Sixth Sunday after Pentecost July 12, 2009

ORDER OF SERVICE
Evangelitaktheran Worship ~ Setting IV 10A8M

INTRODUCTION

When Amos told what he saw when God held up telplime of justice next to Israel—that the
poor were being trampled—he was a threat to thegpavt priests and king. John the Baptist
also spoke truth to power, and Herod had him bebdadin Herod's fear that Jesus is John
returned from the dead, we may hear hope for thpregsed; that all the prophets killed through
the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called toesgrio justice in company with them.

Today the church commemorates Nathan SoderblomoBisf Uppsala, who died in 1931.

PRELUDE
ENTRANCE HYMN “O Holy Spirit, Enter In " ELW 786

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity: the Father, theofi,3and the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Sisters and brothers, bear with one anothew lmaintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace, and take no part in the unfruitfoiks of darkness, but instead expose
them. Let us confess our sin in the presence df&al of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Holy and gracious God,

C we confess that we have not led a life worthy of éhcalling to which we have been
called. We have not loved you with our whole hearive have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not acted accordito your will. We have grieved
your Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us. Forgive us amording to the riches of your
grace. Make us holy and blameless before you inve, so that we might live to the
praise of your glory. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ wasmgito die for you, and for his sake
God forgives you all your sins. You who once wiareoff have been brought near by
the blood of Christ.

C: Amen.
GREETING
P The blessing of the Father of our Lord JesussGlitie glorious grace freely bestowed in

the Son, and the power of the promised Holy Sp#itvith you all.
C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE Beautful Savior-vs. 2 ELW 838
Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,

robed in flowers of blooming spring;

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,

he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P O God,

C: from you come all holy desires, all good counseklsnd all just works. Give to us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot givehat our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments; and also that we, being defended frothe fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Saviand Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15

This is what he showed me: the Lord was standegide a wall built with a plumb line, with a
plumb line in his hand®And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see¥id | said, “A
plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See | am settinglumb line in the midst of my people Israel;
| will never again pass them bithe high places of Israel shall be made desolatd, the
sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, andllingie against the house of Jeroboam with the
sword.” *°Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboaf Israel, saying, “Amos has
conspired against you in the very center of theshaf Israel; the land is not able to bear all his
words. *For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall die byiterd, and Israel must go into exile
away form his land.”?And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee awath®land of Judah,
earn your bread there, and prophesy th&lmjt never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the
king’s sanctuary; and it is a temple of the kingdorfThen Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no
prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but | am a herdsmaad,a dresser of sycamore treBand the
LORD took me from following the flock, and the LORdaid to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people
Israel.’

PSALM: Psalm 85:8-13
(Read Responsively)
8 will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn théinearts to you.
*Truly, your salvation is very near to! those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell 'in our land.
YSteadfast love and faithfulness haweet together;
righteousness and peace hbkissed each other.
YFaithfulness shall spring up' from the earth,
and righteousness shall lookdown from heaven.
2The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.



*Righteousness shall go béfore the LORD
and shall prepare for' God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14
Like most of Paul's letters, the epistle to the égpns begins with thanksgiving and praise to
God. Above all, God is blessed for the gloriouscgraestowed on us in Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord JesustCWwho has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly plac§sst as he chose us in Christ before the foundaifon
the world to be holy and blameless before him ieldHe destined us for adoption as his
children through Jesus Christ, according to thedgpleasure of his will’to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us irBileved.’In him we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, doupto the riches of his graéthat he lavished
on us. With all wisdom and insigffte has made known to us the mystery of his witpading

to his good pleasure that he set forth in Chffag a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up al
things in him, things in heaven and things on eafim Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according toptirpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and witfso that we, who were the first to set our hope bnist,
might live for the praise of his glory’ln him you also, when you had heard the word dathtru
the gospel of your salvation, and had believedinm were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; ““this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redémnpas God's own people, to the
praise of his glory.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the sixtiagter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29

As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attentMark recalls the story of John the Baptist's
martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples aldb suffer at the hands of those opposed to
the gospel of salvation.

King Herod heard of the disciples' preaching, fesuk' name had become known. Some were
saying, "John the baptizer has been raised fronde¢lae; and for this reason these powers are at
work in him." *®But others said, "It is Elijah." And others saitt, i a prophet, like one of the
prophets of old."**But when Herod heard of it, he said, "John, whotreheaded, has been
raised.”

YFor Herod himself had sent men who arrested Jotumd him, and put him in prison
on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wifecause Herod had married H&Eor John had
been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you toVeyour brother's wife.**And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But shald not,**for Herod feared John, knowing
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that he was a righteous and holy man, and he pgeatétm. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to hiffBut an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and efficand for the leaders of Galilé&\Vhen his
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleaed ldnd his guests; and the king said to the
girl, "Ask me for whatever you wish, and | will gvit." And he solemnly swore to her,
"Whatever you ask me, | will give you, even halfne§ kingdom."**She went out and said to her
mother, "What should | ask for?" She replied, "Hiead of John the baptizefImmediately she
rushed back to the king and requested, "I want tpogive me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.*The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regardHisr oaths and for the
guests, he did not want to refuse Héimmediately the king sent a soldier of the guarthwi
orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaidednhthe prison?brought his head on a
platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gavto her mother**When his disciples heard
about it, they came and took his body, and laid & tomb.

P. The Gospel of Our Lord
C. Praise to you, O Christ

CHILDREN'’S TIME
THE SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ Be Our Light” ELW 715

APOSTLES’' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



THE PRAYERS

A: With the whole people of God in Christ Jedasus pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God'’s creation.

A brief silence.

A: God of truth, grant to us a focus on your wardl your will that we would live ever as your
people. God of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Gracious God, give us courage like that of Amipohn, Bonhoeffer, and all your faithful
prophets that we may live out your mercy and jestiGod of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of all healing, we pray for all who arelsithose who are homebound, and those with
special needs. Comfort them with your presencepanchise. God of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Creator God, make us careful stewards of theders of your creation. God of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

A: God of all mercy, strengthen your faithful Bend throughout the world to live secure in
your promises. We pray for this congregation aind thanks for the prayers offered on our
behalf even as we pray for our companion congregsti Trinity in Greenleaf, St. Mark in
Waterville, and Salem in Axtell. God of mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Here other prayers are offered.

A: God of every time and place, we give you thafde withesses like Bishop Nathan
Soderblom who point us to you. May their examm@iplus trust your promise. God of mercy,
C: hear our prayer.

P: Loving God, you hear us when we cry to youe 8mmend to your embrace all for whom
we pray, through Jesus Christ and by the powepof $pirit.

C: Amen.

THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.



THE OFFERING ELW 184
Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
A: Holy God,
C: you open the doors of heaven, giving us eveggnerous and perfect gift from above.

Lift our eyes from the food that perishes, and noush us now with the food that endures

for eternal life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

QUOTUvODm

p. 152



P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, tiaat should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you...And so with all the chofrangels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name, saying:

C: Holy Lord, Mighty God, Lord of All, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna!
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the dorHosanna, Lord, come, save your
people.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth...wereweive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER P. 154
P: Remember us in your Kingdom, Lord, and teactoysay:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us fom evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the giy,
Forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Jesus said, “l am the bread of life. Whoevereto me will never be hungry, and

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
THE COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN  “The Church of Christ In Every Age” ELW 729
“Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing” ELW 807

COMMUNION BLESSING
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christnsfthen you and keep you in grace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Gracious God, in this meal you have rained dowenttue bread from heaven, the body

and blood of your beloved Son. So by this prorbiseg us to abide in him, and he in us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen
BENEDICTION
P Know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledgehat you may be filled with all the

fullness of God. Almighty God, Father, + Son, &aly Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen

SENDING HYMN “Lead On, O King Eternal” ELW 805
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

50 DAYS OF PRAYER FOR CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY: Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson
is calling ELCA Members to read and reflect on dady lectionary passages for the week of the
Churchwide Assembly (August 17-22). This weekapkeread 1 Corinthians 12:27—13:13 and
Luke 9:1-6. Consider the questions: Given Paescdption of the church as the body of Christ,
formed and shaped by the love of God, how do yeriih this love and proclaim it—even while
living in community that is both blessed with dis#y and challenged by disagreements? Whom
do you admire because of how they have given thieesdo a cause or mission? How has
God’s love pushed you outward? The hym8ihe, Jesus, Shingnd“The Son of God, Our
Christ” may further your reflection. Prayer for the WedRkod of the covenant, in our baptism
you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdo@ive us the courage you gave the apostles,
that we may faithfully witness to your love and ge#n every circumstance of life. In the name
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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