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
THE SERMON                                                    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”                  ELW  363 
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God.  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  And the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS  
A:   Transformed by the life giving power of the empty tomb, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence 
A:   Blessed by God’s continued love and presence among us, let us pray for to be the wounded 
hands of Christ to all who doubt or disbelieve.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great. 
A:   Blessed by a universe rich with wonder and life, let us pray for a common dedication to the 
well-being of all living creatures.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great.  
A:   Blessed to be a community of God’s people, let us pray for all communities, for safe 
neighborhoods, adequate housing, and sufficient food for all people.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great.  
A:   Blessed by peace and comfort in the midst of fear and confusion, let us pray for those facing 
the loss of a loved one, the loss of a job, or the loss of health.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great. 
A:   Blessed by the firm foundation of faith and the heritage of the Reformation, we give thanks 
for the courage and faithful witness of Olavus and Laurentius Petri, whom we commemorate 
today.  We pray for renewal in all congregations, especially our own and our companions this 
week:  St. Mark in Kansas City, Shepherd of the Hills in St. Ann, All Saints in Blue Springs, and 
Scherer Memorial Lutheran in Chapman.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great. 
Here other prayers are offered 
A:    Blessed by the eternal promise of the resurrection, let us give thanks for all the faithful 
departed, that at the last we may be united with them in the one true fellowship of Christ.  Hear 
us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:   Hear our prayers, gracious God, and grant all that we need to live as your Spirit-filled people, 
in the name of the risen Christ. 
C:   Amen. 
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THE PEACE  
  P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
  C  And also with you.   
 
THE OFFERING      ELW 186 

          
 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:   Everlasting God,   
C:   the whole universe sings a new song of praise; the rivers clap their hands, the hills ring 
out for joy.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us voices ready to cry out for 
justice and proclaim resurrection joy wherever your Spriit leads us.  In Jesus’ name we 
boldly pray.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  p. 107 

  
 

 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you…And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  P. 112 
P:  Remember us in your Kingdom, Lord, and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever.  Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P This is the feast of victory for our God! 
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THE COMMUNION 
  ELW 112 

 
COMMUNION HYMN                       “Listen, God Is Calling” ELW 513 
                                                              “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531 
                                              
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in grace. 
C:   Amen. 
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CANTICLE                     ELW 113 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Good Shepherd, lead us from the fulfillment and joy of this meal to bring joy and 

fulfillment to others.  Guide us on paths of justice.  Teach us to live for you as servants 
to one another.  Enfold us in your abiding love.  We give thanks in the name of the risen 
Christ. 

C Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, rejoice in 
the resurrection and live in hope, peace, and joy. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                                 “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”                  ELW  619 
                 (verses 1-3, 7-8) 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace.  Share the good news.  
C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!  
 

POSTLUDE       
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