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Fourth Sunday after Easter   May 3, 2009 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
                                       Evangelical Lutheran Worship ~ Setting One  10:30 AM 
 

INTRODUCTION  
The image of the Good Shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life.  It is the 

relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the 
shepherd authority.  The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love.  First 
John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth 
with any sister or brother in need. 

 

PRELUDE                                             
 

 ENTRANCE HYMN                  “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                           ELW 789 
 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS      
P Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess 
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Loving God, 
C we fear, we doubt, we do not trust you; we do not love our neighbors as ourselves; 

we sin against you in thought, word, and deed.  We pray for your mercy, 
forgiveness, and grace.  We hope in the gift of your Spirit and we rejoice in the 
resurrection promise of Jesus Christ, our living Savior.  Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together in Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name of + Jesus Christ, 
crucified and risen, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
GREETING 
P:   Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
C:   Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
P:      The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
C:    And also with you. 
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KYRIE             p.98 
Assisting Minister leads; Congregation responds.   
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HYMN OF PRAISE         p.99  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P:   O Lord Chirst,  
C:   good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold.  Feed us, and 
we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole.  Make us one with you, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM                            
                                          

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12 
Peter and John are arrested when the healing of a lame man becomes an occasion for preaching 
in public about Jesus. When questioned by religious leaders, Peter attributes the healing to the 
power of the risen Christ. 
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, 
Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had 
made the prisoners Peter and John stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what 
name did you do this?" 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was 
sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is 
'the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
 it has become the cornerstone.'  
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals 
by which we must be saved." 
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PSALM: Psalm 23                     “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”            ELW 502 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
The First Letter of John speaks of the great gift of God's love bestowed on all people in Christ. 
Here John notes that love is a social gift, something to be shared. 
We know love by this, that Jesus Christ laid down his life for us--and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another. 17How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees 
a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this 
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our 
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we 
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments 
abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that 
he has given us. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               p. 102  
                   

.  

 
P:  The Holy Gospel, according to John, the tenth chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
In language that recalls the twenty-third psalm, Jesus describes himself as the shepherd who 
cares for his sheep. He is willing to die for them, and he is able to overcome death for them. 
Jesus said: 11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and runs away--and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs 
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own 
and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 
life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and 
they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I 
have received this command from my Father." 
P. The Gospel of Our Lord     
C. Praise to you, O Christ 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
THE SERMON                                                    
 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need”                  ELW  782 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God.  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
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  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  And the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
THE PRAYERS  
A:   Transformed by the life giving power of the empty tomb, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence 
A:    Led by the Good Shepherd who rules us in love, let us pray for all who look to Christ as our 
shepherd that we may ever live in the way he shows us.  Hear us, O God. 
C:    Your mercy is great. 
A:   Led by the one who gathers and guides all people, let us pray for missionaries throughout the 
world as they seek to bring new followers into the fold of the church.  We pray especially for 
Aaron Albrecht and his family as they complete their time of ministry in Japan.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great.  
A:   Led to quiet places of rest and renewal, let us pray for the protection and preservation of 
wilderness and sanctuary, parks and reserves.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great.  
A:   Led to a table of plenty where everyone is welcome, let us pray for international relief 
agencies, soup kitchens, and food pantries, and for all who are fed by them.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great.  
A:   Led through dark places and difficult circumstances, let us pray for the lost, the discouraged, 
and for all who are ill or in need of care and tending.  Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great. 
A:   Led to the life-giving waters of baptism, let us pray for those about to affirm their baptism 
that  they grow in wisdom and understanding.  We pray for Kade, Kaitlin, Alex, Trey, Taylor, 
and Ben. Hear us, O God. 
C:   Your mercy is great. 
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A:    Led forth into the world, we pray for the work of the people of this congregation and our 
companion congregations:  Hebron Lutheran in Burdick, St. Mark in Cape Girardeau, Trinity in 
Chesterfield, and Chinese Lutheran Ministry in Chesterfield.  Hear us, O God. 
C:     Your mercy is great. 
Here other prayers are offered 
A:    Led at the last to our eternal home, let us soothe the dying, comfort all who mourn, and give 
thanks for the faithful departed, that we may be gathered with them to dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
P:   Hear our prayers, gracious God, and grant all that we need to live as your Spirit-filled people, 
in the name of the risen Christ. 
C:   Amen. 
 

THE PEACE  
  P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
  C  And also with you.   
 
THE OFFERING      ELW 186 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:   Let us pray…Everlasting God,   
C:   the whole universe sings a new song of praise; the rivers clap their hands, the hills ring 
out for joy.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us voices ready to cry out for 
justice and proclaim resurrection joy wherever your Spriit leads us.  In Jesus’ name we 
boldly pray.  Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  p. 107 

  
 

 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you…And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  P. 112 
P:  Remember us in your Kingdom, Lord, and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 Forever and ever.  Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P This is the feast of victory for our God! 
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THE COMMUNION 
  ELW 112 

 
COMMUNION HYMN                       “The Lord’s My Shepherd” ELW 778 
                                                                “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” ELW 484 
                                              
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in grace. 
C:   Amen. 
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CANTICLE                     ELW 113 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Good Shepherd, lead us from the fulfillment and joy of this meal to bring joy and 

fulfillment to others.  Guide us on paths of justice.  Teach us to live for you as servants 
to one another.  Enfold us in your abiding love.  We give thanks in the name of the risen 
Christ. 

C Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, rejoice in 
the resurrection and live in hope, peace, and joy. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
SENDING HYMN                            “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing”                  ELW  544 
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DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace.  Share the good news.  
C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia!  
 

POSTLUDE       
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