Sixth Sunday after Easter May 17, 2009

ORDER OF SERVICE
Evangelitaktheran Worship ~ Setting One 10:30 AM

INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christrel with us in the image of friendship. We are
called to serve others as Jesus came to servefdsulohn’'s gospel, the image of servanthood is too
hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essentédfe with Christ. Friendship captures the lotke joy,
the deep mutuality of the relationship into whichri6t invites us. The Greeks believed that trienfis
are willing to die for each other. This is the mmaitlove of Christian community commanded by Clanist
enabled by the Spirit.

PRELUDE
ENTRANCE HYMN “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” ELW 384

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS

P Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, ae gathered in the name of the Father,

and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselvesbilze truth is not in us. If we confess

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgieair sins and cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Loving God,

C we fear, we doubt, we do not trust you; we do noble our neighbors as ourselves;
we sin against you in thought, word, and deed. Waray for your mercy,
forgiveness, and grace. We hope in the gift of yo$pirit and we rejoice in the
resurrection promise of Jesus Christ, our living Saeior. Amen.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even whenwgee dead in sin, and made us alive
together in Christ. By grace you have been sakedhe name of + Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen, your sins are forgiven. AlhtigGod strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live inyrchearts through faith.

C Amen.

GREETING

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the lmvGod, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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Assisting Minister leads; Congregation responds.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE p.99
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Lord God, heav - en - ly King, al - might - y God and
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: O God,

C: you have prepared for those who love you joyiseyond understanding. Pour into our
hearts such love for you that, loving you above athings, we may obtain your promises,
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Chtjsyour Son and our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, aw and forever. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48

Jesus is raised from the dead as Lord of all caratiThe risen Christ comes to all persons
regardless of their condition in life. In today'sading, a Roman army officer welcomes Peter's
witness to Christ. The Holy Spirit descends ondh@eman "outsiders," causing amazement
among the witnesses.

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spiritlfeipon all who heard the word’The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter vesteunded that the gift of the Holy Spirit
had been poured out even on the Gentitéfey they heard them speaking in tongues and
extolling God. Then Peter sailf, "Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing theseple
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we havé3t he ordered them to be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to &tageveral days.



PSALM: Psalm 98
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. (Ps.38:
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Sing to the LORD | a new song,*
for he has done | marvelous things.
With his right hand and his | holy arm*
has he won for him- | self the victory.
*The LORD has made | known his victory;*
his righteousness has he openly shown in the gaftthe nations.
“He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the | luse of Israel,*
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victof of our God.
®Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;*
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
®Sing to the LORD | with the harp,*
with the harp and the | voice of song.
"With trumpets and the sound | of the horn*
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
8_et the sea make a noise and all | that is in it,*
the lands and those who | dwell therein.
%Let the rivers | clap their hands,*
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD
when he comes to | judge the earth.
1 righteousness shall he | judge the world*
and the peo- | ples with equity.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6

John calls upon Christians to love God and to love another. Toward the end of this text,
John says exactly what this faithfulness means: lexee God when we obey God's
commandments.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Chrisbbas born of God, and everyone who loves the
parent loves the childBy this we know that we love the children of Godem we love God and
obey his commandment¥or the love of God is this, that we obey his comdments. And his
commandments are not burdensoffier, whatever is born of God conquers the world. Alnig
is the victory that conquers the world, our fafWho is it that conquers the world but the one
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

®This is the one who came by water and blood, JEswist, not with the water only but
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is time that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p. 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

P: The Holy Gospel, according to John, the fifteerhapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a firgstimony to his disciples to help them in the
days ahead. Here, he repeats the most importaalt bfs commands, that they love one another.

Jesus said”As the Father has loved me, so | have loved ybidesin my love!lf you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just dsmale kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love'!l have said these things to you so that my joy b®in you, and that your joy
may be complete.

2 "This is my commandment, that you love one anotiset have loved you®No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one'sftifeone's friendst*You are my friends if you do
what | command you’l do not call you servants any longer, becauseséingant does not know
what the master is doing; but | have called yoentis, because | have made known to you
everything that | have heard from my Fath&¥.ou did not choose me but | chose you. And |
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that vi@st, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my namé’l am giving you these commands so that you may émesanother."

P. The Gospel of Our Lord
C. Praise to you, O Christ



CHILDREN'’S TIME Special Music from our Sunday School Children
THE SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God.
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pila
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living ad the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giverof life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped andigrified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic chah.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
And the life of the world to come. Amen.

ELW 358



THE PRAYERS

A: Transformed by the life giving power of the gmtomb, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all those in need.

A brief silence

A: Called to a love that exceeds our understandr desire, let us pray that as friends of Christ
we would embody Christ’s perfect love in our imgetfworld. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Called to a love that requires difficult chaag and faithful decision-making, let us pray for
self-discipline and forethought to live within themits of creation’s resources. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

A: Called to a love that yearns for peace andmeitiation, let us pray for tolerance and respect
between peoples of different cultures and creét=ar us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Called to love that reaches out to the vulbbrand the fearful, let us pray for the very
young, the very old, those in distress, and thase ave ill, especially Lou Hagadorn. Hear us,
O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Called to a love that bears fruit in actiordeservice, let us pray for the right use of gifts i
this congregation so that we welcome the strariged the hungry, and visit the homebound.
We pray for strength to live our calling and for @@mpanions, the congregations of the Prairie
Valley Parish: First in Clay Center, Zion in Clydad the St. Paul Lutheran Churches in Linn
and Palmer. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other prayers are offered

A: Called to love that transcends time and plésteus give thanks for all the saints who have
served the church in faithfulnesss, that at theviaswill join with them in the perfect love and
joy of heaven. May that promise comfort all whourg especially Rhonda Webb. Hear us, O
God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: Hear our prayers, gracious God, and grarthatlwe need to live as your Spirit-filled people,
in the name of the risen Christ.

C: Amen.

THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.



THE OFFERING ELW 186

Create in Me
Offering Song
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Let us pray..Everlasting God,

C. the whole universe sings a new song of praisiie rivers clap their hands, the hills ring
out for joy. As you have raised us to new life i€hrist, give us voices ready to cry out for
justice and proclaim resurrection joy wherever yourSpriit leads us. In Jesus’ name we
boldly pray. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING p. 107
Preface Dialogue
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you...And so with all the chofrangels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join thminding hymn.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER P.112

P: Remember us in your Kingdom, Lord, and teactoysay:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us fom evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the giy,
Forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P This is the feast of victory for our God!

THE COMMUNION

Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

(all eight verses)

COMMUNION BLESSING

ELW 112

ELW 362

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christnsfthen you and keep you in grace.

C: Amen.
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CANTICLE

ELW 113
Now, Lord
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A

C

Good Shepherd, lead us from the fulfillment aog ¢f this meal to bring joy and
fulfillment to others. Guide us on paths of justicTeach us to live for you as servants

to one another. Enfold us in your abiding lovee @iwe thanks in the name of the risen
Christ.

Amen

BLESSING OF GRADUATES

P:

O Lord Christ, when you welcomed the childyear invitation included each one of us.
Your guiding hand has continually been on our yomagm and women who are now
graduating. You have sustained them. You haveedha their laughter and wiped their
tears. In times of confusion you have offeredatios. In times of sorrow you have
offered hope. In times of doubt, your Holy Spivéts lifted them up. Grant, O Savior, to
each of our graduates the knowledge of your coatimresence as they go forth into the

future. Bless them and keep them. Guide thepssté{old them in the hollow of your
hand. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

P Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, imsgired by the Holy Spirit, rejoice in
the resurrection and live in hope, peace, and joy.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, blgssi now and forever.

C Amen

SENDING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” ELW 836

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE

ELW Service of Holy Communion Setting One (Words &usic) Copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress Pali#rs Reprinted
by permission.

Confession and Prayers reprinted (or adapted fBunpays and Seasons, Copyright c 2008 AugsbuteBsr
Used by permission.

Scripture Passages are from the New Revised Sthivgasion Bible Copyright ¢ 1989, Division of Chi&n Education of the
Nationsal Council of the Churches of Christ in trdted States of America. Used by permission. rigitts reserved
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