Fifth Sunday after Easter May 10, 2009

ORDER OF SERVICE
Evangelitaktheran Worship ~ Setting One 10:30 AM

INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shaigdife with us is the image of the vine. Christ
the vine and we the branches are alive in eachrptheghe mystery of mutual abiding that we readrof
the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptisakes us a part of Christ’s living and life-givinglisand
makes us alive with Christ's life. As the vinenbs food to the branches, Christ feeds us at thketaWe
are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the wabrl

PRELUDE

ENTRANCE HYMN “There in God's Garden” ELW 342
(verses 1-2, 4, 6)

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

P Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, &e gathered in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselabtlze truth is not in us. If we confess

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgieair sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Loving God,

C we fear, we doubt, we do not trust you; we do nobl/e our neighbors as ourselves;
we sin against you in thought, word, and deed. Waray for your mercy,
forgiveness, and grace. We hope in the gift of yo$pirit and we rejoice in the
resurrection promise of Jesus Christ, our living Saior. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even whenwgee dead in sin, and made us alive
together in Christ. By grace you have been sakedhe name of + Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen, your sins are forgiven. AlhtigGod strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live inyrchearts through faith.

C Amen.

GREETING

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the lmvGod, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Assisting Minister leads; Congregation responds.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0 | :
A5 — T+
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.
HYMN OF PRAISE p.99
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Lord God, heav - en - ly King, al - might - y God and
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God,

C: you give us your Son as the vine apart from wdm we cannot live. Nourish our life in
his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and knkow the fullness of your joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reign with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40

Philip and Stephen were among the first deaconsamdor service in the early church. After
Stephen was martyred, Philip and the rest weretsead but continued to preach. In this
encounter, reflection on scripture leads to baptisto the body of Christ.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up andtgward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness .)dd8o he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candapegen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to wor&hipd was returning home; seated in his chariot,
he was reading the prophet Isai&fThen the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to thisadbt and
join it." *°So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading theppet Isaiah. He asked, "Do you
understand what you are reading®e replied, "How can |, unless someone guides mefl'
he invited Philip to get in and sit beside hiffNow the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this:
"Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
*In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
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For his life is taken away from the earth.”
%The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may | ask, ymes the prophet say this, about himself
or about someone else?Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 8dspture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Je¥s they were going along the road, they came to
some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here ienvaVhat is to prevent me from being
baptized’?'GSHe commanded the chariot to stop, and both of tlmilip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized hifiwhen they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw hommiere, and went on his way rejoicing.
“9But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he wassing through the region, he proclaimed
the good news to all the towns until he came tosGees.

PSALM: Psalm 22:24-30
All the ends of the earth shall remember and torthe LORD. (Ps. 22:26)
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My praise is of him in the | great assembly;*
I will perform my vows in the presence of those Wheorship him.
*The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the | LORD shall praise him:*
"May your heart | live forever!"
°All the ends of the earth shall remember and ttorthe LORD,*
and all the families of the nations | bow befoma.hi
#"For kingship belongs | to the LORD;*
he rules o- | ver the nations.
*To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow | dawworship;*
all who go down to the dust | fall before him.
*My soul shall live for him; my descen- | dants shhserve him;*
they shall be known as the | LORD's forever.
®They shall come and make known to a people | yiedmums
the saving deeds that | he has done.

SECOND READING: 1 John 4:7-21
This letter is a commentary on Jesus' commandole"bne another." Love is the mark of God's
abiding presence, because God is love. Love gisel away in service to those in need.

Beloved, let us love one another, because loveis f5od; everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God®Whoever does not love does not know God, for Gddvs. °God's love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Bto the world so that we might live
through him.*%n this is love, not that we loved God but thatltneed us and sent his Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our singBeloved, since God loved us so much, we also otgitve



one anothert?No one has ever seen God: if we love one anothsd,li@es in us, and his love is
perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in bscause he has given us of his
Spirit. “And we have seen and do testify that the Fathershas his Son as the Savior of the
world. **God abides in those who confess that Jesus ischeoSGod, and they abide in God.
%30 we have known and believe the love that Goddrass.

God is love, and those who abide in love abid&dud, and God abides in theMLove
has been perfected among us in this: that we may baldness on the day of judgment, because
as he is, so are we in this worlfiThere is no fear in love, but perfect love castsfear; for fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears hageached perfection in lové®We love
because he first loved U8Those who say, "l love God," and hate their brathmr sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sistaom they have seen, cannot love God whom
they have not seefiThe commandment we have from him is this: those Mt God must love
their brothers and sisters also.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

P: The Holy Gospel, according to John, the fifteerhapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his dissi@mbout the relationship they would have with
him. Those who abide in his word and love wouldr beat, for apart from him, they could do
nothing.



Jesus said”l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegmowide removes every branch in
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that beari frei prunes to make it bear more fritou
have already been cleansed by the word that | $peken to you'Abide in me as | abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself smie abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me’l am the vine, you are the branches. Those whaedhidhe and | in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do ngtfithoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches atfeeged, thrown into the fire, and burnéé.
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, asknioatever you wish, and it will be done for
you.®My Father is glorified by this, that you bear mudakit and become my disciples."

P. The Gospel of Our Lord
C. Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN'S TIME
THE SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “We Know That Christ Is Raised” ELW 449

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God.
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pila
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living ad the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giverof life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped andigrified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic chah.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
And the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

A: Transformed by the life giving power of the gmtomb, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

A brief silence

A:  Nourished by the body and blood of Christ] abiding in his resurrected life let us pray
that we would reach out in love and service tavlib hunger, thirst, or stand in need of grace.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Nourished by the love of our mothers and dfaddo give motherly care, let us pray for
strong bonds and tender affection in families nidighips, and all relationships that unite us with
others in love. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Nourished by kind words and gentle touchuepray for all who are suffering in body or
spirit. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Nourished by the abundance of creation, lghnay for plentiful rains, fertile soil, and safety
for all who plant and raise our food. Hear us, @G

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Nourished by our heritage of freedom, let wsygor just leaders and governments that
administer fairly and equitably for all. Hear @God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A:  Nourished by the true vine that is Christ,ue pray for fruit in all the branches, this
congregation and our companions: Pyrmont Trimt$iover; St. Mark in Clayton; St. Paul,
Brauersville Immanuel, and United Lutheran in G8kemp. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other prayers are offered

A: Nourished by the fruitful lives of the sair@tgiong us and those who have gone before us,
let us pray for that day when we will abide witlettin Christ, joined in one great congregation.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: Hear our prayers, gracious God, and grarthatlwe need to live as your Spirit-filled people,
in the name of the risen Christ.
C: Amen.

THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

THE OFFERING . ELW 186

Create in Me
Offering Song
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Let us pray..Everlasting God,

C: the whole universe sings a new song of praisiie rivers clap their hands, the hills ring
out for joy. As you have raised us to new life i€hrist, give us voices ready to cry out for
justice and proclaim resurrection joy wherever yourSpriit leads us. In Jesus’ name we

boldly pray. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING p. 107
Preface Dialogue
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Lift up your  hearts.  We lift them to  the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, tiaat should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you...And so with all the chofrangels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join tm&nding hymn.

Holy, Holy, Holy
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Remember us in your Kingdom, Lord, and teactoysay:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us fom euvil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the giy,
Forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P This is the feast of victory for our God!
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THE COMMUNION

ELW 112
Lamb of God
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

COMMUNION HYMN “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death” ELW 452

“Now We Join in Celebration” ELW 462

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Chriggnsfthen you and keep you in grace.
C: Amen.
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CANTICLE ELW 113

Now, Lord
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Good Shepherd, lead us from the fulfillment aog ¢f this meal to bring joy and
fulfillment to others. Guide us on paths of justicTeach us to live for you as servants
to one another. Enfold us in your abiding lovee @iwe thanks in the name of the risen

Christ.
C Amen
BENEDICTION

P Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, imsgired by the Holy Spirit, rejoice in
the resurrection and live in hope, peace, and joy.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, blgssi now and forever.

C Amen

SENDING HYMN “This Joyful Eastertide” ELW 391
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!
POSTLUDE

ELW Service of Holy Communion Setting One (Words &usic) Copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress Pali#rs Reprinted
by permission.

Confession and Prayers reprinted (or adapted fBunpays and Seasons, Copyright c 2008 AugsbutteEsr
Used by permission.

Scripture Passages are from the New Revised Sthivgasion Bible Copyright ¢ 1989, Division of Chi&n Education of the
Nationsal Council of the Churches of Christ in trdted States of America. Used by permission. rigilts reserved
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